
rhe advantage of smoking 
By PAUL TURNER 

(Stnpps Howard News Serve e) 
(Paul Turner writes for The Commer-
al Appeal in Memphis, Tenn.) 
They might die sooner, but smokers 
ive one distinct advantage over non 
lokers 

They can earn good-guy credits' tor 
np ly bein 

why can't those with other arguably an-
t isocialhabits do likewise? 

"Excuse me. Mind if I b e l c h ' " 
" N o , go ahead You're so sweet to 

ask. 
. A real-l i fe exchange? Not l ikely 

So why do tobacco-users get treated 
like honors graduates of the Miss Man-
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K, considerate ahnut their nor-, School u f ' Appiupi iate Uehaviut 
lhealthy habit Non-smokers, of 
>urse, cannot ; 

A smoker who consistently takes pains 
see that his puff ing is not offending 

»yone soon becomes known for 
>urtesy Eventually that reputation 
inscends the realm of cigarette eti-
jette And almost before you can sa\ 
noperable lung cancer," the tobacco-
>er is on his way to p'rince-of-a-fellow 
atus 

Meanwhi le , the non-smoker has no 
ich opportunity to appear thoughtful 
is fai lure to pollute the atmosphere is 
ken tor granted. It makes no sense to 
iy. M ind if I don't smoker"' 
Even the smoker who only t>cca-

onally bothers to take into account 
her people's wishes before lighting" up 
i n come off seeming poli te 1 hat is 
realise a tew- smokers are so inc redibly 
ide that someone snuffing out a 
garette before stepping onto an 
evator can resemble an everyday hero 
i comparison 

Is this twisted logic or what' ' 
A smoker demonstrating common 

ecency winds up looking like a model 

when they try to control the bi l lows of 
inevitably spreading air c contamination* 

Obviously, some nonsmokers are so 
grateful for even token gestures of con­
sideration they wi l l heap praise on any 
smoker who tries to keep f rom asphyx­
iating innocent bystanders 

But if we reallv » accept that line of 
reasoning, it is possible to imagine 
several fairly ridiculous conversations 

— Pardon me, but wou ld you object 
if I shouted a few obscenities^1 I'll try not 
to aim any in your direction Just tell me 
if they bother you 

"F me. 1 hanks for asking 
— Wou ld it disturb you if I took a 

chain saw to our waiter' '" 
" N o . go right ahead. 
— " M i n d if I honk mv sinuses' I just 

can't taste my dinner otherw ise 
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^Of- -rtfrm course 1 uu ie a genuemaii and a 
scholar tor requesting permission '.. _ 

— " H i - I m new in the next apart­
ment t wanted to tel! vou ail I'm going 
to be p lay ing,my stereo at about 10 
mi l l ion dec ibe.ls until about 4 . a m 

1 hank i . I apprec kite y our c ourtesy. " 
The tlst could go on and on But 

f good manners while a non-smoker 
light as wel l be a piece of furni tuie 
This raises an interesting question: It 

nokers can score points b\ not blow ing" 
pxious fumes in their fnends : faces. 

maybe it's not wise to poke tun at polite 
cigarette,addicts After all. thev could 
abandon efforts to be fair \nd then the 
progress stemming trom \ears. of 
negotiations would lust go up in smoke 
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Mideast snake pit 
WASHINGTON - Vipers'are ftissmg 
every. c©mer*-of the srvake pit that is 

e Midd le East So betore tumping in 
ith new peace rboves. the U S has to 
ok beyond Jordan" Israel, the Palesti-
ans and the American Jewish com-
units 
i a a ^ U a q 7 th e. Cuff States, ~Sv7ia, 
'banonarW^Gorbaches s Russia also 
iter the calculation, fogether fbev 
intorce what has befcn and remains the 
merican pol icy -- a poliey of advanc*-
g only very slowly, and w i th extreme 
iut ion. . .. 

Joseph Kraft 

U S arms deal wrth Jordan, and his sup­
porters in the American Jewish com-
munits have lined up an overwhelming 
maiqntv against the'deal in Congress. , 
* -\s to the P l Q . Israeli publ ic opinion 

debtor nation — 
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calls from'the us 
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greatlv admire 
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was properly b 
one economist 
remarks. 
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charitable say 
know what he's 

He did not e 

The two radical regimes rn the area 
e now breathing hard. Iran can n o ' 
mger pump oil because its depot at 
harg Island has been virtually knocked 
ut by Iraqi bombers Tehran has vowed 
unitive measures against the Arab 
ates of the Persian Gulf that have been 
jpport ing Iraq Some kind of Iranian-
jonsored terrorist action against Kuwait 
r Saudi Arabia can be expected any 
a\ 

Syria, the other radical state, KS bogg-
d down in lebanon. President Hafez 
ssad has had to commit more and more 
oops to the murderous task of pol ic ing 
ie warring groups. An anti-Syrian fac-
on has now turned the terror tactics 
ac k on Assad and (as the kidnapp+ng^oi 
oViet diplomats indicates) his Russian 
Hies. Assad is more than ever determin-
d to crush the Palestine Liberation 
)rganization forces loyal to Yasser 
irafat. If he thought lordan and Arafat 
v'ere about to negotiate wi th the U.S. 
nd Israel, the violence wou ld know no 
iounds. 

• King Hussein of Jordan has, in fact, 
ieen proposing such a negotiation since 
ast February, and he renewed the effort 
t the Uni ted Nations last week and in 
Vasbington this week. We says Tie want* 
lirect negotiations amojw Jordanians, 
'LO off icials and the Israels. But before 
he talks begin Hussein wants elaborate 
irotection for himself and Arafat. 

For himself he wants, prior to direct 
alks wi th Israel, the cover of an interna-
ional conference that wou ld group all 
nterested parties, including the Russians 
ind the Syrians. He also seeks a major 
jacket of a r m ; f rom the U.S.———— 

\ or Arafat, H usseTn wants the 
>nhancement of stature that wou ld 
:ome f rom a meeting between PLO of-
icials and American authorities prior to 
direct talks with Israel. In the mean­
while, PLO terrorists, some of them bas-
?d in Jordan, have stepped up actions 
igainst Tsraeb etvifiansTtast week three 
Israelis vacationing on a yacht in Lar* 
ttca Cyprus, were murdered bv PLQ 
operatives. 

Israel's prime minister, Shimon Peres 
of the Labor Party, has welcomed King 
Hussein's proposal for direct negotia­
tions w i th Jordan. But he has balked at 
the international conference that wou ld 
bring Russia into the game w i th its Arab 
friends. Peres has opposed the proposed 

has been roiiseci by the recent wave of 
terrorism Peres has retused any meeting 

.wi th P t O representatives Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak, bhamir ot the Likud 

-Party- who—i>-c4ue-to replace Peres as 
prime minister next August, has been 
even tougher in denouncing PLO ter­
rorism Peres responded to the anti-PLO 
consensus Tuesdav w h e n , he ordered 
Israel planes- -- in retaliation tor the Lar-
naca murders -- to bomb P I O head-

' * 
quarters in I urns ^ 

President Reagan has.made a personal 
commitment to Hussein on arms sale, 
and the Congress has, been formallv 
notif ied ot the Administration's intention 
to go through with the deal Reagan has 
also welcomed the prospect of direct 
negotiations between Jordan and Israet. 
But he has raised questions about Hus­
sein's scheme tor an international con­
ference that would bring in the Russians. 
—A long.—drawn-out wrangle on- the 
issue ot the international conference 
now impends and that suits the 
American interest down to t h e g r o u n d . 
fo r there is no point in br inging the Rus­
sians into the negotiations as a prelude 

"to a negotiation through Hussein If 
Moscow is going to reenter Middle 
Eastern diplomacy, the U.S. can get a 
much better deal directly t rom Gor­
bachev 

The reit_-of-the Hussein peace pro­
posal has become a recipe tor trouble. 
The pro*pe-tt ot direct negotiations-bet^ 
ween lordan and Israel under U.S. 
auspices wou ld work to intensify Syrian 
and Iranian terrorist actions The Saudis, 
the Kuwaitis, the (ordanians and other 
Arab states triendly to the-U.S. wou ld 
suffer 

Because of the anti-terrorist frenzy in 
Israel, Peres could enter negotiations 
with tfie PLO only under severe U.S. 
pressure/ If he everj buckled a j j l f l e ^ . 
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Israeli opinion would swing strongly 
against h im. The result wou ld be the 

*k outcome the U S wants least in Israeli 
politics the emergence of Shamir as 
prime minister with a strong popular 
mandate for a tough anti-Arab pol icy. 

There remains the arms deaJ_wilh4qj^ 
dan Carrying through on a presidential 
commitment is im( ortant to this coun-
try'< r o p i i f a t i n n Ann H i i t t o i n c p n l i r i r a l 

f iguraU-veiy 
Literally, rr 

could be seen 
bus stop, wavi 
or clutching 
"Wait , you fo 
dues." 

health Trying to block the deal directly 
is fattier as Reagan could sustain a veto 
of a congressional proh ib i t ion. So the' 
right tactic in Congress is to approve the 
arms sate—wi+h^ond it ions The condi­
tions wou ld spell out the real American 
objectives - direct talks with' Israel and 
no conference with the Russians. 
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and became an industrial powerhoi 
the same t ime. Conversely, he saic 
had trade surpluses during the 1 
when one American in four was c 
work. 

"So I think thk has been— 

— or if.it is maybe that's 
is drawing hoots and cat-
jsual sources, 

whom Reagan does not 
re, sav the president 
Is the problem 
vondering if the president 
briefed on the subject," 

.t told me after Reagan's 

who tend to be less 
iv the president doesn't 
s talking about. -
even understand the con-

fxrr-rratran and he missed 
nif jeance." said Sen Max 
rvtana. * 
rjresident did what he does 
made it seem as though 
ship of American assets is 
d a compliment to the 

of lite 

he asked, when"a reporter 
that the United States is in 

it of the world I think the 
on is being given that a 
ce means debtor nat ion. ' ' 
nt on to point out that we 
balance from 1790 to 1875 

gerated." he concluded, and it ii 
ca^e of us being a debtor nation. 

There is, of course, no doubt th, 
are a debtor nation for the f i rs t 
since 1914 What this means is 
foreign claims on U.S. assets (eqi 
securities, bank deposits) now e> 
U S claims on assets overseas. Tha 
us in the samehoat with Brazil and 
ico, neither of wh ich can be consi* 
a commercial success 

Why are we in debt ' Because 
running up foreign trade deficits i 
cess of $1QQ bi l l ion a year. 

Trade deficits are ptoducing c 
creasing drag on the U S econc 
says Kevin Vi l lan i , financial analy 
the Federal Home Loan Mortgage C 

Howard Rosen, research associc 
the Institute for International Econc 
says there are four things wrong wi 
United States being deeply in debt: 

— Because we borrow so r 
we're highly susceptible to abrupl 
tuations in the wor ld money marke 

— If foreign investors decide ti 
out, the value of the dollar cou ld 
met, dr iving up prices and interest i 

— The Un i ted States is soakir 

Vt be afraid to let y 
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o The Hartford Courant) 
av is teaches journalism af 
s School in Farmington, 

y ear and respect your in-

e you say no' to your ch i ld , 
he is probably do ing 

>u really wanted to do when 
id " „ « 
the typical advice writ ten in 
ak presented to the guest of 
cent shower I attended. 
is my entry in the book, 

face the consequences. 
Whether it was something as sim 

tyrng^hoes because I wasJn a rush 
though the ch i ld could do it himsel 
was proud of the fact) or as comp 
planning her summer (camp, tl 
family vacation, then a trip to ) 
ma's) without consulting the ch 
more than a cursory way, I dei 

Whether it was somethinj 
I was in a rush (even thou 
or as complex as planning 
child in more than a curse 

•*»« 4hê u* -,A*4 J uiwUa—^^^ 0 f maklrtg mistake! 
the young mother as I w i l l _ ^ ^ ^ 

i n it to my own chi ldren ^m^^m^i^mtmmmammm^i^^ 
ave childrert 
mother put it differently, 

anything for your chi ldren 
i do for themselves " H o w I 
^eded her. 
an after the bus. 

ys literally, but very often 

each of the luxury of making m 
they could learn from. 

A forgotten math paper might , 
tually, teach-the ch i ld punctua 
forgotten lunch might teach the c 
remember if the next day; an< 
pressure f rom classmates wher 

more than a few times I 
n running toward the school 
iving a forgotten math paper 
» a lunchbox or shouting, 
forgot your quarter for class 

impact than my reminders. 
A nursery school teacher I knov 

is dealing wi th today's pare 
preschoolers, sees mothers intens 
cupied wi th child-rearing-, a a 
she thinks, to a more laissez-

•atrvFlyrthprp vvTTP Th? in- ^itude 10 years-ago, when she 

teaching. 
Most of these mothers," sf 

recently, are in their mid to la 

lines I tried to protect 
jr c hildren from what I 
a* disaster Tying at ieat l : 

not finished the way , I 
should be, making ar-

wi th friends to have their 
me for a visit when neither 

FftTcaTectTo do 46, or Voic-~ 
ats about "I f vour room isn't 

y suppertirrie" only to pick it 
instead of letting the chi ld 

They have had c areers before cE 
And now they are putting al 
energies, wh ich formerly were d 
to c l imbing career ladders', into 
two chi ldren , I'-tn spending^mbl 
trying to teach parenting than I a 
the chi ldren themselves." . 

Yet th inking back, I see myself 
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debtor nation 
3use at billions of dollars, in foreign capital that 
id, we could better be used to help developing 
1930s, countries. 

out of — in time, it could become necessary 
to borrow to pay the interest payments 
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we uwe tu investors Overseas. 
- Gerald Corngan of the New York 
federal Reserve Bank warns that the 
money the United .S.tates owes to 
foreigners cou ld reach $50u.-biIIion by 
the end of the decade Others say $1 
trillion is a more realistic guess 

There are various explanations of how 
we got into this fix One is that other 
countries'are f lood ing the United States 
with imports whi le refusing to buy 
American goods. Another is that the 
Yankee trader fel l asleep. 

But the pr ime culprit ft the $200 
^iTfioTTTederaT budget deficit We bor­

row so much money to pay our bills that 
interest rates are artificially high, 
ba l loonm^ the value of the doWar and 
making it d i f f icul t for American com­
panies to compete. 

Reagan is right when he argues that 
polit ical stability and a growing 
economy have made the United States 
the envy of the wor ld . It's not hard to 
understand why foreigners invest here 

The down side is that we're borrowing 
so much money there won't be anything 
left to envy that isn't already mortgaged 
to somebody else. 

four child fai 
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19S0s and '60s, 'displaying a similar in­
tensity. Whic h brings me back to runn-
ing after the bus. 

My daughter, w i th her husband, is 
facing a gargantuan task (in my eyes) of 
rehabilitating three apartments in an 
abandoned bui ld ing, in the South Bronx 
— in order to live in New York where 
apartments are more precious than 

ig as simple as tying shoes because 
jgh the child could do It himself) , 
ig her summer without consulting the 
ory way, I deprived each of the 
»s they could learn from. 

mstakes 

t, even-
lality; a 
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onfrast, 

taiie_at-
p began 

hildren 
i l l their 
directed 
> ofl€ or 
are t ime 
am wi th 

If, in the 

pearls. She wrote to us, describing the 
project, and ended the letter w i th ; 

Lvery t ime I 'm wie ld ing a crowbar or 
hammering up wal lboard or trying to fit 
in new w indows , I expect Dad to come 
up behind me to say, 'Here, honey, let 
me do that for vnu " ' She is still .m . 
daunted, but I think she may recognize 
that all that early helping may have been 
too much, , 

No rhaftef h o w often we hear i t , ' the 
advice that chi ldren need to try and fa i l , 
with supportive parents behind therrMs-

•hard for parents to take We viaftt to 
spare ThT'm I nV la t f i f f e i , big andSmaff , 
which we experienced or which we see 

told a hundred times that people learn 
from their mistakes, but we want our 
children to never make mistakes 
because they may be hurt in the process. 

naps I r aTijsass r^mbTheTs advice 
on to her grandc hi ldren, as they prepare 
for parenthood But in my own words — 
"Don't run after the bus " 
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