g 1"'

G e ———

“A PRESENTATION.COPY™ OF AUDUB(
“BIRDs.™

U T e, s wm “—-ﬁ-lﬂ
rﬁ-m-h h-un—lll
hl'ﬁh
-mllil- tp but there are others who
‘behind the tookh- 7, who axe every day

-. Your traveller, now (and they are plenty -v 2
days), will descant for hours, aad detail the wonders he

large measury, while the quantum of trath unhdhlh"ﬂ 3
is of Hommopathic minutenees. Thesportsmen, too, whether disciples of
old Isaak, or legitimate descendbnts of Nimrod ; from the hunters of bear
or buffalo o the prairies, Uhe grouse or wild turkies of the West, down
to the shooter of sand. the ses shore, never conseat to diminish
a Bn or » feather in reconating their exploits, especially if their anditors
bave never mounted » shooling-jacket, or sperted a double-barrel. But
there is reason in ail things, and seme do bounce so horribly ss te bring
discredit wpon & whola fraternity. 1am s spertsman myself, and am free
to admit thet I always consider she odd bird & drace, and in this I have
warraat from the shop-keepers, who do not soraple to sequest er to their
ewn use the half-penny of every customer in making change.

Of the amplifying order of the school, Peregrine Pinto, who kept house
at the sign of ““ThePear Tree,” in the village of Polopodes (vulge Polly-
wog), in the valley of the Chemang, held the mest distinguished honors.
Others might go out and return without seeing a bird, but Peregrine
would beat the same ground and bosst of suoccesa. To be sure, his game-
bag did not vouch for the veracity of bisassertion,as it was most often
empty; the birds, however, had certainly been killed, but the cover was too
shick, or some other cause was assigned why the dog could not find them,
although he eften boasted that Pomto was the best repricver in the three
counties.

“The Pear Tree” was the best kept house in all Pollywog. Peregrine
waa & jovial fellow, fond of good eating himself, and willing to feed wel
lﬁpﬂhdmw and no man was in danger of being poi-
pemed either at his ber or his butiery. Consequently he had many board.
ers, aad was oecasionally visited by gentlemen of leisure, good shots, and
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I-li-huhunh]; givea to the discovery of new species and geners
in the heretofore unexplored regions of the “Far West,” I am sadly de-
ficieat in the necessary knowledge of the habits snd localities of many
species of birds in the Middle and Easters States. If I am rightly ine
formed, the natus of Beneca Lake, and the low grounds aboatits
head, abound in interesting specimens in ornithology, and I am aaxious
%o obtain some further information concerning them. If not presuming
too much, I would ask you to communicate to me any information which
you may think interesting, particularly in regard to the different species
dd‘&; iﬂ.ph!lh'ﬂﬁmk.lllpl, l‘lﬂ,.m h-l h‘l ‘b“‘.r
they are gregarious or not—migratory or resident—which of them breed |
in your vicinity—their mods of nesting—time of migration, and general
habits ; likewise, at what time in the year you consider them in season—
the method of huating them, &e., &¢. ; and particularly as to the differ-
eat varieties of the smipe family—the Vir. Aug. of Linowus, whether it
is resident or migratory, and, if resident, its manner of nesting, number
of eggs laid, &o.—Rex Piscator—Same—anad, in fine, any information you
may sse fit to communicate on the general subject of my immediate pur-

|

suit.
Any communication you may favor me with will be gratefully acknow-
ledged by, sir, Your cbedient servant, Aupunox.

P.B.—Do the following birds frequent the waters of the Seneca?
Holandsch Volant—Linnmus.”

Large White Gull (American).

Bittern, or other *‘rara avis'’—their size, plumage, &e. «

otherwise. Among the former,was Doctor Lightheart and two counsel-
lors at law; men who never burnt powder themselves, and who did not
think much of those who did, “There is no secounting for tastes,” and
for ihe pervezsity of theirsI shall ot sndeavor to find an excuse; but,
although they repudiated thas kind of fun, the article in genersl they
ware great admirers of, and now practised a joke with more adroitness,
lmmmniummmmnpﬁamnr
doge and double Maatens.

Of the sporting clique who used to visit the “Pine Tree,” was Charles
Copely, & finished shot, 2 well-reared and & most clever fellow
in every walk of life. He was versed in the aciemce of Ormithology, and
pursaed his amusement with & doable zest, as every subject brought down
by his gun enabled him to make further ressarches in that interesting
study ; and not unfrequently he would attempt to indoctrinate Peregrine
in his favorite pursuit.

Peregrine was s willing scholar, but, unfortunately, in his school days,
Webster's spelling books were plenty, but the ‘‘distionary” with which
our modern school is to be endowed, was yet in embryo. He would listen
to the descriptions of Copely of bills tetrogomal sngulated, projecting
mandibles, Tarsus’s scatclate, uaked or clothed, &c.; and, by dint of ap-
plication, he scquired a bead roll of terms, of which he understood but
little ; but, proud of his erudition, he never failed to read a lecture to
mummﬂmwwmm

The Doctor and the two Counmsellors were those upon whom he used
sftenest to perpetrate his homilies, too frequently **Sat and unprofitable,”
by the jamble of ideas, and the misapplication of terms. These lessons

hn-ﬂhhﬂumr%mw %.

Docier could aet “taks his esse in his inn,” snd smoke bhis accuatomed
eigar while reading the newspaper ; nor could the Counsellors con their
briefs, without being bored with the old kistory, or with deseriptions of
some Rew subject, and they began to grow restive.

Ome of Copely's periodical visits was drawing to its close, and having
pent his trunk to the Lakes, he determined to give the marsh another
brush, and take the steamboat homeward. In this excursion he was at-
tended by Peregrine,

Dinner was over, and the trio of unbelievers were cosily seated about
the stove when Peregrine returned, fall of new matier, which he seemed
eager to put forth.

“Well, Parry,” said the Doctor, “what new

«A fine specimen, » mest rare bird, we shot upon the marsh,” was the
reply.

““Where ia it " saked the Doctor.

“Qopely took it with him, with intent to preserveit. He called it a
Gallinipper, or the Baropeaa Chlorosis,” said Peregrine.

“Gallinule, you mean,” said the D x

“Waell, it may be,” responded Peregrine; “‘they are presty much alike,
bat I must get dinne= before I deseribe it to you.”

While the hungry sportaman was filling his stomach, the Doctor broke
forth—

“Gentlemen, our friend improves ; so bright a light in the field of sei-
ence must not be obscured. Pollywog must no longer hold this spleadid
luminsry under a bushel. Our duiy to ourselves and our country,” he
continued, with & Fourth of July fourish, “*demands that owr great or-

angairics

“Well,” said Pinto, ““what shall I do *

“Apswer it, of course,” said the Dootor; it is very easy. A letter
half as long as one of your ordinary discourses would anawer every pur-
pose. Begide, it is nsual with authors insuch cases to present a copy of
their works to MMh and Audubon’s ‘Birds’j are ocer-
tainly worth having.”
“I think so too,” said Peregrine ; “‘but then the lstter should be well
answered. The cock-shooting will soon be in season, and Copely is the
man of all others to do it instyle. I will wait until he comes.”
All seemed to eoncur in this resclution, and the 5th of July was anx-
iously awaited by Pinto. It came at last, aud Copely came with it. The
conclave was in session, and he was ushered in. The letter was produced
and read, and pondered well by Copely, whe at first suspected a hoax;
and he cast a scrutinizing glance at the Doctor, who was making some
grave comments upon the epistle. Nothing was elicited to sustain his
conjecture. He looked at the two counsellors with the same intent, “ut
the stolid gravity with which they received his gaze, and the profound
attention which they gave to the Doctor’s descent, put him st a non-
plus. ' :
“I will not act precipitately,” thought he ; *“the matter shall be tho-
roughly sifted before I mingle in it. Beside, I cannot make the prepara-
tory researches until I reach home, and opportunities will be constantly
offering to detect the Aumbug, if it be really such. Meanwhile, Pinto
wasshowing the letter to every customer, and all Pollywog was “h
get sight of the splendid books, which he so confidently ezpected. This
enthusissm of the citizens helped to delude Copely, uiulhl-h:hﬂ

he took the letier home with him; and, although  lLittle
should be . 'ﬂ""ﬁn

ornithologist, perhape, might wish to ascertain whether their habits in
fresh water regions corresponded with those on the seaboard. Of the
suthenticity of the dispatch he now no longer doubted, and set sbout
preparing an answer in behalf of Peregrine.

Accordingly, he traced the river banks in his vicinity, snd watched
the holes with which they were perforatad, and the temants by which
they were occupied. At length, in s remote nook, he saw a cavity of
larger dim ensions, and near it, perched upon a dead tree, & pair of King-
fishers ; one of which, after some delay, entered the hole, and from the
length of time which the bird remained therein, he became comvinced
that the incubation was not perfected ; and that, finding the eggs entire,
be would be able to snswer the enquiries of the letter much to the satis-
faction of Mr. Audubon.

He hastened home, and procuring implements and assistants, with
great care proceeded to clear away the earth, and possess himself of the
desired nest. The process was slow, from apprehension of deranging the
domicile of the Kingfishers; but finally it was laid open to view withont
a straw distarbed, and before it was removed our friend made the most
minute scrutiny of the tenement and of the earth which surrounded is,
80 that the description might be true to the letter. *

With regard to the gulls (I mean the fiying ones,) ke had not so much
trouble. He had only to take s trip up the lake, where at a certain point
our excellent Capt. Dakin orders tke refose of the dinner table thrown
out for them, and large congregations, of various species, were sure to
hover about the steamboat. He pursued the enquiry with respect to the
other birds mentioned in the letter, and when all research was exhaasted,
he elaborated with great care an epistle which might have satisfied all

nithologist should be known to that greafer one, whose fame is aniversal.
Owur Pinto, who, I doubt pot, is legitimately descended from the Ferdi-|
nand Mendes, memorized by Congreve, needs but to be known to be justly |
sppreciated, and it {s our daty to —"

Here the sutrance of Pinto (who bad ‘‘sasiched a short repast™)
up the comalave.

Sowe tex days afterwards, the same party was sgain assembied.
born sounded, and Peregrine, who cfficiated as Portmaster of Pollywog, !
ran to receive tha mail. The ofice was kept within the bar, sad hie wis |
busily employed with the letters ; cae of & singular quadrangulsr form,
pealsd with wax and :m;rrun' with & spread eagle, as if ; ml:rm ted by
the reverse of the Pederal coin, met his eye, and whieh, to bisgreat sur
o himeael
ha paw s name, wh
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his gesticulations and sttitudes are alwaysaptand in good taate, they
are naturally 80, and 2dt the regult of s set rule of setion. But his chief
point is his adaptability, if we might use the word. Whea you kave seen
him in ome charsoter, you have only sees him in o tithe of his atirective-
ness. His versatility is really astonishing, and the ease and perfection
with whick be adapts himeelf to the different charsscters which he per-
senztes, without borrowing from ome for the other, is the secret of his
great sucoess.” In the stock are John Greene snd his wifs,
Mr. and Mre Crisp, M». and Mre, Harbert, Bernard, Fuller, Johnson,
&o., &e.

I have M'lﬂﬁn-nn than I intended, bat if you and your
readers feel any interest in the doings at Nashville, mmsqu-

from
Nasnmiiix Tenn , Nov, 4, 1851

MISS JULIA BENEETT IN CHICAGO.
Em,miﬂﬂﬂ,lﬂ..
Dear **Spirit.”—We have had & number of stars this season—ameng
them I may mention Miss Cushman, Mr. Mardoch, Piti, the humorous
Bilsbee, and lastly, the charming Miss Julis Benmett, whe bhas beem
drawing a orowded house each night of her appearance. This same Miss
Bennett 1 saw some four years ago at the Haymarket Theatre, in London ;
having been born in London, and a patron of the Haymarket, you must
guess my surprise at finding my old favorite on the Chicago boards. She
is indeed & lovely wemaen, frank, unaffected, with & merry beat to her
heart and step, s face fall of light, and a voice full of soul—she hase
grace that, as poets are, she was born to, not the of cultivation,
evident in every character she assumes. Gliding rd.
from phrase to phrass in the role she delineates, : 'lll."ln:-hiu
mhh“ﬁ-ﬂhﬂn%ﬂnhh
“whether he will or no,” and is, indeed, = true specimen of an Euglish -
woman. Last evening she took a benefit, and personated two characters,
that of Letitia Hardy, in “The Belle's Stratagem,” xad Kats 0'Briaa, in-
“Perfecticn”—the house was crowCed. Mr. Rice, I see by the bills, has
re-engaged her for six nights more, and thea she will leave for the East.
There is no doubt but that her farewell benefit will be the greatest jam
ever inside of this theatre, for shie is creating a great sensation.
I must now conclude, dear ““Spirit,” this letter, and if you thinkit
worthy of putting in print for the benefit of your réaders, you are at
liberty to do se. 8o I remain yours, in haste, till next time,

-

NONSENSIANA.

w%uwﬂkm‘!n the especial benefit of

Aynu;!dnﬂdmnﬁuuﬂﬁu?mmﬂmmm
va, had lavished their gifts in any exocssive degree, had been for some time
Prepara- | nyving his addresses to one of our most fascinating and courted belles.
As he met with no encouragement whatever, in spite of all the advan-
mﬂmummmwnnm.nm‘m
&Mnﬂuﬂmm”ﬂu
“Are you anxious to do something particularly thmr
asked the friend.
"Yu.lmﬂmh-iﬁwumﬂ-t Ih-l--lduulﬂ-
for I

“Well, then, my dear friend, all you have to do is to go and pay Aer
a visie ™

The following *“‘rasl *un,” whmh was related to us by an old lady, was
“‘some” on our vest buttons. We personally pledge ourselves that it is
troe as gospel. .

Madame Z. (who related us the story herself) is entrusted with the
raising of & number of youngsters of f"other sex; and an excellent ome,
by the way, she is, at teaching the youngest kind of idea how to shoot,
and produce any guantity of the rarest kind of fruit.

Among other exoties of which she is the uhﬂaenﬂpﬂuu is one
bright-eyed litile daughter of Eve, who came to her some time singe to
be instructed in the art of warbling sweet poetic prose in English ; for
with this very melodious and mellifiuous idiom Miss Pepita was utlerly
and wholly unacquainted.

Madame Z., morever, is the fortunate possessor of an antiquated famale
specimen of the canine race. We lay peculiar stress on the word enti-
guaied, as we truly believe this to be the sole guality of the quadruped
in guestion, unless her being s female should happen to enhance her na-
taral (dis)advantages. This interesting mise rejoices in the sppellstion
of Emily. (Shocking, isn't it, but true, 'pon my word—know the Iady
myself; Emily, ] mean.)

Well, whether it be that Mrs. Z. hastaken compassion on Emily ( proh!
pador), on account of her ugliness (which is “some™), or of her sex, or
of ber age (19 next Spring), or her melodious snarl, which has got to be
.chromie, ] am not prepared to say; but [ know that she loves, adores,
oherishes, and doats upon Emily (nomen heorribile dictu). Bhe (the bi-
ped lady) is in the habit of haviag her (the quadruped ditto) come every

| Brise to be signed snd seat; and all Pollywog was invited by the de- |
|

| lighted Pinto to asaist in the reading of Ais lettar to Audabon.
The despatch was seat by mail duly franked, sad Pollywog was on |

wére grest complaints against Cave Johnson's mamagement of the Post |
Uffices, and the curiosity of the people was beld in yuspense. Meanwhils |
 the elated Peregrine, who coafidently expected a presentation copy of |
Aundubon, watched every arrival by the cansl, enquiring for the package,
: and to tke boatmen nt the Collector's office, as they were clearing for a
downward passage, be gave strict charge to “'keep dry™ anything which
as bhe expected valuable books from Andabon
state for & month or more, without any abstement
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morning into her room, before she rises, and while the latter aflection-
| stely lieks the hands of the former, the former gently pats the latier on
the hud with such scclamations of love as, “ Fou dear, good old brufe,

bnritl tenter hooks for the arrival of an soswer: but sbout that time there | you ”

Now, this is certainly & very natural exclamstion, and most undonbt-
| edly & most innocent one ; but alas! innocence is not always asafeguard
againsi accident and misfortan~.

Oune evening, then, Madame ¥. deiermined to give a *‘reg’lar blow out'
All ber plants and flowers were duly arranged and properly laid out im
the wast parlors, ready and eager for the fray. Anxious fatbersand ten-

der mothers ;rmun‘l_r puﬁ"cr* im, one after snother, with their [riends

and reistives, till finally quite n large conconrse was assembled. Ma-
{ame 7 ;.—n.-ll:‘_i'.:.' became very enthusisaiic about her pupils (the plants
wer ve-mention n order to show how they
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