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THURSDAY ATTERNOON, NOVEMBER 3, 1966 

Ordaz Weeding Out All Dynamic 
Reeonstructing Mexico's Political Scene 
President Making Sweeping Dismissals of Leaders With Those Who Hew to HisLine 

Reelect Comptroller Levitt 
Recently State Comptroller Ar­

thur Levitt suggested that his office 
should have a term of 14 years, re­
moving to a degree thereby the par­
tisanship of the position. The comp­
troller stands for election every 
four years. Justices on the supreme 
court bench come up every 14 years. 
While the idea has merit, in the 
case of Mr. Levitt such a change 
would denv lo manv voters their 
pleasure in electing him every four 
years. It also would deny many of 
the state's newspapers an opportun­
ity to endorse Mr. Levitt regardless 
of how they felt toward the candi­
dates on the rest of the tickets. 

A Democrat, Mr. Levitt was first 
elected in 1951. He was reelected in 
the Rockefeller landslide of 1958, 
and reelected in U)(V2. He therefore 
has completed almost twelve years 
in office, He has almost achieved 
the 14-year ideal the hard way 
through three campaigns; If he is 
successful in his fourth campaign, 

he will set a record for state service 
as the comptroller. 

We disagree with Mr. Levitt in 
the thought that the comptroller-
ship is akin lo a judgeship. The 

.comptroller, however, has a special 
role of wajching the expenditures 
of public monies as a representative 
of the voters. It should be said of 
him that he was as interested irrtrnr 

By RUBEN SALAZAR 
Thi Los/Anjt l t t Tin} at 

President Gustavo Diaz Ordaz, on the basis of his sweep­
ing dismissals of elite leaders in the government and Revolu­
tionary Party structure, is apparently seeking to reconstruct 
the Mexican political scene in his own image. 

•WE CANT LET ANYTHING SPOIL THE SACRED 
DEALER.PATIENT RELATIONSHIP" 

laxpayers-during the four years of 
Gov. Harriman as he has been in 
the eigĵ jt years of Gov. Rockefeller. 
Frequently there have been sharply 
critical statements and reports from 
the comptroller's office with regard 
to the stale expenditures. Similarly, 
there have been critical reports on 
how the municipalities, the cities, 
towns, villages, and counties, spend 
their money or Carry out bidding 
procedures. 

Mr. Levilt and his office have per­
formed ably in behalf of Ihe best 
interests of all of us. We recom­
mend a non-partisan vote in his be­
half. 

"But Officer, the Light.. ." 
How many times have all of us 

who drive approached an intersec­
tion where the green light was in 
our favor — and'then wondered 
whether we could make it across 
before it changed? 

A man in Abilene, Texas, who, 
incidentally, is a safely engineer, 
was caught in the middle of three 
successive intersections as the light 
changed. This gave him an idea. 

After nine years of work, he has 
perfected a count-down traffic 
signal that tells the driver how 
many seconds are left on the green 
light—9-8-7 . . . 3-2-1—before the 
light turns amber. 

His traffic signal with attached 
timer sells for about Jf'J.OOO. He 
also has developed an adapter with 
which his signal lighl system and 
time control can be filled to exist­
ing installations. 

This new signal is practical 
enough, for in a lest in Abilene it 
nearly halved the accident rale, it 
could curtail intersection accidents, 
reduce nervous anxiety about cross­
ing, and ease traffic congestion. 

But there would be the occasion­
al driver, trying for loo much dis­
tance, who would plead: "But of­
ficer. . .1 figured 1 still had a quar­
ter of a second." 

There is concrete evidence 
that President Diaz Ordaz is 
systematically weeding out 
the colorful, dynamic politl-
cos who found favor with his 
predecessor, ex - President 
Adolf Lopez Mateos. They 
are being replaced with less 
flamboyant figures, who hew 
to President Diaz Ordaz's 
more conservative line. 

This behind scenes power 
struggte~ln' the P.R.I. (Party 
of R e v o 1 utionary Institu­
tions), Mexico's almost mon­
olithic ruling party, is ex­
emplified by the recent oust­
er of Mayor Ernesto T. Uru-
churtu of Mexico City, popu-

A Veto, Please 
President Johnson has on his 

desk a hodgepodge of a bill that 
he should veto. When Ihe measure 
was introduced in congress, it was 
in response to a request from the 
While House for a law that would 
encourage foreign investors to 
transfer ttjore funds from abroad 
for investment in the United States. 

After both senate and house 
commitlees finished with the pro­
posal, the idea was buried among 
25 amendments ranging all the way 
from some Medicare matters to a 
scheme, to finance the presidential 
polnital campaigns out of volun­
tary contributions from income 
taxpayers. In two months' lime a 
new congress will be back on the 
job, so the president ought to fore­
go inducement for investment by 
foreigners in the interest of a better 
law than that which the 89th con­
gress passed as it was going home. 

The congressional enactment pro­
poses that American taxpayers be 
given an opportunity in their 1987 
income tax return to indicate 
whether they want $1 of their tax 
money to go to Ihe presidential elec­
tion campaign fund. This is not J?I 
extra, but would' come from the 
sum of each tax bill. Each parly 
would receive $1 for every vole 
which it wins over 5,000,000. Since 
there were 70,000,000 votes cast in 
1»64, 60.000,000 of Ihe votes would 
be eligible for reimbursement so 
that $60,000,000 would be divided 
between the two parties. 

The theory of this special sub-
sidy of presidential campaigns is 
that it would relieve the nominees 
of relying on large contributions by 
a few wealthy supporters. Theo­
retically such reliance makes Ihe 
candidate suspect, charged with be­
ing in the pocket of this or that 
interest* Mention to a president that 
he is heiiolden to one interest or 
another because of contributions, 
and hi?- will turiv so fast that the 
gift becomes a kiss of death to the 
giver. This may not have been true 
in an earlier day. but the lessons of 
Harding and Teapot Dome are now 
part of the education of the present 
and future generations of presiden­
tial hopefuls. 

The scheme would make il virtu­
ally impossible for a third party lo 
be cut in for a campaign subsidy. 
That party has to win 5,000,000 
votes, and thai is difficult. The 
proposer of the plan, Sen. Russell 
Long, quile frankly admits lhat his 
idea is to prevent the growth of 
splinter parties. 

Presidential c a m p a i g n s arc 
mighty expensive and are becom­
ing more costly every four years. 
Add J30, | t 0 , 150,000*000 from the 
public treasury, and Ihe deterrent 
of going broke is removed. This 
subsidy scheme ought to be vetoed. 
Read on below of what the Chicago 
Tribune found in the same hill. 

Gustavo Diaz Ordaz 

lar and until recently power­
ful figure who had headed 
the municipal government 
for 14 years. 

Mayor Uruchurtu was best 
known to Americans as the 
mayor most responsible for 
beautifying Mexico City and 
abolishing its no to r i ous 
places of vice. Uruchurtu's 
reputation as a go-getter and 
political administrator was 
widespread throughout Mexi­
co. 

But U ruchu r tu was 
dumped by President Dias 
Ordaz in a clever political 
maneuver. And Uruchurtu is 
but one of several important 
Mexican political chiefs who 
have fallen since Diaz Ordaz 
took office. 

Among the public figures 
who have recently lost their 
jobs—feeling what 'one' ob­
server called Diaz Ordaz' 
'dull but deadly political 
sword," are: 

—Carlos Madrazo, who 
look over the P.R.I, chair­
manship when Diaz Ordaz 
became president. An ideal­
ist, Madrazo shook the P.R.I. 
by proposing local primaries 
so that the people instead of 
the party would select the 
candidates forxrffice. Madra-
zo's^/Jan went withXhinw 

—Gov. Enrique Dupre 
Ceniceros of the state of Dur-
ango who did little to quash 

a student strike against out­
side mining interests. TheT" 
students said the mine opera­
tors were taking most of the 
Durango mining industry 
profits outside the state. Gov. 
Ceniceros was fired for "in­
competence." 

—Saltiel Alatriste, director 
of social security, who was 
pushing for reforms in the 
system, and was fired for his 
troubles. 

—Ignacio Chavez, rector of 
the University of Mexico, 
who was fired, informed 
sources say, because he gave 
the students too much of a 
voice during recent student 
strike-demonstrations, 
tions. 

(Some also include ex-
President Lopez Mateos, who 
had been named committee 
president of the Olympic 
games of 1968, which will be 
held in Mexico, as a victim of 
Diaz Ordaz. Actually. Lopez 
Mateos resigned after under­
going brain surgery. But, 
some protest, Lopez Mateos 
is recovering and Diaz Ordaz 
has not mentioned reappoint­
ing him.) 

Reasons for firing- t h e s e 
members of the "revolution­
ary family" were taken in 
stride by the politically 
docile population. But when 
it was decided that Uruchur­
tu must also go, t he presi­
dent and the P.R.I, hierar-
achy apparently realized that 
it was not an easy matter. 

After all, Uruchurtu had 
been appointed by three 
presidents — Adolfo Ruiz 
Cortines, Lopez Mateos and 
Diaz Ordaz—as chief of the 
federal district department, 
and for 14 years had b e e n 
billed nationally and inter­
nationally as the great build­
er of the modern, beautiful, 
c l e a n and economically 
healthy Mexico City. 

It took congress, through 
presidential p r e s s u r e , to 
force popular Uruchurtu out 
of office. But first, a good 
reason had to be found to 
make Uruchurtu look l i k e 
public enemy No. 1. 

It was found on Sept. 12, 
when city officials evicted 
about 3,000 squatters and 
other destitute residents of 
the Santa Ursula and Ajusco 
areas on the southern rim of 
the city. Then city bulldozers 
came through and flattened 
the rickety shacks. 

All of a sudden there was 
a great public'outcry which 
was taken to the halls of 
congress. The ousted squat­
ters and representatives and 
senators of' Mexico's four 
registered political parties 
cried for Uruchurtu's head. 

• 
This sudden outcry against 

Uruchurtu had a false ring 

T**. a>Asti/f#TO*i Pcsr, 

to many experienced political 
observers in Mexico City. 

Mayor Uruchurtu had used 
similarly direct methods be­
fore in the name of building 
a beautiful city, virtually 
without objection. 

Uruchurtu fans point out 
that the> mayor also chal­
lenged powerful businessmen 
in the name of helping the 
poor. The 'Mexican film in­
dustry had been complaining 
bitterly because Uruchurtu 
would not allow them to, raise 
the price of movie admissions 
from four pesos—about 32 
cents—for single movies or 
eight pesos for double fea­
tures. The movie moguls said 
this price ceiling was killing 
the industry, but the mayor 
insisted that he was protect­
ing the right of the poor to 
go to the movies. 

As lor the bulldozers, the 
mayor's backers c o n t e nd 
wasn't it Uruchurtu who used 
bulldozers to knock down 
slums-housing the city's most 
notorious criminals? 

Why then all this outcry 
against Uruchurtu, his friend 
asked, just because city bull­
dozers mowed down t h e 
shacks of the illegal squatters 
and indigents who wou ld 
probably have been resettled 

Tanzania ^Holds World's 
Richest Fossil Museum 

National Geographic 

Tanzania, only two years 
old as a nation, is nearly two 
million years old In the his­
tory of humankindi 

At Olduvai Gorge, on the 
edge of the great Serengeti 
Plain, Dr. Louis S. B. Leakey" 
has discovered the fossil re­
mains of Homo habilis, a new 
species of p r e h i s t o r i c 
creature that seems to have 
been heading toward modern 
man. 

Homo habilis roamed Tan­
zania nearly two million 
years ago, according to potas­
sium-argon dating. He lived 
largely on catfish, and tor-

tacular display of wildlif 
toric fossils, big game and h ippo, elephant, giraffe, 
safaris, of roving dark tribes- zebra^wi ldebe 'es t , lion, 
meirand wide harsh plains, c . , e l l e a n d ft.trlcn 
of deep-blue lakes and - ' 
canlc peaks, is larger 
France, Belgium, and 
many combined. 

vol-
than 
Ger-

by the "city—as has been 
done in the past? 

Some of the answers now 
being bandied about in Mex­
ico City: 

-There is a purge going on 
within the P.R.I, to recon­
struct the party to Diaz Or­
daz' specifications — thus 
the firings of the ex-P.R.l, 
chairman, the ex-Durango 
governor, the ex-university 
rector and the ex-director of 
social security. 

-Uruchurtu, who had been 
once proposed as candidate 
for president by the opposi­
tion National Action Party 
(P.A.N), was becoing too pop­
ular and powerful. His nom­
ination by the P. R. 1. in 
1968 for president could be­
come a reality, violating the 
usual system whereby the 
president virtually picks his 
successor, this group says. 

-Uruchurtu was getting out 
of hand and; the . president 
had every right, unjdaikthe 
constitution, to fire thTlrTay-
or. 

The recent firings, espec­
ially that of Uruchurtu, ap­
parently mean that Diaz OP 
daz is consolidating his pow­
er—while getting rid of im­
portant officials who are not 
his own men. 

The president has appint-
ed Gen. Alfonso Corona del 
Rosal, former P. R. I. chair­
man, as mayor of Mexico 
City. The new mayor has 
promised to revamp city gov­
ernment so that the "city 
can continue to progress." 
There are some strong indi­
cations that new night clubs 
will be allowed ,to open and 
that all bars and cabarets 

The Masai aren't the larg- jf11 b? a b l e t o operate later 
than the present 1 a.m. cur-

Th'e present-day population 
numbers some 23.000 Euro­
peans, 100,000 Asians and 
Arabs, and about 10,000,000 
Africans. 

Sisal plantations spread in­
land from,the coast. Rope 
fiber remains the chief cash 
crop; Tanzania is the world's 
largest producer. Other ex­
ports are cloves, cotton, cof­
fee, and diamonds. Mwadul, 

est of Tanzania's 120 tribes, 
but they form the aristoc­
racy. Tall, tough, and proud, 
Masai warriors live on the 
blood and milk of their be­
loved cattle and bow to no 
man. 

few. 

But the important thing 
is that the new mayor has* 
made it clear that he knows 
who the boss is—President 
Diaz Ordaz. 

Diaz Ordaz seems deter­
mined to put his personal 
stamp on his administration 
— without leftovers from 
p r e v i o u s administrations.. 
This worries important poli­
ticians in the P.R.I. who feel 
that Diaz Ordaz . favors, 
among other "right-wing," 
tenets, too much foreign in­
vestment at the cost of un­
dermining Mexican control 
of the country's natural and 
industrial resources. • This, 
according to liberals and ex«-
treme left-wingers in the P. 
R. I., means a betrayal of 
the Mex i can revolution 
which was "fought to disen­
tangle Mexico from foreign 
influences." 

Gang Names 
Chicago Trlbuna 

There is a certain monot­
ony about the names chosen 
by teen-age gangs, with their 
endless varieties of Rangers, 
Aagelsr'Cobras, and so on— 
a m o n o t o n y which is not 
made any more palatable by 
some of their exploits. 

So it is refreshing to learn 
that in the Rogers Park area 
there is a youthful troupa 
which calls itself the Sleep­
less Knights. We don't know 
how the Knights o c c u p y 
their sleepless time, and 
would nei^e so naive as to 
suggest that they spend it all 
doing homework. But at least 
we've heard no complaints 
that they make the nights 
sleepless for anybody else. 

On the .basis off available 
evidence, they deserve points 
for conslderateriesi as well 
as ingenuity. •: V 
- — -&g 

QJrjr Er tburf i tg l lorh 
He laid his right hand upon 
me, saying unto «ri|e, Fear 
not; I am the first'and the 
last'. I am he that- liveth, 
and was dead; and; behold, 
I. am alive for evermore.-— 
Revelation 1:17-18.-

Stamp Protects 

Good News for Hearse Users 
CMcac* Trtfcuna 

The Johnson administration 
"rrrty not have been able to do 
much about the high cost of liv­
ing, but Congress is whittling 
away at the high cosl of dying. 
One of the many riders lacked 
onto the foreign investors lax 
act of 1WB6, according to Com­
merce Clearing House, Inc., re­
duce* the excise lax on hearses. 
The hill has been sent lo the 

"White House for the president's 
signature. 

We suppose we Jwuild he 
grateful to Ihe government for 
so generously yiMnVng some of 
il* lake on our lasl ride,/assum­
ing, of course, that the under­
taker passes the reduction along 
to our heirs. Rut il's curious 
lhal while the government is 
trying lo slow down thi boom 
aiurh talking of higher laxes in 
many areas, it should be cutting 
Ihe lax on hearses. Does it have 
no more'faith in medicare than 
thai? 

tolses that he could catch by in Tanzania's back country, is 
' hand. But he .made stone one of the richest diamond 

tools, and was possibly earth's mines ever found. 
first inhabitant to do iii. ^ . , .. _ 

Geologically, Tanzania is a 
If future discoveries should very old country. Over the 

bear out Charles Darwin's ages, erosion has peeled oft 

Chrlttlan Seltnca Manlier 

American sho ipers in re- Shop, inc., an Eastern chain, 
cent years have been quite reports enrrently that' after 

Samn* « m S % i VJ 'HSJi? £ ° U r >C"S ° f s t u dy »nd *«* 
stamp game, we ire never , 
surprised to be tola that the n*; 1 o f * -5 * . * h l f l c d 

new toaster, the electric hair 1«« .August from stamps to dryer, the bright bedroom 
prediction—and Dr. Leakey's much of the topsoll, leaving rug in a friend's home were 
belief—that Africa will turn 
out to be the cradle of man, 
then nature could hardly 
have provided a more drama­
tic Eden than Tanzania. 

acquired "foT nothing" with 
stamps. The friend tells you 
this with a touch of nride. 

for grazing and cultivation 
only weak subsoil and scat­
tered lush pockets of ' vol­
canic origin. _,' . . I 

* But mow once igain t h e 
But it is precisely this ero- whole practice is being ques-

sive process that has revealed tioned. Is the purchase really 
Olduvai's vast storehouse Of "for nothing"? Some of the 
Stone Age relics, a fossil mu- women's groups which have 

south from the shining white seum such as exists perhaps been boycotting chain stores 
dome of Mount Kilimanjaro nowhere else on earth. 

The East-sAfrican nation, 
combining Tanganyika and 
Zanzibar, stretches north to 

to the deep valley of a river 
border with Mozambique, and 
eastward froiwjMhe African 
continent's immense central 
lakes to the Indian Ocean. 

All told, this land of orchis-

Wild animals and the Ma­
sai people give present-day 
Tanzania its own intensely 
African personality. Seren­
geti National Park offers ' a 
haven to Africa's most soec-

what the chain calls' mini-
pricing. Although this has 
caused a drop in earnings, 
the company intends to stick 
to the new policy, believing 
there will be a long-term 
gain. 

We find convincing the 
evidence that stamps tend to 
increase retail costs when 
most major competitors use 

in protMtTgYinVhTgh prices } h e m *"d n 6 n e « e t s »nadvan-
are Insisting it is not. They tage.-The report on b read 
are asking stores to give them *n d ml1* S r i c e / Jus] , 8«u e d 

lower prices instead. ** f • Federi Trade Com-
. mission states that the prac-

Last year 500 kuperfnark- tice "his substantially raised 
ets reportedly gave up their retail' distribution costs over 
itamn frannhlspx. Stnn A thi» lust drrarie." 

The National Commission 
on Food Markst'ng found in­
dications of thi*.trend. The 
increase is usually "hargert to 
the consumer. (An excep'nn 
are the gasollrir filling sta­
tions which giveA^amps hut 
meet the prices of-, those 
which do not.)' :':; 

The answer of-one trading 
stamp company head is that 
the housewife prefer* stamps 
to pennies saved. *'The> 'mean 
saving for soma 'tt.m. she 
wouldn't ordinarily buy for 
herself," he said.- • • 

This has been ttuYln the 
past, no doubt. Rut is the 
game losing its ch>rm as 
prices spurt upward wttfl in-
flation? Premiums are *|u n. 
But as shoppers face budget 
pressures, many are liVe& to 
prefer less fuu and ttore 
XAvinp* 
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