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Refinishing Most Practicable 
Method For Antique Furniture 

REMOVE THE EXI*TIN& 
FINISH. 

THOROUGH £ANt>lN£ 
FOLLOW*. 

A Word from the Editor 
FARMERS continue to use more electrical power and 

consequently are paying more for the service, says the 
Agriculture Department. «, 

The Crop Reporting Board said its annual survey last 
summer showed 918 kilowatt hours per farm were used 
on the average, up 38 kwh from a year, earlier and 301 
more than in 1960. 

Farmers paid an average of $19.50 per month for 
electricity in 1970, $1.10 more than in the summer of 1969, 
the hoard said. The cost per Kwh was 2.12 cents, com­
pared with .2.09 cents a year earlier, the first upturn in 
unit costs in five years. 

Dry rolled wheat can be successfully used in rations 
of growing cattle to replace up to at least 40 per cent of 
other grains in the concentrate mixture, according to 
University of Arkansas Agricultural Experiment Station 
research. 

As more and more wheat is produced, it is becoming 
competitive with other grains for livestock feeds. Scien­
tists feared, heifers fed high wheat rations would suffer 
stomach problems, but the dry rolling process apparently 
is the key to solving wheat digestibility problems. 

* * * * * * 
Soybeans are an excellent feed for dairy cows and 

may be substituted for cottonseed meal or soybean meal 
when soybean prices are cheaper, according to Auburn 
University research. Scientists discovered that soybeans 
in blended rations caused no change in milk production, 
milk fat per cent, body weight or idaily intakes of ration 
dry matter. 

"Nearly 400 Agriculture Department employes have 
been transferred to the new Environmental Protection 
Agency, most of them from the Agricultural Research 
Service. 

. Responsibility for federal' registration of pesticides 
was taken from the department and given to EPA. How­
ever, the USDA will continue research on pesticides and 
will make recommendations to the new agency. 

About 360 of the USDA personnel involved in the 
transfer came from the pesticides regulation division in 
the Agricultural Research Service, a sp6TfesThlm~said. The 
remainder included employes from other- environmental 
agencies, the office of general council, inspector general 
staff and information services. 

* * -* * * * 

A check written on the left flank of a Guernsey cow 
to wearing surfaces. Rub the There is no storage tank. Af- J ™ ^ ^ * * ^ at s' London bank. The check cashed 

instructions will be printed final coat lightly with the ter drawing water for about « £ f v • i? r K" ^ l * * T 1 f£F P U N C " 
• ••- •• r — 30 seconds the temperature magazine m honorof his 60th year with the humor and 

^f the" waternaecomesHmuch saiireTnagaztner^ The~cowJsrowuer accornpaniedthe-cow-
lower. The oil burner service- to the bank, carrying a little yellow bucket "just in case,'* 

he explained. v- - -
* * * * * * 

The dust bowl has been cut to saucer size, but wind 
erosion still persists as a problem in the 10 Great Plains 
states: During the 1969-70 wind erosion season ending 
May 31, the SCS reports, more thanl,876,000 acres in 
244 counties suffered soil .blowing damage. That's an in­
crease of 88.tS"per cent over the comparable_period in 
1968-69, when*~995,150 acres were damaged by wind ero­
sion in 204 counties. ^ 

Even so, the situation is vastly improved by com­
parison with the peak blow season of 1954-55, when more 
than 15 million acres in the Plains were hurt by wind~ 
erosion. 

What caused the upturn during the past season? The 
SCS says the main factors were (1) insufficient plant 
growth and land icover, (2) lack of moisture and/or ex­
tremely heavy rains causing soil crusting, (3) overgraz­
ing, and (4) clean tilling land for seedbed preparation. 

Adverse effects of the sojl blowing are listed as (1) 
respiratory ailments; (2) traffic hazards (3) increased 
cost of property maintenance, particularly roads and 
fences, houses and automobiles; and (4) expense of re-
leveling land and replanting crops. 

—B. W. M. 

By HERMAN BAUM 
Dear House Doctor: , ..— 
What does a f e 11 o w" do 

when he is willed some an-1-
cient m a h o g a n y furniture 
that has seen at least two 
generations of use and is sad­
ly in heed of ref inishing? It is 
not worth spending the high 
price o f r e f i n i s h i n g b y a 
professional refinisher, and 
he.dare not dispose of it lest 
he suffer the wrath of the 
family. P.G. 

Answer— You really have 
a problem. You could" put it 
in a corner of the back bed­
room and keep it covered 
with a sheet except when the 
family comes to visit. Perhaps 
you could place it in the rum­
pus room as everyone else 
does with their outmoded fur­
niture. If these ideas do not 
appeal to you, there is noth­
ing else to do except refinish 
it yourself. We shall explain a 
simple method that will spoil 
only two or three weekends, 
but then you may be compen­
sated by getting some sur­
prisingly beautiful pieces out 
of the lot. 

This method uses shellac, 
which is the easiest of all fin­
ishes to apply. The first thing 
to do is to remove all the ex­
isting varnish. This is. done 
with a s e m i - p a s t e water 
wash-away type varnish re­
mover. We shall not go into 
details here because complete 
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—on-theJabeL but follow these 
closely for best results. 

You have now removed- the 
gooey mess, washed the sur­
face and allowed it to dry. 
The next step is sanding. This 
must be done carefully, as the 
finishing . material accentu­
ates blemishes rather than 
bides them. Use a metal sand­
ing block or cut one four 

• inches long from a two-by-
four. Wrap a piece of 120-grit 
silicon carbide paper around 
this and sand with the grain 
until the surface is smooth, 
then finish with No. 220-grit 
paper. Carefully remove all 
dust. 

The pleasing appearance of 
a shellac finish makes'it pre­
ferred by many refinishers. It 
does not withstand the pun­
ishment of some other finish­
es and if you upset your mar­
tini on it you can. start all 
over. Orange shellac is pre­
ferred for walnut and mahog­
any, but be sure that you use 
only fresh stock as it deterio­
rates rapidly. The shellac is 
diluted with alcohol before 
applying. If you buy the 4-
pound cut, add two quarts of 
alcohol to each quart of shel-

-—lac. For a 5-pound cut, add 
two. .thirds gallon of alcohol 
per quart of shellac. Use a 
good grade brush with plenty 
of bristles and flow the shel­
lac on the surface with full 
strokes. Lap each stroke over 
the previous one and brush 
out smooth. Allow all this 
coat to dry for one hour, then 
rub lightly with the 220-grit 
paper, remove the dust and 
apply a second coat. Allow 
this 2 hours for drying, sand­
paper, then apply a third 
coat. At least three coats 
must be applied to the sides 
of furniture and four or more 

_s^ndp r̂jer__until̂  the surface 
appears level. If any small 
shiny spots remain, rub light­
ly with No. 4-0 steel wool. 

The final step is to apply a 
thin coat of paste furniture 
wax, allow this to dry for 30 
minutes, then buff with soft 
cloths. Wait one hour, apply a 
second coat in the same man* 
ner. 

Thanks To 
W.L.H., who finds it easier 

to drill holes in concrete by 
using both an electric mason­
ry drill and a star drill. When 
he .encounters hard aggregate 
in the concrete with the elec­
tric drill, he uses the star 
drill and hammer to "shatter 
the aggregate before proceed­
ing witTrtTie masonry drill. 

Z.P., who has dislodged 
three colonies of bees. He 
connected the garden hose to 
the hot water heater and 
chased them with a hot show­
er. 

W.J.C., who uses xylene for 
removing the exterior PVA 
paint that quickly dries on 
the outer b r i s t l e s of the 
brush. This service had sug­
gested the .use"- of a wire 
brush for r e m o v i n g this 
paint. 

:::.- ; Stained Ceiling 
Dear House Doctor: 
My roof l e a k e d and. it 

stained my ceiling. How do I 
remove the stain? 

J.W.E. 
Answer — It is not possible^ 

•to remove the stain from 
bare plaster. Cover the stain 
with fresh shellac which acts 
as a sealer, then paint the 
ceiling. 

No Hot Water 
Our hot water is supplied 

by a coil within the furnace. 

man says there -is no cure for 
this trouble. What is your op­
inion? 

C.C. 
Answer — My opinion is 

that the s e r vTc e m a n is a 
chicken plucker who is moon­
lighting. After a number of 

tyears service a coating may 
develop inside 'the heating 
coil located in the boiler. This 
acts as .an insulation to prev­
ent the water heating rapidly. 
•Most cities have companies 
that can remove this coating 
by the use of strong chemi­
cals, but it is not a do-it-your­
self job. 

Not For Ceramic Tile 
Dear House Doctor: 
We recently purchased an 

older home that has asphalt 
tile on the bathroom floor. 
We intend to install ceramic 
tile on top of the existing as­
phalt tile. Some suggestions 
please. 

Mrs. D.B. 
• Answer — C e r a m i c tile 
must not be installed over the 
existing resilient tile'. In fact, 
it is very doubtful if the floor 
is sufficiently rigid to.permit, 
the use of ceramic tile since 
it Was not constructed \for 
this purpose. 
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Rcaders with questions on 
maintenance and repair of 
home may receive answer* by 
dressing The House Doctor, Water* 
town Daily Times. Please limit 
letters to one question, and enclose-
a self-addressed stamped envelope 
for reply. 
(Released by The Register and Tribune 

Syndicate, 1971 
— » — 

The Cover * 

False Stalks 
B a n a n a s don't grow on 

trees but on plants with false 
stalks of tightly rolled leaven 
instead of woody tissue. 

The cold weather plus 
vacation from school com-
bined to provide opportun­
ity for good ice skating. 
These boys pause momen­
tarily from their skating 
on the pond in the fore­
ground to admire the Black 
Angus cattle. The pond, 
adjacent land and cattle 
are owned by John Breuer 
and located just outside 
Sackets Harbor on the Old 
Military Road. The boys, 
shown left to right in this 
acene by Times Staff Pho­
tographer Joseph Cerronl, 

I 
are Dennis Wood, Donald Wood and John Breuer, Jr. 
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