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a Go signal.....not given'' 
In view of all the allegations 

concerning the CIA, will anyone 
come forward and ask, in the 
presence of the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence, who 
is to blame for all the failures? 
Senator George McGovern had 
his picture taken holding a file 
from Fidel Castro that purports 
to tell of 24 alleged CIA assassi­
nation attempts against the Cu­
ban dictator. Isn't there some 
leader, elected or appointed, who 
will inquire how the CIA, the 
counterpart to the Soviet KGB, 
could try 24 times and miss? Im­
agine what would happen if simi­
lar allegations were made to the 
effect that the Russian apparatus 
attempted 24 times to eliminate 
a democratic revolutionary of 
the West. 

%. , Robert A. Maheu has ap-
'£ peared before the senate com-
: mittee and described how he re-
~ cruited a Mafia figure for the 
; CIA in a plot to poison Castro. 
*• After the former confidant of Ho-
-", ward Hughes -described the re-
1 cruiting effort and the money he 
^.received, he offered this conclu­
s i o n : "There came a time prior, 
• to the invasion—the attempted 
i' invasion—that Mr. Castro, either 
'*:. his brother Raoul, or Mr. Che 
- (Che Guevara), and I can't re-
;;" member which of the two, could 
J have been administered the poi-
; son; but the go signal had not 
> been given." 
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."*; While others read this as an-
• other instance of CIA conspiracy, 

shouldn't it be read as an inst­
il ance of executive authority 
;1 somewhere in the CIA or the 
> White House that declared for^ 
t: mally or informally, "No go." 

When is an assassination at-
; tempt? Does it begin at the 
''•] moment .that an agile or dumb 

mind conceives the idea? Does it 
therefore continue all the way 

/ through the planning process, ra-
^tional or irrationalf It is clear 
Vthat had the poison passed the 
J lips of Castro* there would in-
^ deed have been an assassination 
.- attempt. But nobody handed him 

the stuff because of the order, 
;y"Nogo." 

The Maheu testimony contin­
ues with his stating that in the 
early 1960s he had to hold the 
hand of the late Sam Giancana of 

the Mafia and organized crime. 
Mr. Maheu said also that he had 
to likewise hold the hand of an­
other Mafia figure, John Roselli, 
in Miami. These two leaders of 
the crime world were supposed 
to undertake the poison act. 

We have to believe what Mr. 
Maheu says, but isn't it some­
what remarkable that these har­
dened figures of the syndicate 
had to have as a babysitter the 
former FBI agent? Isn't it fas­
cinating also the story by Mr. 
Maheu that in the interest of 
keeping Giancana involved in the 
project Maheu engaged a private 
detective agency in Miami to 
investigate the comedian Dan 
Rowan because Sam the Man 
feared that the comedian was at­
tracting the attention of the sin­
ger, Phyllis McGuire? 

If these are the ingredients of 
a ClA assassination plot, the pur-

—poses~ofthe UniteoTStates have 
been poorly served/Imagine the 
KGB stumbling around in such a 
manner. 

Seriously though, Senator 
; McGovern should know better 

than to become a messenger for 
Castro. That is really what has 
happened because last May 5-8 
he went to Cuba on a trip paid 
for by the Senate Foreign Rela­
tions committee. Thirty-one 
American reporters accompan­
ied him.They paid their own 
way and added enough into the 
pot to pay for Mrs. McGovern 
and two others from the McGov­
ern staff to make the trip. They 
paid $250 per person and re­
ceived a refund, of $40-50. 

More than two months later 
he said, while he was giving this 
dossier to the intelligence com­
mittee, he and his staff had 
made no independent investiga­
tion of any of the allegations and 
could not vouch for its truthful­
ness. Releasing this report, the 
senator is doing exactly what he 
and others complain about when 
they tell of unevaluated data 
filed by the FBI or, for that mat­
ter, by the CIA. ; 

It is hardly appropriate for 
Senator McGovern, a former 
nominee for the presidency of 
the United States, to become a 
buck-passer for Fidel Castro. 

Arena Operators Producers 
Those massive arenas in 

'many of the larger cities around 
the country are not only costly to 

',. build — but also expensive to 
; maintain. To pay their way, they 

must be utilized and not left idle 
too long. However, there is a 
scarcity of big arena-sized 
shows. 
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So what is happening? 

According to variety Arena 
• operators may also become show 
^producers, adopting a trend set 
\ by "Ice Capadesv" This ice.show 
; is the result of a consortium of 
I arena managers banded together 
! as the Arena Managers Associa-
; tion. Nearly 30 managers got to-
j gether; put up approximately 
«$10,000 each to found the ice 
iShow. 

After the first season there 
was an insufficiency of funds, 

~ but the prime mover made good 
"the deficit and got the larger pro-
J portion of shares. When the show 

was sold later to Metromedia, 

each of the original owners re­
ceived a sizable capital gains 
profit. 

"Ice Capades" is one of the 
success ventures in arena prod­
uction. In this case the managers 
who owned the show were able to 
provide more favorable dates 
than their older competitor, "Ice 
Follies." 

Incidentally, "Holiday on Ice" 
was squeezed out from many of 
the large arenas. This show 
solved its problem by carrying 
its own ice-making equipment 
and ultimately was admitted into 
the company of the larger ar­
enas. 

In the sports field, some ob­
servers feel the arena operators-
producers have just scratched 
the surface. Already some own 
their own hockey and basketball 
teams. Now they are looking at 
the increased interest in soccer, 
tennis and lacrosse as a box off­
ice factor in the years ahead. 

Stepping On Some Toes 

Temperance in AH Things, With Syrup of Honesty, 
"Receipt" for Longevity Given by Pioneer Doctor, 97 

.j£ In the Fall of 1973, platform-
ipoled shoes became "in"foot­
wear for dedicated followers of 

Sashion. The soles on some styles 
Were a couple of inches thick and 
wheels ranged up to nearly six 
"inches high. 

The American Medical Asso­
ciation caUed them "unsafe" and 

.orthopedic surgeons later re­
ported treating patients for inju­
ries sustained in falls. 

Now, nearly two years later, 
"platforms" apparently still are 

Jn style, in Pittsburgh, Pa., at 
•least. 

However, Pittsburgh City 
"Treasurer Joseph L. Cosetti is 
"stepping on some toes." 

After having to pay work­
men's compensation to two fem­
ale workers and one male 
worker injured after tripping 
over their own feet, Mr. Cosetti 
prohibited the wearing of plat­
forms by city employes. He or­
dered all city supervisors "to 
send employes home until safe 
shoes are worn while on duty." 

However, the edict might 
cause a "family problem." ' 

Mr. Cosetti's wife, Marilyn, 
who is an executive secretary to 
Mayor Peter Flaherty, wears 
platforms. Will she be ordered to 
abandon the style? 

"That," said her husband, "is 
up to her supervisor!" 

An autobiography of Dr. Peletiah Dwight, pioneer 
doctor of Jefferson County, highlights a sketch of his 
life which appeared in the Adams Journal in 1882 at the 
time of his death at 97 years of age. The account was 
reprinted 35 years later in the Aug. 29, 1917, edition of 
The Watertown Daily Times. 

Dr. Dwight's biography also contains some of his re­
miniscences, spicing it with details of the customs of 
the 1800s. 

Born Jan. 14, 1785 in Somers, Conn., Dr. Dwight 
came to Champion in Jefferson County, when he was 30. 
He studied medicine with an uncle there, was admitted 
to practice in 1821 in Madison County* and practiced in 
Henderson. He died Dec. 12, 1882. 

The Adams Journal account "follows: 
"For the want of a memo­

randum to assist my me­
mory, I must stop. 

"Peletiah Dwight, M.D." 

INCHW0RM 

On Tuesday, Dec. 12, 1882, 
Dr. Peletiah'Dwight, a long 
and well-known resident of 
northern ^J.Y., after an ill­
ness of about 18 hours, "fell 
asleep and was gathered to 
his fathers." 

A few years ago, Benjamin 
W. Dwight. of Clinton, N.Y.. 
who had publisheda geneal­
ogical history of the noted 
Dwight family of this county, 
received the following letter 
from Dr. Dwight: 

"Adams, N.Y., Feb. 11, 
1881 

" "Dear Sir: I received your 
letter requesting me to give 
some sketch of my past life. 
Am a little surprised that 
you should make such a re= 
quest of a man 96 years of 

_age. whose keepers of, the 
house tremble and the strong 
men bow themselves: the 
doors are shut in the street: 
and those that look out of the 
windows are darkened. 

"My native place is So­
mers, Conn. I was born Jan. 
14th, 1785; received a little 
literary light from Webster's 
first spelling-book. There I 
remained until I was 11 
years old, during which time 
I had the measles,and the 
smallpox by innoculation. 

"My education had* now 
advanced so that I was able 
to read Webster's Third 
Part. My father removed to 
Wilmington, Vt. Books then 
were scarce, and teachers of 
schools imperfect; and I had 
to travel a mile and a half to 
school, over the snowdrifts 
of Vermont. At 15. I comm­
enced to study Alexander's 
grammar, which I found 
very imperfect. This winter 
I learned vocal music, at­
tending singing schools in 
the evening and the other 
school during the day, 
— "Brought up to manual 
labor, I had but little time 
for mental improvement. At 
the age of 21, I began to 
teach school; having a little 
more knowledge than my as­
sociates. Thus I went on, la­
boring in the summer and 
teaching in the winter, till I 
was 30 years old. I then went 
to the town of Champion, 
Jefferson county, N.Y., to 
my relatives, who moved 
there a short time before. 
Lost what little property I 
had. 

"Then my uncle, who was 
a physician, proposed to me 
to study medicine, which I 
did. Studied four years, ac­
cording to law and received 
a diploma. I then went to the 
town of Henderson, on the 
lake shore, and commenced 
the practice of physic, which 
I followed for 50 years with 
as much success as physi­
cians in general; made no 
gross mistakes, and in ac­
couchement never lost a pa­
tient. Bought a small farm of 
40 acres, one-half cleared; 
built a house and two small 
barns. 

"In 1828 there commenced 
about the first of July an epi­
demic, or rather an endemic 
fever, typhoid in some inst­
ances (typhus ichtarodes) 
which lasted four months. It 
extended on the shores of 
Lake Ontario from its outlet 
to its head. Season ex­
tremely warm and wet, with 
tremendous thunder show­
ers. There fell with the rain 
a substance resembling sul­
phur, which covered the 
small puddles in the road, 
turning green in a few 
hours, emitting a putrid ef­
fluvia. 

"My task was a hard one 
— riding night and day. In 
every face was shown fear­
ful anxiety, deaths frequent. 
I was supported through the 
whole and escaped un­
scathed. I strove to keep my 
digestion in a healthy state, 
which I did for the most 
part 

, "You ask what course of 
life I have pursued to obtain 
so great longevity? By keep­
ing my digestive organs in a 
healthy state. 
"Here I will give you a re­

ceipt: Temperate eating, 
drinking, exercise and rest, 
mixed wKh a syrup of ho­
nesty; dose to be taken as 
the case requires. ' 

V 

Dr. P. Dwight studied 
medicine under Dr. Con­
verse Johnson, of Champion, 
Jefferson county, for four 
years—the time prescribed 
by law—and on the 1st day 
of March, 1821, received his 
diploma from the Madison 
County Medical Society, con­
vened at Eaton in that 

-county. This same year 
(1821) he took up his abode in 
Henderson,'Jefferson county, 
where he practiced his pro­
fession of over 54 years, or 
until he was over 90 years of 
age. Even after that, sum­
moned bj£ reason of the 
value placed jpon-his ser­
vices, he has gone out in the 
night, wrapped in buffalo 
skins, to minister, as in ear­
lier days to.those who. were 
suffering. Much of. the time 
the task was a very hard 
one. The country was new, 
the roads bad, his convey­
ance being mainly on horse­
back. His ride extending 
over a' large territory and 
for a number of years, there 
being no physician on Point 
Peninsula,.he was frequently 
called there, being obliged to 
cross the water for twelve 
miles in a row boat. In all 
these long years his great 
aim was to alleviate suffer­
ing, and many are the wit­
nesses of his success in his 
chosen .calling. 

During the intense Ma­
sonic excitement about the 
murder of William Morgan, 
he renounced Masonry and 
boldly denounced its errors/ 
for which cause his life was 
frequently threatened; But 
threats of violence did not 
deter him from doing what 
he considered his duty, h r 
politics, after anti-Masonic 
times, he was a Whig during 
the existence of that party. 
At its first organization he 
espoused the cause of the 
Republican party and contin­
ued to vote with it to his 
death. 

Being a lover of education, 
he did what he could for the 
advancement of those ar­
ound him, and for 15 conse­
cutive years he was elected 
school commissioner. Many 
an old teacher and scholar 
can yet be found who re­
members with gratitude his1 

efforts to assist them in their 
difficult tasks, and many an 
amusing anecdote is related 
of the pleasing manner in 
which he endeavored to in­
cite both pupil and teacher 
to persevering effort to se­
cure a good education. 

He was born of Puritan 
stock and thoroughly trained 
in the doctrines of the Bible. 
He early became a Christian 
and chose Christ as his Sa­
viour and Master at a time 
when there was no religious 
excitement, having sufficient 
manly courage to take a 
stand entirely alone for what 
he believed to be right, he 
united with the Congrega­
tional church in Wilmington, 
Vt., in 1807, and when he re­
moved to Henderson became 
a member of the Henderson 
Congregational church, of 
which he continued a mem­
ber during its existence. He 
afterwards united with the 
Presbyterian church in 
Belleville, and upon his re­
moval to Adams, about eight 
years ago, united with the 
Presbyterian church, and so 
continued until his death. In 
Henderson he frequently ass­
isted in the public services 
on the Sabbath, and also 
held prayer meetings in his 
own house, which he con­
ducted for the good of his fel­
low-beings and the glory of 
God. 

He was a friend of the 
boatmen and sailors who 
found a home at Henderson, 
was interested in their fami­
lies and exercised a restrain­
ing influence over the way-
Ward.1t is said that if one 
among them got drunk, Dr. 
Dwight would go to him and 
talk with him so plainly and 
kindly that he would in some 
instances become so as­
hamed as to cease his drun­
ken sprees. He was emi-

in all his business relations 
an honest man. 

He early purchased a 
small farm to which he gave 
his attention in the intervals 
of professional 4uty- °f ^s 
garden, it is said it was very 
neatly kept, and doubtless 
many good things from it 
found their way to his pa­
tients who were too poor to 
get the delicacies, their 
health demanded. On his 
farm poor patients labored 
who otherwise would have 
been unable to pay him for 
his services. Many of them 
did not,.from sheer inability, 
to whom he willingly gave 
his services; and, as for 
those who were able, we are 
not sure all paid him, for it 
is said he never collected a 
bill. 

In conversation some time 
since, he said that quackery 
in these early days was just 

about the same as now. 
There were different forms 
of it. The regular physicians 
were fairly educated. 

He said, "The Mormons 
came in and I had a combat 
with them. They professed to 
have healing power, and 
talked in unknown tongues. 
They healed by laying on of 
hands, if the patient had 
faith; but when they got 
scared, sent for me. They 
were not but a short time 
there, then went to Ohio. 
Their priests would come 
and go. 

"A girl who was not well, 
joined them. They said she 
had .the devil in her. They 
went one day to get him 
out." 

Some time after he asked 
a priest what they did. 

"Oh," he said, ''the house 
was so full of the devil they 
could not get him out.'' 

A Plan To Consider 

* 
ncntly a man of peace, and 

Chicago Tribune 
We're surprised at the 

haste and arbitrariness with 
which Mayor Daley and our 
colleagues at the Sun-Times 
have rejected a carefully 
constructed proposal to build 
a sports complex on the 
lakefront just south of the 
mouth of the Chicago River. 

Mr. Daley says he doesn't 
want the lakefront marred 
by commercialism, and the 
Sun-Times reminds us that 
according to the late Daniel 
Burnham, father of the Chi­
cago lakefront plan, "the 
lakefront by right belongs to 
the people." It doesn't want 
the area "trampled by 
hundreds of thousands of 
feet" or desecrated by pop­
corn boxes and pop bottles. 

We're not ready yet to en­
dorse the proposal, which in­
cludes an 80,000 seat domed 
stadium and a race track; 
but it does have many ap­
pealing features, and the 
objections that have been 
raised to it are half-baked or 
fallacious. 

The mayor who denounces 
commercialism on the lake-
front is the same mayor who 
has been pushing for a giant 
airport built in the lake, and 
who still insists it will be 
built'— too it would be more 
of an eyesore than the pro­
posed sports complex. The 
latter would be far lower (147 
feet from lake level to the 
top of the dome) than the 
high-rise office and luxury 
apartment buildings now 
going up on the lakefront in 
that area, and would be hid­
den from the Loop by them. 

At present the area is to­
tally useless or inaccessible 
to the public, even by boat. 
It is occupied mainly by a 
coast guard station whose 
only merit is a certain incon­
gruous picturesquencss. 

It would be nicet of course,, 
to visualize the area as a 

quiet nature refuge or iso­
lated beach, open to the 
public but trod upon only by 
two or four softly strolling 
feet at a time; but this is 
simply not in the cards for 
the downtown area, espe­
cially with today's fear of 
crime. _ Hundreds of thou­
sands of feet would at least 
mean that the owners of 
those feet were enjoying 
themselves, which is more 
than can be said of the. area 
either at present or when it 
is lined with private apart­
ment buildings. 

As for the Burnham plan, 
it quite clearly earmarked 
this area for steamship 
docks and a big pavilion, 
where happy feet would 
presumably trample while 
their owners bought com­
mercialized popcorn and soft 
drinks. 

A major advantage to the 
location is that »- in the 
words of Harry Weese, the 
architect who is spokesman 
for the planners — it offers 
the "massive Infusion of ex­
citement" which is neces­
sary to revitalize the down­
town area. The big Monroe 
Street parking lot, almost 
next door, is virtually de­
serted in the evening. Public 
transportation could easily 
be provided. Detroit, Cincin­
nati, St Louis, and other ci­
ties have managed to revive 
business in their downtown 
areas in evenings and on 
week-ends, by waterfront 
stadiums and convention 
halls; and even with the 
sports complex, Chicagoans 
would have far greater ac­
cess to their waterfront, with 
its parks and beaches, than 
the people of any other city. 

0!hr fetthurtnn, Stori 
The Lord will give strength 
unto his people; the Lord 
will bless his people with 
peace.—Psalm 29:11 

"How do you know?" said 
the doctor. 

The writer is not exactly 
certain what the answer 
was, but thinks, from his 
notes, that the priest said, "I 
opened the door and he 
dodged out by me." 

Dr. Dwight said he thought 
the girl had foul stomach. 

He says, "I went in next 
day and looked at her. I 
didn't know but I was 
wicked, but 1 said I thought 
I could get the devil out of 
her by a puke — at least do 
as much as Mormons did. I 
gave her an emetic and she 
got better." „ • 

Of the religious character 
of the people, he said: 
"There were some Univer-
salists and a good many 
Nothingarians." 

Of the fever which pre­
vailed in 1828, s which he 
called yelloW fever or a type 
of it, he said, in addition to 
what is. given in the letter 
above: "The bodies would 
turn yellow after death. I th­
ought it would kill me with 
fatigue. Many died, many 
got well. I had no fear of it. 
All ages had it. An uncom­
mon season — thundershow-
ers almost every day — t̂er­
rible thunder-storms." 

Of the yellow substance 
which fell, he said: "It 
would turn green in less than 
24 hours and stink like fury. 
It came from the clouds; 
could be seen in eddies on 
the lake and in vessels set to 
catch water. Very hot after 
shower. Thunder did hot 
clear the air. The lightning 
was remarkable. Moved hos-
izonlally. Never saw it do so 
before and have once since 
— this summer — (1881)." 

The money fever existed 
then as it does now, but it 
took a different form. John 
Fall had a stone by which he 
pretended he could see mo-

. ney. He would take off his 
hat and look into it and lo­
cate the place where money 
i was to be found. They would 
then dig in the night. One 
man, Grote Harrington, 
made capital out of it. He 
had a large number of pine 
stumps, pretended he be­
lieved in the stones, and got 
men to dig under the stumps 
for it, and to incite them 
would contrive to. frighten 
them at their nightly toils 
for lucre, as If there was an 
agency that would keep 
them away. So he got his 
land cleared. After a while 
he was found out and his 
game was up. *• 

These reminiscences are 
given almost verbatim as 
they fell from the Dr.'a lips 
about a year ago, with no at­
tempt to make the'm orderly, 
but as they were jotted down 
in general conversation. 

The funeral was observed 
on Thursday at the house of 
his son, D.A. Dwight, and 
was conducted by Rev. J.S. 
Root His remains repose in 
Rural rr»m*>*/»«-.. 
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