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Children the Beneficiaries 
The governor and the legisla­

ture have it appears removed the 
problems which have created is­
sues and produced recrimina­
tions over the education of handi­
capped children. 

The controversy and the bit­
terness last winter and spring re­
sulting from disagreements over 
funding and lines of responsibil­
ity for this special program in 
Jefferson county were inelegant 
and unelevating. The children 
had become the focal point of 
what were mostly political strug­
gles although the opposing sides 
based their arguments on princi­
ple. The confusion either in the 
laws or over their interpretation 
only added to the agitation. 

Of the responsibilities which 
the new law resolves, perhaps 
the one concerning funding and 
the other reducing the role of 
Family Court in this type of edu­

cation are the two which will do 
the most to prevent a recurrence 
of this year's earlier experience. 

The law should enable the 
various agencies which have 
provided the educational ser­
vices for the handicapped, in­
cluding buildings and personnel, 
to work together for the best in­
terest of the students. 

Excellent programs at the 
lowest possible cost to the tax­
payers are ideals which can be 
met with the kind of cooperation 
these undertakings require. The 
mechanics for funding, with 
money provided directly by 
school districts and the state ac­
cording to a specific formula, 
will eliminate any possible mis­
understandings. 

If all that is best for these 
pupils can be achieved under this 
law, without unseemly episodes, 
then it is most welcome. 

Justice Burger and S.l. 
A massive document, better 

known to those who have worked 
on it by the number S.l., is no 
nearer its goal today than when 
work on it began more than four 
years ago. This opus represent a 
congressional effort of great 
magnitude, the full revision of 
federal criminal law. 

Except for the support of its 
main sponsors, the legislation 
has struck not just snags but so­
lid obstacles. Many people are 
unhappy with the results for a 
variety of reasons. On one side 
are organizations like the Ameri­
can Civil Liberties Union and on ' 
the other court leaders, notably 
Chief Justice Warren E. Burger 
of the U.S. Supreme Court. 

The differences between liber­
als and conservatives over the 
content of the bill and the sweep­
ing proposals it contains were to 
have been expected. Items such 
as the death penalties for some 
federal crimes, a more encom­
passing espionage law, a consi­
derably tougher law dealing with 
sabotage, and a more severe ap­
proach, to insanity pleas are but 
a.few of the details which have 
divided lawmakers. Their differ­
ences alone have made any ac­
ceptable compromise impossible. 

Chief Justice Burger, how­
ever, in a most unusual move, 
has openly opposed S.l. because 
of the "enormous burden" the 
law would impose on the federal 
courts. 

Troubling the chief justice 
and the U.S. Judicial Conference, 
for whom he was the spokesman, 
are provisions in the new law 
which, if adopted, would require 
federal judges to throw out pre­
cedents that had evolved over 
more than 100 years. The havoc 
such action would cause is clear. 

Litigation would be a long, night­
marish process and the neces­
sary time to resolve each case 
would be extensive forcing de­
lays in the treatment of other 
cases and adding rapidly to an 
evergrowing backlog. 

Justice Burger has been an 
outspoken critic of the Supreme 
Court's workload, holding that he 
and his associates already have 
more than they can handle pro­
perly. But here he is speaking 
not only on behalf of his court 
but of the chief judges of the 
largest of the federal courts 
which now handle more than 75 
per cent of all federal criminal 
cases. 

There is much that is good in 
the new law and much that is 
bad. Some provisions are too 
sweeping even by moderate stan­

dards. It is no wonder then that 
attempts at compromise have 
failed. As long as proponents and 
opponents of the bill remain un­
yielding, the entire S.l. package 
will go nowhere. That is unfor-
iunate after so much effort and 
time was devoted to it. 

JusUce Burger's voice may be 
the one influencing factor which 
finally puts an end to this legisla­
tion, leaving it forever dead. 
Piecemeal modernization to any­
thing is hardly an answer but 
that may be the only way to re­
solve this dilemma. 

5The Senate and House Judi­
ciary Committees which have 
struggled with this bill should 
lend an ear to Justice Burger's 
comments. The meaning and im­
pact of laws, no matter who au­
thors them, are no better than 
the treatment they receive at the 
ultimate end of the scale of jus­
tice, the courts. 

Horse Adoptions Again 
Wild horses had become so 

plentiful in South Central Nevada 
in the spring of 1975 that the U.S. 
Bureau of Land Management de­
cided to stage a roundup and put 
the animals up for adoption. The 
bureau was flooded with applica­
tions. 

However, many who sought 
these animals had a change of 
heart when it was specified the 
applicant had to go to Nevada to 
get his or her mustang. 

Now a similar "Adopt-a-
Horse" program is underway by 
the Department of Interior in Co­
lorado to keep these wild horses 
from starving because there is 

insufficient food on the ranges to 
support them. 

This adoption plan is not an 
ideal solution, either. First, the 
body chemistry of these animals 
is so delicate they may not live 
if taken off open range. 

Second, 80 to 90 per cent of 
the horses are extremely wild — 
and dangerous. They are not ac­
customed to being around hu­
mans. There is no way of know­
ing when such an animal would 
"rear up", and seriously injure 
or kill a member of the 
"adoptive" family. 

There must be a better way of 
controlling this horse population. 

Alarm System Misuse 
Police in two counties in Mar­

yland last year responded to a 
total of over 12,000 false burglary 
and holdup alarms set off by 
mistake in stores and other com­
mercial enterprises. 

Now police are considering 
taking drastic action, possibly in 
the form of fines against mer­
chants responsible for such 
alarms. 

They should. Every time an 
alarm goes off, whether for a 
real crime or carelessness on the 
part of the merchant, one or 
more police cars answer the call. 
This naturally creates a drain on 
manpower which might suddenly 

be needed elsewhere. 

In addiUon, some business­
men set off their alarms inten­
tionally — just to see how long it 
takes for police to arrive. This is 
inexcusably crying "wolf." No 
wonder some merchants were 
charged with filing a false re­
port. / 

These individuals should real­
ize that false store alarms are in 
the same category as false fire 
alarms. In both cases, men, vehi­
cles and equipment are being 
pressed into service without 
cause. And who pays the salar­
ies, buys the apparatus, and fills 
the gas tanks? Every taxpayer. 

Two Sister Towns on Montana-Canada Border Line 
Not Just a Fact of Life but Major Business of Both 

B y Grace. Liechtenstein 
* New York Timei 

On the waving wheat plains along the Montana-Can­
ada line sit sister towns in which the border is not just 
a fact of life, but the major business of both. 

Sweetgrass, Mont., populaUon 150, and Coutts, Al­
berta, populaUon 450. From a bluff a mile, east, it's 
impossible to tell them apart. From Bob Lerum's 
house, the border is equally invisible, since Coutts be­
gins somewhere in the middle of a grassy field just 
beyond his front yard. Only a rusty "warming" sign 
sUcking up out of the clover indicates the demarkaUon 
line. 

* Sweetgrass and Coutts are 
perfect examples of how the 
internaUonal boundary has 
affected the sparsely-popu­
lated West of both countries. 
Across the nearly 600 miles 
joining Canada and Mon­
tana, it has fostered both a 
binational culture and a par­
adoxical combination of 
cooperaUon and constraint. 

To mark border peace, 
Canadian mayors this sum­
mer presented their Ameri­
can counterparts with a 
b oo k v •• '-B.e-t w e e n 
Friends/Entre Amis," as a 
bicentennial gift. 

It was marked more con­
cretely here on July 21. when 
officials of both Canada and 
the United States met at the 
Sweetgrass-Coutts Ross In­
ternational Airport. (Ac­
tually, it's a grass airstrip . 
lying directly on the Interna­
Uonal boundary.) The offi­
cials discussed local efforts 
to have the airstrip up­
graded so more planes can 
take advantage of customs 
agencies already located in 
Coutts and Sweetgrass. 

"It's kind of like one big 
famUy," Leon Orr, mayor of 
Coutts, said in summing up 
relaUons between the towns.' 

Sweetgrass and Coutts owe 
their existence to the flour­
ishing truck, rail and auto 
traffic that passes through 
their companion customs-
immigration stations. Part 
of the overland route to 
Alaska, this is the second 
busiest port of entry west of 
Minnesota. 

The American border sta­
tion employs 19 government 
officials, the Canadian sta­
tion 36. There is a total of 
seven private customs brok­
erages in the two towns with 
more than 60 employes who 
do the import-export paper­
work for the thousands of 
trucks and railroad cars car­
rying goods from one coun­
try to the other each month. 

In addition, tiny Coutts has 
a historical museum, two 
gas stations, a motel and an 
inn to serve travelers, while 
Sweetgrass has five bars and 
a duty-free store. 

"If you took the border 
away, you might have two 
farmers left," said B.L. Car­
penter, a U.S. immigration 
officer. 

Even though the towns 
make their livelihood off the 
border, the residents hardly 
consider their neighbors for­
eigners. Coutts supplies both 
towns with fire protection 
and water, while Sweetgrass 
provides natural gas and 
electricity for both. In addi­
Uon to the airstrip, the two 
share an International Lions' 
Club and an East-West 
"border" road maintained 
by Americans with Canadian 
gravel. 

When the high school that 
serves Sweetgrass recenUy 
had a reunion for some 1950s 
classes, It was held In the 
Coutts Civic Center. Numer­
ous Montana floats took part 
In the parade on Coutts Day 
In June. And on the Fourth 
of July, about half of Coutts 
came to Sunburst, eight 
miles south of Sweetgrass, to 
join the celebration. 

Indeed, residents of 
"border country," as they 
like to refer to the area, get 
the best of both countries. 
Albertans come to Sweet­
grass to drink because the 
bars are more boisterous 
than their own (besides, bars 
are closed on Sunday in Al­
berta.) Montanans, on the 
other hand, patronise Alber-
tan dentists because they 
can be cheaper and more 
convenient than those in 
their own state. They also 
like to go to Chinese restaur­
ants in Albertan towns. 

"About 80 per cent of our 
business Is Canadian," said 
Carmella Campanlan of the 
Glocca Morra Bar in Sweet­
grass. "On weekends custo­
mers come from as far away 
as Calgary." 

"this generally just seems 
to be the place to cut loose," 
added a customer, Rich 
Comstoc of Sweetgrass, who 
had just had a tooth pulled in 
Canada for only $10. 

The border does impose 
unmistakable restraints. 
Apparently no Sweetgrass 
people work in Coutts nor 
vice versa. Strict work-per­
mit rules make it hard for 
employers to hire workers 

side of 

of 
to 

from the opposite 
"either border. 

Moreover, a resident 
either town who wants 
visit a friend or attend 
church in the other can't 
simply cross that grassy 
field of clover. He or she 
must make a detour through 
the official border station or 
risk a stern reprimand from 
the border guards. 

Robert L. Lereum, a 
66-year-old native of Sweet­
grass, complained, "The of­
ficers make us feel we're In 
a foreign country now." 

Things were far different 
back in the 1920s and 1930s, 
when an oil boom and prohi­
bition turned the border into 
a rolicking, rich sieve for aU 
kinds of liquids. Liquor from 
Canada flowed through 
nearby Whisky Gap to 
Sweetgrass booUeggers, in­
cluding Lereum's father. Oil 
was pumped from Montana 
into two refineries in Coutts. 

Sweetgrass then boasted 
brothels, banks, a hotel and 
gambling casinos that lasted 
into the 1950s. "We didn't 
have any law and order," 
Lereum recalled, "but there 
weren't any more murders 
than there are now." 

Life has calmed down con­
siderably since then. The 
Canadians still tend to be the 
quieter, more reflective of 
the two nationalities. They 
also feel they are better In­
formed about political af­
fairs in both countries than 
many Americans. 

D. L. Phillips, a Canadian 
immigration officer, noted 
that "you don't have to ven­
ture very far south into the 
states and you'll see vir­
tually no Canadian news." 
Yet Canadian newspapers, 
radio and television cover 
U.S. developments tho­
roughly. 

Ken Kuhl, a retired farmer 
from Coutts, contended that 
American oil men "think 
Calgary is in Texas." There 
is a- pervasive feeling in 
Coutts that Americans have 
taken over Canadian busi­
nesses without bothering to 
learn about Canadian geog­
raphy, culture or govern­
ment. 

Some serious International 
disputes are currently 
straining Canadian-Ameri­
can relations In the West. 
For example, northeastern 
Montanans are upset over a 
plan by Saskatchewan to 
build a large coal-burning 
power plant complex just 
four miles north of the Mon­
tana border. Environmental­
ists and residents near the 
Poplar River fear the plants 
will send air pollution drift­
ing over to the American 
side and damage the pre­
cious northeast Montana 
water supply. 

But Uils and other controv­
ersies are sufficiently distant 
from Coutts and Sweetgrass 
that they have not touched 
the towns. 

The fact is that "border 
country" people feel more 
closely aligned with each 
other than they do with their 
national compatriots In Ot­
tawa, Washington or any­
where on the Eastern Sea­
board. 

In Coutts, particularly, 
many resent the Trudeau 
government. 

"They're trying to take us 
over and force their ways on 
us, to force the French lan-

guage on us. We don't want 
to be dictated to. Our rela­
tions with the states are bet­
ter than with eastern Can­
ada," said William Harvie, a 
mail carrier, as friends in 
the El Coyotee Bar in Coutts 
nodded in fair agreement. 

As B.L. Carpenter, the 
American immigration offi­
cer, put it, "You take a guy 
from Sweetgrass — who 
knows how to ride, knows 
how to run a tractor, maybe 
does a little roping. Put him 

up against a guy from Al­
berta and he knows the .same 
tilings. But a guy fSim New 
York..." he trailed off with a 
smile. 

Perhaps the personifica­
tion of western binationality 
is Dr. Robert R. Bourne, the 
cheerful young blond dentist 
in Milk River, 13 miles north 
of Coutts. He was born in Al­
berta but raised and 
schooled in the United 
States, where he became an 
American citizen. He took up 

a rural practice in Alberta 
Three years ago, yet retains 
his American citizenship. 
About 10 per cent of his pa­
tients are Montanans, 90 per 
cent Albertans. He main­
tains a bank account in each 
country to deposit their 
checks. 

What was the difference 
between residents of Coutti 
and Sweetgrass? he was 
asked. "Realistically, the 
only thing that separates 
them Is the border," he said, 
"and it's a formality." 

The Issue of Morality in 1976 
Detroit Newi 

With the Democratic Con­
gress so vulnerable to attack 
on moral and ethical 
grounds, it's hard to believe 
that Democratic candidates 
would be eager to make Wa­
tergate an issue in the 1976 

elections. 
The latest Democratic 

scandal centers on Rep. Les 
Aapin, D-Wis., who last week 
admitted that he is one of 
those who leaked confiden­
tial material from the House 
Intelligence Committee. 

ACLU's Nonsense 
After 36 years, the Ameri­

can Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) has changed its 
mind and decided it was 
wrong to expel Elizabeth 
Gurley Flynn from its board 
in 1940 because she was a 
member of the Communist 
Party. 

A union organizer at the 
age of 15 and a militant lef­
tist all her life, Miss Flynn 
was one of the founders of 
the ACLU. She was chair­
man of the Communist Party 
of the U.S.A. for three years 
and died in 1964 at the age 
of 74 while visiting Moscow. 

At a recent board meeting 
the ACLU voted to repeal the 
Flynn expluiion on grounds 
that the organization "is not 
a red-bailing group" and 
that today 'an individual can 
be a Communist and a civil 
libertarian." 

The action on Miss Flynn 
may make some members of 
the ACLU feel better. But 

Pittsburgh Pros 

the organization is spreading 
dangerous nonsense with its 
view of tile compatability of 
Communism and civil rights. 

If the ACLU knows of one 
country where the Com­
munist Party is in power and 
the people's civil liberties 
are secure, the ACLU should 
name it. 

No such country exists. 
What is Ironic in Miss 

Flynn's rehabilitation is that 
she labored mighUy to im­
pose Stalinism on this coun­
try. Had she succeeded, one 
of the first organizations to 
be banned would have been 
the ACLU. 

The ACLU's judgment was 
better In 1940 than In 1976. 

Hhr Eiicurinn, Worn 
Unless the Lord had been 
my help, my soul had almost 
dwelt In silence. When I 
said, My foot slippeth; Thy 
mercy, O Lord, held me up. 
— Psalm 94: 17-18 

Mondale and the Nixon Pardon 
Boston Globe 

Walter Mondale has den­
ounced President Ford's par­
don of Richard Nixon, Mr. 
Ford has defended it, and 
with that the issue should 
end. Mr. Nixon hurt this 
country, and Mr. Ford was 
morally wrong and perhaps 
politically motivated in set­
ting him free without even 
an admission of guilt. But af­
ter figuring In the past six 
elections Mr. Nixon Is out of 
politics forever. 

(Jimmy Carter said Presi­
dent Ford's pardon of Nixon 
was "improper or ill-ad* 
vised" and restated that he 
would not make it a cam* 
paign issue. "Had I been 
president I would not have 
pardoned Nixon until after 
the trial to let all the facts of 
his crime be known," he 
said.) 

When Mr. Nixon took his 
pardon without a bint of con­
fession or even contrition, 
we joined much of the nation 
in condemning Mr. Ford. We 
feared then that the truth 
would never become clear, 
that historians might some­
how be duped into accepting 
Nixon's distortions, even 
that Nixon might re-emerge 
into public life. 

But a panel of judges in 
New York State has dis­
barred Mr. Nixon for com­
mitting crimei in office. The 
only dissenter agreed Nixon 
was a criminal but said the 
disbarment was unnecessary 
because everyone knew what 
Nixon had done. 

The trial of Haldeman, 
EhrUchman, Mitchell and 
the other conspirators — 

with Nixon.aa an unlndlcted 
co-consplrator — established 
their guilt, and his beyond 
question. 

Mr. Nixon's self-recorded 
contempt for law and demo­
cracy Is a part of our his­
tory, protected by court or­
der from tampering or 
destruction. 

Even a signed confession 
of guilt - which Mr. Nixon's 
acceptance of the pardon 
constitutes In law — could 
only confirm what we know. 

Mr. Nixon was not our 
only corrupt President — 
Grant and Harding might 
have been convicted of fraud 
— but he will be remem­
bered for his unrepentant 
stance. Mr. Ford's pardon, 
whatever Its justice, has 
scarcely affected our 
knowledge. 

To refresh the reader's 
memory, the Intelligence 
Committee wrote a "secret" 
report whose publication the 
full House prohibited on 
grounds that it might contain 
information which, if made 
known, would adversely af­
fect the national security 
and the integrity of the intel­
ligence system. 

Despite that prohibition, 
the report was leaked to the 
New York Times, CBS and 
other news organizations, 
including the Village Voice, 
a liberal weekly, which pub­
lished 21 pages of it.. 

The House Ethics Commit­
tee is particularly preoccu­
pied with finding out who 
leaked a copy of the report 
to CBS reporter Daniel 
Schorr, who passed the ma­
terial along to the Village 
Voice. Amid this preoccupa­
tion, the committee seems to 
shrug aside tile Aspln case. 

Aipin, who had been a 
member of the Intelligence 
Committee, admitted he 
gave a copy of the report to 
the CIA and "a few pages" 
of the report to Reuters news 
agency. 

Aspin's breach of faith is 
as shocking as profanity 
from a preacher. His stock-
in-trade In the U.S. Senate 
has been the weekly press 
release pointing the finger of 
guilt at bungling or unethical 
officials in the executive 
branch. 

So the question is: What 
does the Democratic Con­
gress Intend to do about Les 
Aspln? 

While waiting for the an­
swer to that, the voters can 
consider the case of Rep. 
Robert Sikes, D-Fla., who 
has been given a gentle re­
primand by the Ethics Com­
mittee on two counts of using 
his office for personal gain. 
And If that subject seems too 
dull, they ean call back to 
memory the case of Con­
gressman Wilbur Mills and 
Fanne Foxe or the episode of 
Congressman Hays and Eli­
zabeth Ray. 

We couM continue but the 
point seema clear enough. If 
Democratic candidates dig 
up Watergate, they may 
start something they can't 
finish. After all, the Water­
gate administration has de­
parted In disgrace from the 
scene but the Democratic 
Congress Is still there. 
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