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Game of Giving Needs Reforming 
Fred M. Hechinger 

NEW YORK — The truth of the 
old sayinf that money is the source 
of all evil is not lost on philanthrop­
ists. Since the number of those who 
seek grants greatly exceeds those 
who get them, the disgruntled out­
number the satisfied, and the dis­
bursement process is a natural tar­
get for attack. Yet even after 
discounting its proclivity to attract 
criticism, a process that involves an 
annual distribution of some $26 bil­
lion is too important to the nation's 
social and economic health to be left 
without close scrutiny. 

The recently completed study on 
"Giving in America" by the Com­
mission on Private Philanthropy and 
Public Needs has assembled some 
useful facts and proposed a number 
of inevitably controversial reforms. 
In broad summary, the commission, 
which was headed by John H. Filer, 
chairman of Aetna Life and Casualty 
Co. concluded that private support of 
important public causes is not keep­
ing pace with skyrocketing needs 
and has actually declined when mea­
sured against the rise of personal in­
comes. 

Regrettably, before the ink of the 
commission's report was dry, a con­
troversy erupted that threatens to 
undermine its usefulness. Critics 
have charged that the commission 
paid inadequate attention to the 
question of the real public needs — 
particularly to the plight of racial 
minorities, women and, in general, 
areas of social neglect. The commis­
sion has replied by pointing to a se­
parate report- by the so-called 
"Donee Group" which, while critical 
of many of the main body's views, 
was acting as its advisory body. 

The Donee Group entitled its re­
port "Private Philanthropy: Vital 
and Innovative? or Passive and Irre­
levant?" It raises important ques­
tions about "new constituencies 
which philanthropy must serve" and 
"worthy causes which are under­
funded or ignored." 

Wfyat seems unfortunate is that 
the two reports, with some assist­
ance by the news media, have al­
lowed themselves to be maneuvered 
into a posture of glaring at each 

-other in mutual hostility. With a lit­
tle less ideological fervor, a practi­
cal mix of Filer's caution and Do­
nee's impatience could accomplish a 
great deal. 

The Filer report, in addition to 
proposing strategies that would 

channel more money into private 
philanthropy, called for more effec­
tive steps to eliminate wasteful, and 
occasionally fraudulent, practices 
whi«h diminish the effectiveness of 
private giving. Sharply critical of 
charitable organizations which act 
as if the disbursement of their funds 
were nobody's business but their 
own, the report insists on strictly en­
forced accountability, making phi­
lanthropic policy-making more 
public and more responsive to the 
needs for social and economic 
change. 

(Excessive political caution ap­
pears to have persuaded the com­
mission that religious charities 
should be exempted from the disclo­
sure requirement. Since religion's 
annual $10 billion constituTes far and 
away the largest share of American 
giving, such an exemption is deplor­
able.) 

The commission's most radical 
attempt to increase private contribu­
tions is limited to. a recommendation 
to let the more than 75 per cent of 
all taxpayers who presently opt for 
the standard deductions from their 
federal income tax take an addi­
tional deduction for specified charit­
able contributions. This makes sense 
not only as a means of increasing 
the size of the philanthropic pie but 
also because it would make philan­
thropy less elitist. 

A proposal to allow donors from 
the lower Income brackets to deduct 
double their actual contribution, thus 
imposing a federal matching obliga­
tion, may well go too far in making 
the government a partner in what 
ought to remain a strictly non-gov­
ernmental effort. The same objec­
tions can legitimately be raised 
against the call for the creation by 
Congress of a permanent national 
commission on philanthropy. The 
issues are how to make private giv­
ing more responsive and responsible, 
without making it less private or 
more bureaucratic. 

In these and other issues, the 
Filer and Donee reports should seek 
workable accommodation. 

Filer could benefit from greater 
toughness toward those corporate 
and community foundations which 
are run arrogantly out of executive 
suites and "leading citizens" vest 
pockets; Donee might curb its enthu­
siasm for sex- and race-balanced 
boards and participatory democracy 
in grant-making. 

Filer could gain from greater spe­

cificity in describing some existing 
charities' flawed priorities; Donee 
might acknowledge the attention ma­
jor foundations did pay to the very 
issues it rightly considers para­
mount. 

Filer could be more alert to the 
risk of being too tightly affiliated 
with the charitable establishment; 
Donee might resist an overly activist 
posture that is more likely to kill 
philanthropy than reform it. 

If anything is to come of the 
clean-up and streamlining of Ameri­
can philanthropy, Filer and Donee 
must be prevented from nullifying 
each other. TheJTiler recommenda­
tions ought to be viewed as the basil 
for the reform of "Giving in Amer­
ica," with the Donee report acting as 
the conscience of those who do the 
giving. 

The New York Times 
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if requested except in the case of letters of a political nature. 

It's Time To Battle the Censorship Plague 
There is a cancer loose in the 

north country, a cancer that if left to 
spread will destroy the rights of the 
people of this area. Armed with a 
dog-earred copy of the New York 
Penal Law, upon which she claims to 
rest her case, this plague has gone 
into the body politic spreading her 
polemic poison to any and all who 
will turn their ear to her. 

"No," she claims, "We do not 
wish to be censors", yet she would 
restrict the type of artistic and cul­
tural programs presented at our lo­
cal community college. "No!", she 

What's at Stake? 
By Roscoe Drummond 

WASHINGTON — Every reason 
in the book makes it imperative that 
the United States use all means 
short of troops to prevent the Soviet 
Union from turning African Angola 
into a Communist-governed Russian. 
satellite. 

At this point the Kremlin is em­
ploying massive arms and thousands 
of Cuban troops to begin its menac­
ing expansion into the African conti­
nent. 

. Angola marks the spot where 
Chairman Brezhnev will have to 
show whether he is prepared to des­
troy every shred of detente or live 
up to it. 

Angola marks the spot where 
Chairman Brezhnev will have*to-de­
cide whether he will honor his Hel­
sinki pledge "not to interfere in the 
internal affairs of other nations" or 
violate it so brazenly as to show that 
the United States was taken on a 
one-way ridel on the roller coaster of 
detente. ' 

Of course, the give-everything-
away spirit of detente can be pres­
erved if the United States will just 
lie down and keel over, or pretend 
that nothing is happening until it is 

Jboo late and the Soviet Union has es--
tablished its military and political 
bases in Africa from which it can be­
gin "to control the oil-shipping lanes 
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Department Store 
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 

BEAUTIFUL, BIG, 
ANIMAL POSTERS 
With THREE 
DIMENSIONAL EFFECT 
There IS something new under the sun in this year 
of 1976 — These imported wall posters with figures 
that seem to stand out in reality! They're in 19 x 27 
inch' size, with designs in brilliant colors'— suitable 
for charming decor in practically any room in the 
house. Come see — you'll find them fascinating. 

$500 Ea. 
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CARD SHOP-
STREET FLOOR, REAR 

STORE HOURS 10-5 DAILY, 10-9 FRIDAY^ 
PHONE 78M000 

USE EMPSALL'S CHARGE PLANS 
OR Master Charge & BankAmerlcard 

DACRON® 

~ FILLED 
BED PILLOWS 

Buy 
One 
For 

Get 
Another 

For 

(COO 6 
< * 

$100 

These are standard-size pillows with blue or white tick­
ing covering and 100% Dacron® fiberfill - odorless, 
mat resistant, nonallergenic. Buy by the pair for bliss­
ful sleeping comfort. 

LINENS - STREET FLOOR, REAR 

from the Persian Gulf to New 
York," as U.N. Ambassador Daniel 
P. Moynihan put it with proper 
bluntness. 

Mr. Brezhnev, doesn't like Moyni­
han saying these things. He calls this 
kind of talk "poisoning the interna­
tional atmosphere" and "spoiling" 
detente. That's pretty tricky, isn't 
it? What-spoils detente is the mount­
ing of a Soviet military and political 
intervention on the African conti­
nent; it is not our criticism of it 
which spoils detente. 

Plainly the Soviets are taking a 
calculated risk; they are calculating 
that the United States will be too div­
ided and distracted by the miasma 
of Vietnam, the scandals of Water­
gate, the weakening of the CIA and 
presidential politics to conduct any 
firm, sustained or effective resist­
ance to Soviet intervention in An­
gola. 

They figure there will be a few 
rhetorical protests -^ and then no­
thing. They may be right. One lead­
ing newspaper begins an editorial by 
describing the Soviet African inva­
sion . as "reprehensible and alarm­
ing" and ends by asking whether the 
United States should do anything 
about it. Its answer: No. 
"Fortunately Presidelit Ford is 
doing something. To counter the So­
viet presence, he has sent about $50 
million of arms and financial aid to 
help those Angolans who do not want 
a Communist dictatorship and are 
Working for an independence which 
will allow them to choose their own 
leaders in free elections. 

There will be some who will back 
the President, but will they be en­
ough? Will his Democratic Party op­
ponents who control Congress be 
willing to say to the Soviets: Thus 
far and no farther. Or will they slink 
away and hide? 

It Would be all to the good to see 
the United Nations condemn the in­
tervention in Angola of both Russia 
and the United States and any other 
country, and call for total withdra­
wal. 

The United States would agree. 
Would Moscow? v 
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claims, "we do.not want censor­
ship!", yet she would remove books 
from our library shelves, not just 
here* but in every village and town 
served by the North Country Library 
System. The woman doth protest too 
much! 

She and others refuse to believe 
that some county taxpayers might 
favor having high quality, well-writ­
ten, and even graphic books dealing 
with modern sexual attitudes and 
problems on the shelves of their li­
brary. They refuse to acknowledge 
the law, even when quoted by a qual­
ified attorney, when that law does 
not coincide with their own J>eliefs. 

When this group brought their at­
tack upon the college, the outcry 
from the public was less' than de­
afening. The voices gained influen­
tial ears, sensitive to the exercise of 
the vote, and soon a resolution had 
passed our local board of supervi­
sors with only the dissent of two 
brave men. 

Their target now is the North 
Country Library System, which re­
ceives $21,500 from the county. This 
amount represents exactly .7962 of 
one cent on the tax rate.. That is, 
that for every $100 a person pays in 
county tax, 79.6 cents go to the li­
brary. Yet it is this small amount, 

and the absurd principle behind it, 
that this group relies on as the basis 
for their exercise of literary control 
over the library system. 

The time has come for those who 
have remained silent to speak out. 
My rights, and your rights, are in 
jeopardy. Soon this country will en­
ter its bicentennial year. Is this the 
kind of absurd public action we of 
Jefferson County want as a legacy 
that we let the First Amendment die, 
sold for less than a penny on our tax 
rate? 

In 1814 Thomas Jefferson said, "I 
am really mortified to be told that. . 
. a question about the sale of a book 
can be carried before the civil mag­
istrates . . . Are we to have a censor 
whose imprimatur shall say what 
books may be sold, and what we 
may buy? . . . It is an insult to our 
citizens to question whether they are 
rational beings or not." 

People of the north country, you, 
too, must ask yourselves that very 
basic question, if you feel capable of 
choosing your own reading material. 
Like the muscles of the body, which 
must be exercised lest atrophy re­
sult, your rights as Americans must 
be voiced, lest they be lost to us and 
our children forever. 

Kevin Larkin 
Watertown 

A Bicentennial Resolution 
I am writing in regard to what 

should be the universal resolution for 
many years to come. 

Our nation will be 200 years old. 
We have been through countless 
wars, a depression, a recession, Wa­
tergate, and we have held 30 or more 
elections of presidents, senators and 
other elected officials. 

We have held for 200- years free­
dom of speech, religion, press arid so 
many otfier~beautiful freedoms. 

We have held hope in immi­
grants' hearts and hands for a new 
life free from communism, oppres­
sion and fear of unlawful persecu-
tion. They have come to know these 
hopes to come true. We are a young 
nation with much to learn and bene­

fit from. God has given us a great 
gift, the greatest gift of all, inde­
pendence and freedom. 

We should resolve to honor our 
fellowman for his beliefs, to help 
when the hand is extended for all the 
hands that stretch out over the sea 
and at home. 

We should forgive and forget, yet 
benefit and not make the same mis­
takes again. 

Our fellow is our partner, our 
basis and our brethren, whatever he 
is, or whoever. 

So happy birthday, United States 
_of America^ and many more to 
come. 

Smithville 
'Mrsfitfanon Summers 

Freedom Creates Obligations 
In response to the citizen's letter 

from Copenhagen, you must be in a 
dream world if you think we live in a 
democratic nation where we have 
freedom of choice. I suggest that you 
take a few courses dealing with the 
laws, and you'll find out how limited 
your choices are, and I grant that 
you won't be pleased with many of 
them. However,. I can believe you 
will be somewhat thankful that there 
are degrees of control. ~ 

Evil has never disappeared by ig­
noring it. It creeps like a cancer. Do 
you remember wheh it was rare an 
X-rated movie was shown? Now they 
come more frequently and have 
managed to creep up to a seven o'­
clock showing. 

Calorie Counting 
E r m a Bombeck 

These insurance charts are beginning to get on ray 
nerves. You know, the ones that list what you should weigh if 
you had a small, medium or large frame. 

I lie about my weight on my driver's license, my pass­
port, and my application for work. What makes them think 
I don't lie about my weight when I apply for insurance. . if 
only to raise the average? 

The truth is, I have never found anyone who could ex­
plain to me what constitutes a small, medium or large frame. 
Are we to believe that life stops after a large frame? Is there 
nothing else beyond large! Not even "I don't want to talk 
about it"? 

When I check the charts, I figure I'd be a fool to admit to 
a small frame. They're only allowed 108-116 for my height, 
which is 5-2. (Face it, I weighed 102 at birth and I was prema­
ture.) The medium frame gives me a 110-122 leeway. I always 
opt for the large frame which gives me a break: 121-138 
pounds. __ 
/ One of the biggest jokes is the calorie number, or the 

little blurb on the chart that asks the musical question, "How 
many calories do you need?" 

To calculate my caloric needs, I had to figure out if I was 
moderately active (since I sent my oven to be cleaned I an­
swered yes.). That meant I needed 15 calories a day per 
pound to maintain my body weight. 

Now the chart said, "Determine how much you want to 
weigh." That was easy. I always wanted to weigh 102 pounds-
or hang a handbag on my hipbone-whichever came first. 

Now, multiply this by 15 which gives me 1530. Then sub­
tract 500, the number of calories i want my body to withdraw 
from my store of fat reserve. 

ONE THOUSAND THIRTY CALORIES! 
Are they crazy? I could eat more following my son ar­

ound and eating the dribbles off his chin! 
How do I know I have that much balance in my fat re­

serve? Isn't that how New York went broke? 
What if I gave up hangnails and liver? 
I've been allowing myself 1030 calories a day for two 

weeks now. By my own calculations (counting my breakfast 
this morning), I have eaten my allotted calories through 
March 5. 

I'm not worried. The insurance charts just assume that 
because you're over 25, you have stopped growing. I'm not 
sure about that at all. With a liar, anything is possible. 

v Field Enterprise*, lac. 

Some citizens have become con­
cerned and can see the handwriting 
on the wall. Because these citizens 
looked at the distasteful books does 
not mean that they desired to, but 
they needed to know what they were 
attacking. If they hadn't, it would 
have been citizens like you who 
would have criticized because they 
hadn't seen them. 

Sin in my own life, and in other 
lives that I've observed, has taught 
me there is' a price to pay for the 
wrong. I'd prefer to be a firefighter 
here for a little while than be en­
gulfed for an eternity. Today I'm 
trying to live a better life in spite of, 
or because of, my past sins. With 
Christ's help one can be freed of 
sin's bondage. Once free, it is by our 
will if we choose to reenter into a 
sinful relation. Over this we do have 
a choice. Your choice I noted was to 
sign your name "Citizen." My choice 
is to admit who I am if I feel it is 
worth saying. Mrs. Cerroni isn't hid­
ing behind an alias either. 

Gladys Henderson 
Watertown 

Fight Rising Rates 
With TV cable rates to be in­

creased March .1 by 25 cents a 
month, another raise of 25 cents 
coming up in another year, Niagara 
Mohawk raising rates on gas and 
electric too often, telephone rates al­
ways increasing plus postage going 
up all the time, it's time the public 
did something to try to stop these 
increases. 

In response to Mr. Freeman's let­
ter in The Times, we should all write 
to our representatives and let our 
feelings be known. 

Paul Lynch, 
Watertown 

Memory Quiz Answers 
1. Aqaba. 
2. Left-hander. 
3. Grover Cleveland. 
4. John Quincy Adams, sixth 

President. 
5. No, there are 52 weeks and 

one day in a regular year, and 52 
weeks, two days in a leap year. 

6. King. 
7. Angora goat. 
8. Yugoslavia. 
9. Communications Satellite 

Corp. 
10. Ben Jonton. 

. 

Trivia Quiz Answers 
1. Tex Ritter. 
2. Ted Lewis. 
3. Becky Thatcher. 
4. George Blanda. He attempted 

68 passes in the game. 
5. The 20-story building was er­

ected by the George A. Fuller CO. Untitled Document
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