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NEW YORK (A?) - An 
American container vessel 
rammed into'a Belgian tanker 
early today in New York Har­
bor near the Verrazano-Nar-
rows Bridge, setting, both 
ships ablaze amid, a series of 
explosions. 

Authorities reported at 
least six persons dead, in­
cluding the captain of the 
American ship. More than 2D 
were reported injured among 
68 known survivors. Four 
crewmen were listed as miss­
ing. 

The suspension bridge at 
the harbor's entrance- was 
closed temporarily when the 
burning ships drifted under­
neath, with flames leaping 
hundreds of feet into the sky 
over the strait between 
Brooklyn and Staten Island. 

The dead captain was iden­
tified as William Patterson of 
Clifton,;N.J. Police said hel 
suffered an apparent heart' 
attack after the collision. 

Firebbats and police 
launches cut through a flam­
ing oil slick to rescue crew­
men from the container, ship, 
the. Sea Witch, and the 699 
foot tanker Esso Brussels. 
Firemen continued battling 
the conflagration as the ships 
drifted farther kito the outer 
harbor. 

A survivor from the Sea 
Witch, David Bracy, .31, of 
Bar Harbor, Maine, who was 
in the ship's engine room at 
the time of the collision, 
said: "I think we lost our 
steering gear." 
. Bracy, who suffered arm 
burns, said crewmen clus­
tered at a spot on the ship's 
afterdeck before being res­
cued by a fireboat. 

Another • crew member 
aboard the American ship, 
Michael O'Connor, 20°, of 
West Orange, N.J., said: 
"There were "flames on the 
ship and in the water — we 
couldn't jump. Some of us 
were trapped in a passage­
way." 

A survivor from the tank­
er, cook Joseph Degreve, 43, 
of Belgium, said he was 
asleep below when he was 
awakened by the collision. 

When he ran onto deck, 
Degreve said: "I saw the fire 
all around me. I jumped into 
the lifeboat." The lifeboat 
was lowered safely, but its 
motor failed to start. "The 
flames were,all around the 
lifeboat," he recounted. "I 
thought: 'I will die.' " 

He said he then jumped 
injo the water. "I swam for 
my life. . . . The wind was 
zg.-od. It was pushing the fire 
away." 

More than a thousand resi­
dents lined the Brooklyn 
shore near the bridge to 
watch as helicopters, Uigs, 
police launches, .fireboats and 
ambulances responded to the 
emergency. 

One mail who reported 
Seeing the " vessels collide 
6aid: "I heard a boat horn 
sounding for a minute before 
. . . I saw a fireball." 

Another.. witness said: 
"There were numerous ex­
plosions witbiri~'4he *big fire 
— several as the ships went 
under the bridge." 

—; * , 

Astronauts 
Resume 

ieriments 

Of Prosecutors 

Smoke rises early this morning from the U.S. con­
tainer ship, left, and Belgian tanker which collided 

— AP Wirephoto 
in New York Harbor near the Verrazano Bridge. 
At least six persons died and 20 more were injured. 

Oil Industry, Exporters End Dispute 
Major Price Hike to Result 

New York Timet New* Service 

GENEVA — The major oil 
exporting countries and the 
biggest petroleum companies 
resolved early today a dis­
pute over .prices that had 
threatened new oil produc­
tion cutbacks by exporters 
and intensification oT^the 
world's energy crisis. 

The dispute centered on 
demands by the producing 
countries for full compensa­
tion for. the loss of purchas­
ing power represented by the 
devaluation x^ the United 
States dollar last February 
and its steady depreciation in 
the foreign exchange markets 
since then. 

Revenu to the producer 
countries are based on posted 
prices traditionally stated in 
dollar terms. \ 

Against the major curren­
cies of the world, dollars are 
upwards of 11 per cent less 
valuable than they were last 
February, which means a rev­
enue loss for the producers.. 

Companies had offered 8 to 
9 per cent higher prices, 
while the Organization of Pe­
troleum Exporting Countries, 
a group of 11 countries pro­
ducing 90 per cent of the oil 
supplies " in international 
trade, had held out for more 
than 11 per cent. 

Under the terms of this 
morning's accord, the produ­
cers' organization won its 
point. The companies will 
probably pass on the higher 
prices to customers, which 
means that.consumers in the 
United States will probably 
pay more for. their fuel. 

Also as part of the agree­
ment, the companies and pro­
ducing countries decided 
upon a new'formula under 
which posted prices would re­
flect more quickly and more 
fully any,-changes in the val-, 
ue of the dollar. v 

Under this escalator clause 
the yardstick for the dollar's 
value will be 11 leading cur 
rencies—the British- pound, 
the French franc, the Belgian 
franc, the Netherland guild­
er, the German mark, the 
Italian lira, the Japanese yen, 
the Swedish krona, the Swiss 
franc, the Australian dollar 
and the Canadian dollar. 

For every percentage point 
that these currencies move 
up as a composite unit) post­
ed prices will rise by a simi­
lar amount, Jamshid Amouze-
gar, Iran's finance minister, 
explained to newsmen this 
morning. 

If the dollar's value should 
rise against the same curren-

Junta Abolishes 
Greek Monarchy 

Exp< 
HOUSTON (UPI) — Sky-

Jab's- well-rested astronauts 
turn their resource surveying 
cameras toward California 
and Mexico this afternoon to 
rerun an experiment that 
triggered a power crisis 
aboard the orbiting station 
three days ago. 

To forestall such an electr­
ical shortage in the future, 
project officials rushed com­
pletion of underwater tosls 

• jn Hunt'svillc, Ala., to see if 
two of the crewmen can safe­
ly walk 20 feet ii'i space next 
week and free a jammed so­
lar generating wing.. 

If :an- alunnnum snag can 
bo pried off with a crow bar 
or sawed by a surgeon's b„0nc 
saw,' the wing should open 
with a tug fromsono of the 
pilots. That would end the 
electrical shortage that has 
plagued Charles "Pete" Con­
rad, Joseph P. Korwln and 
Paul J. Welt?, since they 
reached Skylab eight days 
•go. * f. 

ATHENS (UPI) — The 
streets of Athens were read­
ied for celebrations today 
and pictures of exiled King 
Constantino came down from 
the" walls of public offices as 
Greece took the first steps o£ 
moving from a monarchy to 
a republic. 

Constantine, who cele 
brates his 33rd birthday to­
day in exile in Rome, was de­
throned Friday when Prem­
ier George Papadopoulos 
announced to the country 
that the monarchy was being 
abolished and Greece would 
become.a presidential repub­
lic. Papadopoulos himself 
would be president: 

Accusing Constantine of 
planning coups that could 
have led to civil war, Papado­
poulos promised to "rid 
Greece of , the monarchy 
which constitutes the most 
obsolete remnant of pYst ep­
ochs and give.her the repub­
lic longed for by generations 
of .Greeks. 

Papadopoulos set Julyv29 
as the date for a national ref­
erendum on the new system 
and pledged parliamentary 
clecttons would follow by the 
end of next year. 

Officials said the Greek Ad-
Oommittcc, a govern­

ment-appointed legislative 
body, would meet today to] 
endorse the proclamation. 

Meanwhile1, the mayor of 
Athens ordered the city's 
streets adorned with festival 
lighting to celebrate the-oc­
casion. Pictures of Constan­
tino were being removed 
from public offices and the 
huge blue crown over the. 
Army Cadet. School in Ath-N 
ens was taken down, 

(In Rome, a spokesman for 
the ex-king said Constantino 
was "very upset" over the 

announcement. "He was not 
expecting it when . it came 
and is very upset now," the 
spokesman said. 

Italian police increased se­
curity around the royal fami­
ly's tree-lined villa near the 
ancient Appian Way). 

In announcing the change, 
Papadopoulos said Constan­
tine had displayed "an unfor 
givable lack of maturity" by 
allegedly helping to plan an 
unsuccessful coup by Greek 
naval officers last week. 

cies, then the posted price 
would fall, he said\ 

The formula /ent into ef­
fect yesterday. Changes will 
be computed monthly. 

There had been aft earlier 
escalator fo"*riula, agreed to 
in January, 1972, also in Ge­
neva, but O.P.E.C. countries 
were . dissatisfied with the 
way it worked. It did not 
provide sufficient compensa­
tion and they made the revi­
sion an essential condition of 
any new accord. 

Until last Saturday it ap­
peared the oil companies and 
O.P.E.C. were headed for an 
other major showdown, simi 
lar to one that eventually led 
to sharply higher prices for 
middle eastern crude oil in 
1970. 

O.P.E.C. ministers were 
meeting in Vienna last week­
end to decide on action 
against the industry after a 
breakdown of negotiations in 
Tripoli in early May. " 

But as the ministers gath-
eres, the companies signaled 
a renewed willingness to re­
sume talks. Geneva was picked 
as the site, and bargaining 
has been going on all week at 
the Intercontinental Hotel 
between an O.P.E.C. negotiat­
ing team composed of Libya, 
Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia 
and Iran, and a company 
team led by the Standard Oil 
Company (Ne.w Jersey) and 
the British Petroleum Compa­
ny. 

George Piercy of Jersey 
Standard and John Sutcliffe 
of British Petroleum, togeth­
er with five other company 
negotiators, spoke for 23 of 
the; world's biggest oil compa­
nies. 

Affected by the agreement 
are 8 of the 11 O.P.E.C. mem­
bers — Abu Dhabi, Iran, 
Iraq, Kuwait, Nigeria, Qatar 
and Saudi Arabia. Algeria, In­
donesia and Venezuela have 
their own individual pricing 
agreements and thus dp not 
come under the new accord. 

The eight produce 23 mil-

Thi Lee Angtlts Timet \ 

WASHINGTON — Octo­
pus-like, the Watergate inves­
tigation has now ensnared 
the investigators themselves: 
the Senate select committee 

questioning the diligence 
of the original three-man pro­
secuting team. 

What is.more, special pros­
ecutor Archibald Cox has be­
gun a review that will tover 
all criticism of the Watergate 
investigation thus far 

Indeed, one member of the 
original prosecution team has 
told friends he expects the 
team to be removed from the 
case b7y Cox. The team also 
may be checked for possible 
involvement in the cover-up. 
x An informed source said 
the prosecuting team is confi­
dent that,such investigations 
will yield- documentary evid­
ence of the team's diligence. 

Yet questions and criticism 
have* shadowed * the prosecu­
tion team — Earl J. Silbert, 
Seymour Glanzer, and Donald 
Campbell — from the begin­
ning. 

During the Watergate trial 
four months ago, the prosecu­
tors argued that there was no 
evidence of an extensive con­
spiracy; they argued that the 
seven men directly involved 

Jin the burglary-bugging of 
United States. Because of|^ne Democratic 

lion barrels a day, 15 per 
cent of which now goes to the 

growing American energy 
needs, the American propor-. 
tion is expected to rise sharp­
ly in future years. The agree­
ment remains in effect until 
the end of 1975. 

Wheat Sale 
Probe 
Extended 

WASiH^GTOIJ^IAP^^An 
Agriculture Dej0ciM$xii^ in­
vestigation" into alleged price 
rigging during last summer's 
grain sales to Russia has 
been turned over to the Jus­
tice Department for possible 
criminal prosecution. 

A Justice spokesman Friday 
confirmed that the depart­
ment's criminal fraud divi­
sion had been given the re 
suits of the investigation con­
ducted by the Commodity Ex 
change Authority. . 

The CEA; a branch of the 
Agriculture Department 
oversees the nation's com 
modity markets. For the past 
nine months it has been 
checking reports that grain 
futures traders might have 
rigged prices on the Kansas 
City commodity market last 
July so they could qualify 
for larger government export 
subsidies. 

There was no immediate 
indication what, if anything, 
the CEA probe had "disclosed. 
Dr. Alexander Swantz, asso­
ciate administrator ;of CEA, 
said only that the findings 
had been forwarded "for fur 
ther investigation. " 

In a two month period— 
from July 3 to Aug. 31—the 
price of wheat at Kansas City 
jumped 44 cents per bushel 
The export subsidy rose 42 

National 
Committee had merely been 
on "an enterprise of their 
own." 

The prosecutors' question­
ing of Republican offieialsj 
and some other witnesses at 
the trial often seemed more 
polite than penetrating. And 
the only evidence that high­
er-ups > were involved in a 
much broad^rN^onspiracy was 
elicited by the jiftige, not the 
prosecutors. 

Persistently • prodded by 
Chief U.S. Dist. Judge John J. 
Sirica and deluged by news­
paper disclosures, the team 
carried forward its grand 
jury. investigation and grad-
ually amassed evidence that) 

— AP Wirephoto 

Presidential adviser Henry Kissinger follows Presi­
dent Nixon down the boarding ramp Friday after 
their return from talks with French President 
Georges Pompidou in Iceland. Nixon is talking 
with his son-in-law David Eisenhower, back t6 

camera. 

White House Terms 
u 
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sources say will lead to the j , 
indictment of as many as 12jp res ident -Nixon' relaxed at 
former Nixon administration 
officials. 

Chafing under the criticism 
and threatened with removal 
just when they see them­
selves on the brink of suc­
cess, the prosecutors insisted 
privately to reporters that no 
one could have pressed, the 
case more quickly. 

"It's crazy to expect anyone 
to have understood how big 
this was on the first time 
around," said a member of 
the team. "Who could have 
imagined all this?" 

In essence the prosecutors 
argue that the failure of high 
officials to cooperate early in 
the investigation,, plus the 
stubborn.ess of top White 
House officials in clinging to 
their stories, made it hard, to 
get solid legal evidence for 
the spectacular allegations 
published by newspapers. 

Nevertheless, questions 
about the , prosecutors' han­
dling of the case began soon 
after the June 17, 1972, ar­
rest at the Watergate of five 
persons,- including James W. 
McCord Jr., security director 
of the Committee for the Re­
election of the President. 

his mountaintop retreat to­
day after putting a . "highly 
successful" label cm:.his sum­
mit talks, 'in Iceland with 
French President Georges 
Pompidou. 

Nixon has noi made a pub­
lic ' statement orf his two 
days' of intensive friendly 
consultations with Pompidou. 
But White House Press Sec­
retary Ronald L. Ziegler said 
Nixon viewed his meeting 
with the French Reader -asjaf meeUngs^kTssinger""and 

Nixon won only a "maybe" 
from Pompidou on the pro­
posed : summit. But he and 
Kissinger viewed with im­
mense satisfaction Pompi-
dou's agreement to join in a 
July international conference 
at the deputy foreign minis­
ters to begin charting the fu­
ture course of the alliance. 
'• Kissinger called it a'plus 

because of Pompidou's . pre­
vious adamant -resistance to 
reforming the 16-member al­
liance. The July session will 
culminate a series of bilater-

visory 

"highly successful." 
Nixon's sentiments were 

echoed by his chief foreign 
policy advisers, Henry A 
Kissinger and Secretary of 
State William P. Rogers. 

But they did not complete 
ly jibe with the Assessment 
of Pompidou who told report 
ers after bidding farewell to 
Nixon in Reykjavik: "These 
meetings are more like a con­
ception than a delivery. For­
tunately, a conception is a 
more pleasant business than 
a delivery." 

The delivery for Nixon and 
Kissinger would be an even­
tual super-summit to reshape 
the Atlantic Alliance. 

Marathon 

Flight Ends 

other deputies will hold with 
French officials, and interna­
tional conferences on mone­
tary, NATO trade ahd defense 
problems. 

"We achieved what we set 
out to do," Kissinger told re­
porters • en route home 
aboard the "Spirit of '76." 

Kissinger was particularly 
perturbed with French spokes-' 
men. who* were peddling the 
idea that Pompidou had 
agreed only to a bilateral 
meeting on the deputy for­
eign ministers level to dis­
cuss the transatlantic alli­
ance. He suggested that they 
"study/ the records" and 
"theyj^will see that- their 
spol&snien were not well in­
formed." 

There was no joint* state­
ment or communique to put 
it all in black and white. Kis­
singer insisted that there was 
never any intention to reach 
agreements during the Nix-
on-Pompidou summit on 
problems straining U.S.-West 
European relations.. 

UN Prepares 
For Debate 

BUENOS AIRES, Argen­
tina (AP) — Two masked 
gunmen who crisscrossed 
15.000 miles of I>ali* 'Ameri-j 
ca in a record airline hijack-; UNITED NATIONS. N.Y. 
ing finally managed to es-l(AP) —- Egyptian Foreign 
cap* today, but they got oitlyjMiriislcr Mohatned II. el-Zav-
$50,000 for their trouble. yat was to begin private talks 

Their' escape becamehoday in preparation for a 
known after the exhausted broad U.N, Security Council 
pilot, Capt. Hugo Molina,,debate next week on the Mid-
anded the airliner in Buenos die East. 
Aires. The session was postponed 

Molina said the hijackers)from Monday to Wednesday 

A hostess, far night, carries food aboard a hijacked 
Cohliybian airliner while a mechanic to her left 

.4 i V' V 

. — AP Witftplioto 

talks with the pilot, via an intercom system.Friday 
during a refueling stop in Lima, Peru. 

m 

had made off with the money 
in Resistencia, an Argentine 
city 500 miles north of here. 
They escaped into the sparse­
ly settled Chaco region in a 
pickup truck, he told news­
men. * 

"The hijackers ordered me 
to fly to Resistencia and 
threatened to kill the stew­
ardesses if I refused," Molina 
said. "In Jtesistcneia they 
fled in a pickup truck provid­
ed by the local police. I don'l 
know where they went," 

at Zayyat's request because 
he said he needed moro timo 
to meet with African and 
Arab foreign ministers who 
arc expected to support the 
Egyptian, posit ion. . , * 

Egypt, which asked for the 
hearing, is attempting to enl­
ist the Security Councirs 
help in getting Israeli to 
withdraw from occupied 
Arab territory, jbui Israel hag 
said- only negotiations can 
bring a settlement of that If* 
sue. 
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