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Gusts and Dusts 
Of Doubt 

Surround The Tapes 

John Erhlichman outside Los 
Angles Criminal Court. 

Marquis Childs 
WASHINGTON — "I am not a 
crook." ' ' • ' • • • . 

After that statement made by the 
President of the United States to the 
Associated Press managing editors 
in Florida, you would have to believe 
that - the shock limit had been 
reached, Yet,, that the President 
went to such extremes as he did in 
his latest broadcast to try to restore 
his credibility must be written down 
as at least an equal shocker. 

It may work. 
By releasing 1,200 pages of edited 

transcript, the President is com­
pounding confusion. Except for a few 
specialists who follow these matters 
in close detail, no one is going to be 

"That the president has some­
thing to conceaV is one of the 

doubts that will persist." 

Check off the luxury 
9 

features of our 
74 Ford Mustang 11 

(with luxurious 28.3 mpg leading the way!)* 
( \ r ) Elegantly finished interior 
(~\f) Plush, contoured all-vinyl bucket see' 
( >f) Color-keyed cut-pile carpeting . • 
( \f) 2.3 liter overhead:cam engine 
( ^ ) 4-speed transmission on the floor . 
(V^ ) Tachometer, fuel, ammeter and temperature gauges 
( w) Rack-and-pinion steering 
( \f) Manual front disc brakes 
( 1 ^ ) Isolated front sub-frame 
( %S) Full wheel covers 

. ( \r) Named Motor Trend Magazine's Car of the Year! 

Then check out 
the price: $2895 

Sticker pries lor b«is 2-door excluding 
destination charge*, dealer preparation, 

(itie and taxes. 

•That's the kind of good gas mileage Hugh Downs got driving a regular production Ford 
Mustang D* (rem Phoenix to Los Angeles! The engine and transmission were standard, of course-
and regular gas was used. In addition, the car had been broken tn to simulate 6,000 mile* of 
normal driving and never exceeded a speed of 50 mph. Naturally, the mileage you get from 
Mustang H depends on such factors as vehicle weight, local road conditions end your personal 
driving habits. So it could be less-or even more-than 28.3 mpg! 
Results verified by Ihe Generel Environments Corporation. 

V Check out the values... at 
your Ford Dealer's today! i 
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able to determine who is lying and 
who is telling the truth. 

Every indication in the Nixon 
strategy is that an impeachment 
resolution by the House may be inev­
itable. The case is being built up for 
the defense in the trial of the Presi- • 
dent before the Sepate. Part of the 
aim is to discredit John W. Dean III 
who was the principal accuser in the 
Senate Watergate hearings. 

Dean is also to be the principal 
witness for the prosecution on at 
least two or three of the counts In 
the indictment brought against seven 
of the President's advisers. 

In the perjury charge against H. 
R. Haldeman, the testimony of Dean 
on the coverup and the obstruction of 
justice is crucial. By discrediting 
Dean, the President can hope to 
bring about the acquittal of those 
such as Haldeman and John Ehrlich­
ia an to whom he has been consis­
tently loyal. 

The outcome of the trial of Maur­
ice Stans and John N. Mitchell, the 
two former cabinet officers indicted 
for perjury, obstruction of justice 
and criminal conspiracy, was a big 
step: in that direction. They were 
found innocent on all nine counts of 

,. the indictment. The headline 
emphasis was on the jury's rejection 
of the testimony of Dean, a prosecu­
tion witness. 

But two other prosecution wit­
nesses were also disbelieved. One 
was Harry L. Sears, a New Jersey 
Republican money raiser, the other 
G. Bradford Cook, former general 
counsel to the. Securities and 
Exchange Commission. They both 
admitted perjury under cross exami­
nation. . . V- •. 

"By discrediting Dean, the Presi­
dent can hope to bring about the 
acquittal of those such as Halde­
man and Erhlichman to whom he 

has been consistently loyal." 

• _ • 

The Jtrial was only incidentally a 
part of the Watergate prosecution 
and Watergate Special Prosecutor 
Leon Jaworski is said to have 
opposed bringing it at this time. 

It was a weak case, particularly 
. on the conspiracy count since, as has 
been repeatedly shown, conspiracy 
is difficult if not impossible to prove. 
The trial of theN Chicago Seven 
proved this at interminable length. 

But how is a puzzled, troubled 
public to sort out who is lying and 
who is telling the truth? The doubts 
on this score are the President's 
greatest reliance in holding off a 
resolution in the House and gaining 
acquittal in the Senate, should it 
come down to a trial. 

The dust of doubt was given a, 
special- twist by the 50-page memo­
randum put out by the White House, 
containing', carefully selected, 
excerpts from the transcripts. Pre-, 
pared by James D. St. Clair, the 
President's counsel, the memoran­
dum gives excerpts from Dean's 
conversations intended to cast doubt 
on his testimony before the senate 
committee implicating the President 
in the coverup. 

Since very few persons will have 
time to wade through 1,200 pages, 
the likelihood is that the self-serving 
memorandum will be the principal 
source of knowledge of the whole 
matter. 

This, in effect, acquits the Presi­
dent and convicts Dean of at least 
evasion and double:dealing. 

The strongest point the President 
made in his broadcast was that so 
much must be done both at home 
and abroad, that Watergate is a ser­
ious impediment. This being so, the 

question is why he did not simply 
comply with the request of the House 
Judiciary Committee. 

The President conceded the right 
to listen to the tapes and pass on the 
issue of relevance to Chairman 
Peter Rodino Jr. and ranking Repub­
lican Edward Hutchinson. But it is 
John Doar, majority counsel, and 
Albert Jenner, minority counsel, 
steeped in the intricacies of Water-, 
gate, who are best able to pass on 
this issue. " ' ' 

That the President has something 
to conceal is one of the doubts that 
will persist. Whether the campaign 
he is waging before friendly audi­
ences to allay that doubt will suc­
ceed, the weeks ahead will tell. 

United Feature Syndicate 

John Doar, chief counsel to the 
House Judiciary Committee. 

Election Financing 

Humanizing 
Detente 

Charles W. Yost 
There was held last week in Tbi­

lisi, the capital of Soviet Georgia, 
the eighth meeting of an informal 
group of Americans and Russians 
known as the Dartmouth Conference. 
The name derives from Dartmouth -
College where the first meeting was 
held in I960. 
• That was of/course the year of the 

U-2 episode and was followed by the ."; 
Berlin crisis and the Cuban missile 
affair. Through those dark days the 
Dartmouth group helped keep open 
channels of civilized discourse and 
relatively objective examination of 
the common problems that had 
brought the. two nations into such 
dangerous confrontation. 

The meeting in April 19J74 
reflected the new spirit of detente 
which has characterized US-Soviet 
relations during the last few years. 
The discussions were almost free of 
the polemics which had sometimes 
marred them in the past. Those who 
had been with the group since 1960 
declared it the best meeting yet. 

The Americans present included. 
Senator Hugh Scott, David Rocke­
feller, Norman Cousins, Hedley Don­
ovan, editor of '-Time", Landrum 
Boiling of the Lilly Foundation, the 
author of this piece, and a number 
of prominent businessmen and scien­
tists. Senator Edward Hennedy, not 
a member of the group but coinci-
dentally in the Soviet Union, took 
part in one meeting. 

On the Soviet side were Yuri and 
George Arbatov, director of the USA 
Institute, a deputy minister of agri­
culture, and about 25 other promi­
nent officials, scientists, journalists 
and experts in various fields. Mr. 

.. Gvishiani, Deputy Chairman of the 
State Committee for Science and 
Technology-, had been scheduled to 
attend but was prevented by illness. 

: After the meeting Senator Scott, and 
before it Senator Kennedy, were 
received by General Secretary 
Brezhnev. 

The theme of the meeting was 
"Problems of detente in the next five 
years." As the joint communique 
issued after the conference put it: 
"The participants of the conference 
see detente not as a temporary tac­
tic but as an ongoing and indispensa­
ble instrument for world peace.'' It 
was pointed out during the meetings 
that several favorable opportunities 
for establishing United States-Soviet 
cooperation on a durable basis — in 
the 1930's, just after World War II,. 

. in 1959-60 — had been frittered away 
and lost, and that this must not.be 
allowed to happen again. 
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Louis Ha r r i s 
By a rather narrow 43 to 37 per 

cent, a plurality of the American 
people stands in favor of "having all 
federal elections financed out of 
public funds with strictly enforced 
limits on how much each candidate 
for President, U.S. Senator, or con­
gressman can spend." This marks a 
decline in backing for public funding 
of elections, which met with major­
ity support, 53-35 per cent, in a Har­
ris Survey last November. The possi­
ble impact of public funding on taxes 
at a time when people are feeling the 
pinch of inflation appears to be the 
main reason for the change. 
, By contrast, a version of a cam­
paign spending reform bill, such as 
that advocated by President Nixon, 
sharply limiting but not eliminating 
private campaign contributions, is 
endorsed by a much clearer 57-18 
per cent majority. It would be fair to 
conclude that, while the.American 
people badly want reform of cam­
paign spending, they are not yet 
entirely sold on the merits of ending 
all private contributions and going to 
a system of total public financing of 
all federal elections: 

Recently, a cross section of 1,495 
households nationwide was asked: 

"Would you favor having all fed­
eral'elections financed out of public 
funds with strictly enforced limits oh 
how much each candidate for Presi­
dent, U.S. Senator, or Congressman 
could spend, or would you-oppose 
using public funds for this purpose?" 
Public Fundi To Finance Federil Elections 
. 

F«vor 
% 

Nationwide 43 
By Region 
. East 46 

Midwest 46 
• South * 37 

• West , 44 
By Education 

^ 8th grade or Iess3 
High school 40 
College 54 

By. Political Parly 
Republican 40 
Democratic 44 
Independent 51 

Union Members 47 

OppOtt 
% 

'37 

33 
36 
38 
43 

2 3 5 
39 
34 

42 
37 
34 
36 

Nat. 
$ur« 

H 
20 

21 
18 
25 
13 

/ 
3 3 
21 

•12 

18 
19 
15 
17 

The pattern of support and oppos­
ition for public financing of federal 
elections runs along by now familiar 
lines — Republicans and Southerners 
oppose it; voters in the East, Mid­
west, and West, as well as indepen­
dents and Democrats, back t£ejdea. 

The main reasons volunteered by 
people in favor of the public financ­
ing measure are: 

—'.'Everyone who runs would 
have an equal chance — an honest 
man would have a break in politics." 
The root of this reasoning is that 
raising campaign money tends to 

compromise, if hot corrupt a candi­
date for high office even before' he is 
elected. As a college instructor in 
Greensboro, N.C., put it, "Why," it 
costs so much to run a campaign 
today that an honest person would 
never run in the first place, and the 
money-raising process humiliates 
and corrupts just about'everyone 
who does run." 

—"Public financing will end cor­
ruption of public officials by contri­
butors, will limit the influence of 
special, moneyed interests." Last 
year, at the height of the Watergate 
disclosures, 81 per cent of the public 
felt that "illegal and harmful cam­
paign contributions were harmful 
and dangerous to the country." As a 
lawyer in South Bend, Ind., said, v 
"The way it is now, the special inter­
ests line up to buy a piece of every 
candidate and come back later to 
collect from the government he . 
represents when in office. It's a bad,.. 
Dad system." < 

• The opposition to public financing 
is essentially practical and prag­
matic: 

— "Candidates should raise their 
own money — why should the public 
pay?" This line of reasoning argues 
that candidates are courting the 
public's votes and should find their 
own ways 'to finance their cama-
pigns. As a* retired shopkeeper in St. 
Petersburg, Fla., put it, "A candi­
date ought to feel lucky getting my 
vote, but to also want my money to 
pay for his campaign is just carry­
ing it too far.". 

—"Public financing would raise 
our taxes." At a time when the pinch 
of inflation was never felt to be 
higher, any increase in federal 
spending, campaign financing 
included, is hard to come by in the 
minds.of many. In the words of a 
Peoria, 111., housewife, "The tax bur­
den is just too much now, but you 
add paying for political campaigns 
and that will break my pocketbook." 

The Nixon compromise, which, 
does not provide for public financing 
but rather puts limits on campaign 
giving, meets with more backing. 
People were asked: 

"The President recently 
• announced that he will send a cam­

paign' spending reform bill to Con­
gress. The major provisions of the 
bill are that all contributions from 
foreign sources will be prohibited, 
contributions of over $50 cannoi be 
made in cash, no person will be; able 
to contribute more than $15,000'per. 
presidential candidate, and no'itfore'. 
than $3,000 per senatorial or house' 
candidate. All in all, do you favor tyr 
oppose the President's campaign 
spending reform bill?'* * 

(C) 1074 by Th« Chicago Tribuiifr-^ 
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At the same time the conferees 
emphasized in their communique 
that "detente' is not an exclusive 
arrangement between two countries-
but an integral part of a worldwide 
effortf" They characterized the 
United Nations as "the proper and 
essential instrument" for bringing 
about world security and urged it be 
strengthened. 

The main subjects, discussed at 
the conference were control and 
reduction of strategic arms; limita­
tion of naval armaments, particu­
larly ih the Indian Ocean; the Mid­
dle East; European security and 
force, reductions; the United 
Nations; trade, with special refer­
ence to most favored nation treat­
ment; and- certain Joint scientific 
programs. Discussion of these sub­
jects will be reported in a subse­
quent article. 

What was actually most notable 
about the meeting was the atmos­
phere of warmth and cordiality, a 
personalization and humanization of 
detente. This atmosphere was.abet­
ted by the exuberant hospitality of a" 
the Georgians who spontaneously 
opened their homes and hearts to 
their American guests. 
:. Of course relationships of mutual', 
confidence and regard had been 
established over the years among • 
many participants who had attended v ; , 
a number of the meetings in bad - " 
times and in good. These shared •.•» 
experiences are now bearing fruit, -• 
as the authors of detente have hoped •->/.' 
they would, in a more congruent, or "'. 
at least a more mutually comprehen­
sible, appraoch to problems. A .;. 
common interest in practical, if not "n 
always identical, solutions has been 
created. 
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Memory Quiz 
.Answers 

1. French. 
2. Lou Gehrig, 
ft. Belief in two supreme gods; 

dualism. 
4. 14. 5.' "Lateral." 
6. Montpelier. 
7. James M. Cain. 
8. House of Commons. 
9. South. 

10. "Mistook." 
. . . . . . . . . I , . , . . , i . 

Trivia Quiz Answers 
' 1. Anita Colby. 

2. An opossum. 
3. Alfred E. Smith, who was 

governor of New York. 
4. tn a vault in the basement of 

his house. . 
5. "Indian Love Ca.ll." 
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