'I'hursday', Seotembe'r 21, 1961

From The Editor’s Flie -

“NEED OF REVIEW OF
ASSESSING SYSTEM"

Two . principal dev*-lop-
nents have Intensified the
vagerness of local officlals
vnd property owmers for im-
yrovement of assessng prac-
lces. Firs{, mountlng taxes
1ave stimulated general
sublic.concern with tax mat-
ers and Iincreases 1ln real
»state tax rates have em-
yhasized . the unéqual tax
surdens resulting from as-
jesament  inequaltltles = Sec-
yind, the survey . of state
=quallzatlon rates completed
n 1954 provided for the first
ime objectlve data on a
statewide basis in fFespect to
\Ssessiment practlces.,

The owneér ot real proper:
¥ 1s entitled to have his
roperty assessed at - the
same  peréentage (level) of
'ull value as other property
m the same roll. If his
yroperty 1s assessed at a
1igher level than other prop-
rty, the assessment is in-
qultable and ke must pay
nore than hls falr share of
-eal estate rates. '

Data oollectedt by the
Equalization Boarcf indicate
that there are substantlal
variations 1n the Mevels of
issessment of different types
f property and among in-
1ivliduai parcels in many lo-
calities,

Accordlng to the Equall-
ration Boald’s data, farms
Je generally over-assessed
that farm propertles in
0st towns are assessed at
higher percentage of full
value than other properties
on the same assessment roll.
on the other hand, samples
indicate that resldent.s are
usually assessed at approx-
wnately the average rate for
the whole assessment roll or
sightly under that rate.
The Board's data also
nowed substantial variations
a the level of assessments
i1 individual parcels, com-
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parlson of level assessments
for parcels Included in the
Board’s appraisal samples
with the average level of
assessment for the locallty
indicates that village rolls
are generally more equit-
ably assessed than cliy or
town assessment rolls and
that town (fownshlp) rolls
are the leo.st eqmtabiy as-
sessed.

During the. course of its
equalizatlon rate survey, the
Board's fleld crews encoun-
tered In some are assess-
ing practices whlch tend to
causg . inequalltles - in as-
sessment rolls. For example,
assessments frequently are
raised on property that is
sold, while assessments on
propertles not sold remaln
unchanget]; assessors may
consider factors which re-
late to the owmner of the
property . rather than the
property Itseli-such factors
as ability of the owner to
pay, whether the owner is
entitled to a partlal exemp-
tion, and in resort areas
whether the owner is a non-
resldent. | .

Many assessment rolls
were found to have  been
copied from year to Yyear,
thus preserving errors made
in the past, as well as fall-
ing to make - adjustments
necessary, for eqully among
assessments In some small
tax units, the rolls were lll-
egible and often lacked ade-
quate descriptions, making
it difficult to locate parcels
and in some instances caus-
ing duplicate .assessments.
Also, a few situations were
found where property had

been entirely omitted irom .

the assessment roll.
Misunderstanding by taa.x-

‘payers as to the meaning of

assessment equality and as
to their rights and remedies
has immobilized a large part
of potential taxpayer action
for improvements in assess-
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"} knowledge
sessments resulis from un-| .

ments The lack of' general
concerning as-

certalnty of meaning in- the
law, as well as absence of
conscientious effort to make
information generally avall-
able. . Widespread @ ’'undet-
standlng of assessment prios |
cesses, the meaning of as-
sessmen! equality and taxs

l1s an essential part of any
effectlve assessing  system.,

Many of the laws relating
to the real property tax are
amblguous or obscure. There
has not been a comprehen-
slve revision in 60 years.
Patchwork amend-
ments, which took care
of speclfic problems without
reference to related provls-
lons, have created uncer-
tainties and inconslstencles
In the law which, in turn,
have led to confuslon in ad-
ministrateive ruling and ju-
dlolal d¢cisions.

The law. directing: Lassess
ments al 100 percent of full
value has not brought about

Instead, it has provided a
false g'u-i:de %o taxpayers,
leading many to believe that
they are favorably {reated
so long as thelr assessments
are under full -value. Actu-
ally, they may be substan-
tially overassessed In rela-
tion to other proper“l;y on the
roll .

An attempt to maintaln furll
value assessments would re-
qulre changes in most as-
sessments every Yyear. This
would . increase taxpayer
confusion and no! necessar-

ily improve assessment e-
quality. '
Slnce it Is 'ﬂnerrforceabl'

and lneffective, the direction
to assess al full value has
led to dlsregard for the law
and has lmparied public re-
spect for the Integrity of
AsSessors. |

The o-bjectlve of the as-
sessing operation ls eqult-
able treatimeni. Equality ls
achleved when all BSSess-
ments are at the same' per-
centage of full value, wheth-
er . that percentage is 100,
50, or some other figure.

No single type of system
will it the wide: variety of
1 circumstances found in this
state. Certain minimum re-
qulrements however, apply
to all- sltuations. Among
these needs are; well quali-
fied assessing personnel ade-
quately compensated for the
time and quality of work
requlred. Effective grievance
machinery for reviewing as-
sessments. Tax maps, prop-
erty_record cards and other
equipment Technical and
mechanlecal assistance for
assessors. Coordinated and
continuing training opportun-
ities for assessing personmei.
Professional advice, partlc-
ularly In-respect to proper-
ties difficult to value and
general state laws pertain.
ing to real property taxa-
tion which are clear Qnd
easy to understand.

TR I B B ]
'On the average, . Amerl-
‘cany eal more veget&bles
per person than their Grand-
parents did 50 years ago. .

“OSWEGO COUNTY ARMY

ENLISTMENTS REACH
ALL TIME HIGH"
! Army enlistments for the
month of August 1961 reach-
ed an all time high. M/Sgt.
George Schumaker an-
nmounced a total of twelve
[€12) regular army = enllst-

payers righis and remedieg)

'ments were accomplished
during the 1ast month..

During the month of Aug-
‘ust sixteen (16) men veolun-
teered under the Army’s
Choice Not Chance Program.
This. was. the largest num-
her of  volunteers to enlist
in one month in Oswego
County in more than two
Lyears.

The following no,med men
have enlisted; for three (3)
year asslgmnents

Harold A. Jessmore, Fulton
New York, Air De-fence Com-
mand; Peter Arcadi, Fulbon,
New York, Alr. Defense
Command; Davld A. Petler-
lck, Hannibal, New York, Air
Defense Command; Lorne G.

q (QMC);

Burnham, Pulaski, New
York, Armor Sohool JAames

that result and there is “°|De Btephens Oswego New
reason to believe that 1t wllL. | York, Europe

(Germany);
Rlclm.rd Lehtonen, Mexico.
New York, Army §8chool
Program (Engr.); Martin F.
Taylor, Oswego, New York,
Army &8chool Program
William M. ‘Dowie,
New York, Army
(Engr.).,

Oswego, -
School Program

Lyle E. Woolson,
Havén,

(Mech); Leroy L. 8Smith,
Mexleo, New York, Army
School Program (Msle),
Gary . Grimshaw, Mexlco,
New Yerk Alrbome (Para-
teroops). . .

~ Those whos _names e.re not.
listed are due to enlist dur-
ing the month of Septem-
ber. Only the US Army of-
fers you three (3) year en-
listments and cholce of
branch of service overseas
assignment, or schoolihg of
your choice before you enlist.

It’s S Convenient
-to pay, by check

PO N W S N

No need to carry large
Hsums. of cash when you
’

g

go shopping. Just take}
your checkbook along'
Pay all your bills byl
oheok too. Save time and $
efl’ort 'Leok into this- ¢

Come in soon! 4
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“Lovlng Care"
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TO BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME

B Chrysanthemums
Grown by

G SOULE

Vanderkamp, Cleveland New York
Entranoe one mile north of Route 49 on Panther Lake

—_ All Colors

"l‘hese are not just run of the mill ¢ mums .
$They are grown from rooted cuttings pro-
duced by Yoder Bros., Barberton, Ohio, the
largest - suppliers of Chrysanthe-

florists. Planted June

9th and kept constantly watered, cultivated
sprayed and fertilized, they are large heal-
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New York, Army |
School Program (Ord); Rlch-  B¥
ard Fosdick, Oswego, New |§ine
York, Army School Program et
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‘;oung men de-sl.rlng to
take advantage of the Army
Program, #and pick
their choice of assignmment
are - encouraged to see
M/Sgt. . Schumaker at the
Oswego Army Recruiting Of-
fice, 31 East Bridge St. The
office is open Monday, Wed-

nesday and Friday, fao-m
8; 30 to 5:00. .
ADDITIONAL NORTH BAY
. . NOTES

A daughter, Mary_ Eliza-

beth was born on Septem-
ber 12 In Onelda Clty Hos-

pltal to Mr. and Mrs.-James
Eckel.
The . Womans Society of

Christlan Service will meet
on Tuesday evening at 8 p.
m. &t the home of Mrs.
Clarence Holmes.

Mrs. Alta Sargent laft
Sunday to spend the wincer
in Syracuse.

An elderly lady Iinquired
of a sallor just out of serv-

ice: “What rank did you
hold in the navy?”’

Sailor: ‘‘Ship's optician,
Lady: “I didn't know there
was such a rank. What did -

you do?" .
Sailor: ‘1T scraped the eyes

out of potatoes.”
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CHECK THESE EXCELLENT BUYS...

BIG SAVINGS NOW
- HOUSEHOLD -
BRQOM . .

L UNOW .
\ . ONLY

"Reg.
$1.49

Its sturdy, eff|c1eni, like only
corn_fibre ¢an be. Has
smoo_th, straight handle. Multi-
stitched for long service, Save
55¢ during aur big salel

\\
i fﬁf!}" u)»*”'

Full width broom Wpe wuth
twenty ‘spring-steel teeth an-
chored in sturdy frame. Flex-
ible -~ won’t harm the grass
roots. Save nowl :

DURING THIS SALE!

ELECTRIC HEATER
 with THERMOSTAT

Dial the exact temperature
. you want, thermostat keeps il
- there. ‘Fan floods Toom with
comforting warmth, Has safe.
ty switch, guard. t's compact,

- portable! Built ta last,

Has hood for more thOrough
faster drying. Hot and cold"
switch, Set in on table or lifi
from base for hand use, Ideal
for home permonents.

SHOP NOW AND SAVE ON ALL YOUR
FALL NEEDS. SALE ENDS SOON!

 ENAMELED ROASTER

CIRST NATIONAL | -

Has drip top and bullt-in bast-
ing well. Browns perfectly
every.time. Generous size
holds ¢ to 10 Ib. roast. Snug
fitting cover. A real valuel

“LADY PETITE” TOASTER

Guaranteed for 1 year.
Toasts to perfection every

browness cantrol, hinged
crumb tray, stay-cool handles.

with CVISION's PdfComoressor < - . 7'

time, avtomatically. Has

Ribbed metal tray has ladder:

roller with sturdy handle. Use
with oil or water-mixed paints
Fost, efficient. Big bargain.

EXCLUSIVE A H 5 BRANDS
““ALWAYS HIGHEST STANDARDS*

- %' POWER DRILL

Full 3 amp. motor for exire
power, extra performance
Geared down 1o 610 rpm unv
der full load, it runs cooles

$12.95

HAIR DRYER and HOOD

lock legs. Good quality fabri¢

%" A H S Drill only $10.88-

CIRCLE SUPPLY CO., INC

Cor. Main & Church Sis Phone WO 3-3152, Mexics, N. Y.
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