8—Oswego County Messenger. Thurs., March 19, 1981

By TRICIA CRISAFULLI
. WEST MONROE-.Along Route 49. between Central
Square and West Monroe, a road veers oft to the right.
The sign 8ays Toad Harbor Road.
Near the end of the road, at the very edge of Oneida
Laie, Augusta Cecconi-Bates lives with her husband,
her piano and her music compositions.

“There must he 900,000 composers in t.ho world, but

. I'm the only one whe livs in Toad Harbor," she laughed.
8o what's a musical compaser doing in Toad Ha.rbor?
Very simply, she's writing music.

Growing up in Syracusge. Augusta was introduced to
Italian operas which undoubtedly influenced her musi-
cal career.

*I always wanted to write mueic since I was a little

kid.” Augusta recalled. Her parents. while encouraging
- her musical aspirations. inmeted she look to the
- practical.

Augusta attended Middlebury College n:od Syracuse
‘University and became a music teacher. She then con-
tinued her education with special studies in composi-
tion at Cornell University and Syracuse University.

In the 18708, Augusta started eompoeing music as &
profesion.

“Before then I was composing for the kids I taught at
school,” she said. _

Augusta has been commissioned to write concert
band and chamber orchesira pieces as well as chamber
ensembles with narratives. _

Some of her recent premieres include “Menagierie:
Mythical and Musical,” *“Pasticcio.” and an upcoming
‘work “"War Is Kind” ba.aed on the poetry of Stephen
- Craine,

It will be performed by the College Band Apr 5, and
will feature soloists Leon and Geraldine Carapetyan.

Augusta was commissioned to set Craine's poetry to
" music by The College Band after George Cuppernull of

~ the SUNY Oswego music department heard of a pro-

gra.m she did at the Market House.
“George wrote to me and asked me todo a work for
them,” she said. “I like Stephen Cmne s poetry. It‘
very easy for me to set it to music.” -
. The piece Augusta chose for the College Band is “War
Is Kind.”
- “It's very strong.” Augusta ea.id “Obvtously. war m
not kind.” .
Words To Mueic
As Aug'usta read Cralne s piece the rnelod:,.r line was
very apparent.
“The verses seemed to say, here's a melody he

Press Welcomes
- Animal Crackers

Members of the Oswego County Press Clubwill learn "

about “Warm Fuzzies’ at its next program meeting
Wednesday. Mar. 25, at the Hannibal Hotel. courtesy of
Animal Crackers Unlimited, an Oswego-based child-
‘ren’s theatre production company.
The creation of Donna Inghma. Ammal Crackers
. Unlimited. has been in existence since June, 1978, to
foster in audiences of all ages an understanding and
appreciation for theatre. The company performs in
schools. church halis, summer camps, conferences.

state parks, homes for the handicapped, private func- :
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AT THE PlANO--Composer Augusta Cecconi-Bates

sits at the piano. working on her latest composition
“War Ia Kind.” Based on the poem by Stephen Cra.ine,

noted
Augusta’'s sensnwlty to words is apparently impor-

tant to her craft. “You almost have to be a poet or under- -
stand poetry to write a song." Augusta said. Musw

should enhance the spoken word."”
The total mood of the poem. she added, should be clear
to the composer. “War Is Kind. . the composer has to

catch the harshness a.nd the irony.”

While Augusta sing’s Craine’s laurels in some of her
favorite mustcal compositions, she also works with a
“living poet” R. Wayne Archer. :

“I've done quite a few of his poems.” she said.
. poetry just indicates--do something musical.™ :

But composing requlres more than sensitivity--or
even talent.

“His

-Ideas e.nd Wwork
In composing. Augusta explamed
ldea and the rest hard work:”

“You have to have an idea to start wuh--tha.t s the
glft she said. but the techniques must be learned.
" 1'm not an experimental composer.” she said. "I just
want a sound that satlsfles me a.nd sayssomething toan
audience.”

‘It's one percent

tions. or any environment where a theatrical presenta- PHae

tion is possible. Inglima is a graduate of Los Angeles

Cit College professional theatre training program. and | .

worked in New York City as stage manager and actress

for five years before coming to Oswegoas projectdirec- |

tor of the Chiidren’'s Theatre Pro,]ect for the Oswego
County Council on the Arts.

- Troupe members will describe for press ciub the tech-
nique of putting together a children’s productino which
uses & minimum of costuming and stage set pieces.

encouraging the audience to use its imagination. The

actors talk with the children while costuming. accord-
ing to Inglima, asking for comments and encourage-
ment during the play. When completed.the actors invite
the children on stage to work with props and to try on
their costumes.

“Warm Fuzzies.” the company's latest production.
tells the story of the inhabitants of Swabeedoo. a
friendly and carefree community. The “warm fuzzies™
are expressions of friendship and kindness, until a sin-

. ister Troll manipulates a warm fuzzies shortage.

The cast includes Liz Loonan., who has an art degree

from SUNY Oswego and serves a company costume as

- well as cast member; Paul Maggio, SUNY Oswego grdu-
ate who majored in psychology and social work. He has
appeared in every production sincce 1978 and is a
former staff member of the Oswego County Council on
the Arts Children’s Theatre project. Charla Mililard. a

- SUNY Oswego graduate in natural resources conserva-
tion who acted with Wildwood Players at the Renais-

- sance Faire in Sterling. She presently project
coordinator for Children's Theatre for the Oswego
County Council on the Arts.

Mindy Nirenstein. who has a b.a. in theatre from
SUNY Oswego. has worked with ACT in Auburn, Wild-
wood Players. and has studied with Sonja Moore in New
York City.

. A social hour will be held at 6 p.m. with dinner at7
p,m. and the program at 8 p.m. Guests are welcome by
calling program chairman Muriel Allerton at 592-5800
for dinner reservations.

SUPPORT THE
MESSENGER

RIF DAY--The second RIF (Reading Is Fundamental)
distribution was held at St. Mary's Monday. Each stu-
dent was given the opportunity to select a book for his or
her own. Pictured is the third £rade class wearing their

Repoe In Toad Harbor
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the work will be performed Apr. 5 by the College Band
Soloists Geraldine a.nd Leon Cmpetya.n will be fea-
tured.

And the singers must feel com fortable with the music.

" Even the best soloist will end up making a gruesome

face trying to hit that beyond-reach note.

When Augusta composes for a singer. she takes into
consideration their singing style and personality. Like
Malcolm and Margaret Smith of Dusseldorf{ Opera.
Their coach recomended Augusta tocompose works for
them, and the resulting work. “The Ship of the World,”
.will be premiered in New York City during the 1981-82.

To hear a piece performed. Augusta said. is one of the
most satisfying experiences.

“It’s really a sensational feeling.” she said. Each con-
ductor or singer may interprete the piece a bit differ-
ently. but in essence, the product is what Augusta flrst
put on paper.

But what makes Augusta s works popular com petmg

'with so many would-be composers. She attributes ittoa
. number of factors.

“You have to know how to market
your stuff.” she said. adding she is also a big fan of lady
luck. What Augusta fails to note, probabl:,.r for rnodes;q,:r

- sake, is talent.

- In the end. that's what separa.tes the melody from the
discord.

Shamrock People they made to wear on RI'F dny Third
grade teacher Miss Gallagher was assisted by Mrs.
Johnson and Miss Fortino. At the end of the day, two
Irish step dancers performed for the children.

Lions Celebrate Anniversary

The Lions CLuhs of Oswego and Phoenix wil celebrate
their silver aniversary of organization and service to
their communities by joining together with Lions from
all parts of the state at & dinner dance Saturday at the
Elk's Club in Oswego.

Featured speaker will be Robert Way, past director of
1ions International. The Camillus resident has been

‘awarded five Lions Presidential awards and Lions Club
International’s highest honor--“The Ambassador of
Lion Way was designated as one of five Genaral

Electric employees world-wide 10 receive the Gerald

Phillippe Award for distinguished puhblic service. In his
name, the Grmavel Mant=is Comnany donated $1.000 to
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the Lion International Foundation, thus making him a
Melvin Jones Fellow.

Past international Director Way has many fields of
service and is presently on the board of directors of the
Empire State Speech and Hearing Clinic (a New York
State Lions Project), as well as the Central New York
Associaton for the Hearing Impaired, the Lighthouse of
Onondaga County, and t.he Central New York Eyve Bank.

Way, a Lion for 22 yem is a Korenn veterm and
holds a masters degree in business from Syracuse Uni-
versity. He jg & marketing executive with the General
Electric Company. He and his wife, Fran, are pmnto of
one daughter, Wendy.
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