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The following is the concluding portion
of the cjoquent orttfln delirered by Gen.
McCltJian, on tbe u t̂ercsting^ occasion of
laying the foundation stone of tbo Battle
Monument at West Point, oo Wednesday,
JUQ« 15,1864:

_ _ T H E CAUSE FOE UTUICH WE Fh . lU .

But what is the honorable and holy cause
for which these men hare laid down their
HTCS, and for which tbe nation still de-
mands tbe sacriftee of the precious blood, of
so many of her children ?

8ixra after the cWtoe'of the Revolutionary
War, it was found that the confederacy
which bad grown up duriDg that memorablo
contest, was falling to pieces from its own
weight. The centra? power wan too weak.
It eoald recommend to the different states
such measures as seemed best and it pos-
sessed no vn\ power to legislate, because it
lacked rho e.tecntire force to compel obe-
dience to KB laws, the national credit and
self respect bad disappeared, and it was fear-
ed by the friends of human liberty through-
out the world *j»hat purs was but another
added to theiong list of fruitless attempts
at self-government. The nation was eri-
dentJy.oa the brink of ruin and dissolution
when SOBQS eighty years ago many of tho
wisest and most patriotic of the land met
to seek a remedy for the great evils, which
threatened to destroy the great work of
the revolution, ^hesessions were long and
often stormy; for a time tbe most sanguine
doubted the possibility of a successful ter-
mination oi their labors. But from amidst
the ooofiie! of sectional interests, of party
prejudice and of personal selfishness, the
spirit of wisdom and conciliation at length
evoked the Constitution under which we
have lived so long. It was not formed in a
day; but was the result of practical labor,
of lofty wisdom, and of the purest patriot-
ism. I t was at last adopted by the people
of all the states—although by somo re-
luctantly—not as being exactly what all
desired, but the best possible under the cir-
cumstances. . ,

IVwas accepted as giving at a form of
government onder which tbe nation might
Dve happily and prosper, so long as the peo-
ple ssKmld oeotinas to be influenced by tbe
same* jenJaneais which actuated those who
formed it j and which would not be liable
to destruction from internal causes, go long

the people preserved a recollection of
the miseries' and;calamities which led to its
adoption. Under this beneficial constitu-
tion the progress of the nation was unsur-
passed in history. The rights and liberties
of its eitfzens were secured at home and
abroad; vast territories were rescued from
the control of the savages and tbe wild

atihfof' ty the domain of the
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Union and cmitttHWi. Tne arrs, me sci-
ences, and commerce grew; #ur flag floated
upon erery sea, and we took our place
among the great nations of the earth. But
under this smooth surface of prosperity
upon which we glided so swiftly, with all
the sails set before the common breeze, dan-
gerous reefs were hidden which now and
then cause ripples upon the surface, and
aaade atqrioos mnd-more careful pilots.
jUsted by/'.success, th€ ship swept on—tbe
crew not heeding tbe warnings they receiv-
ed, forgetful of the dangers escaped at the
beginning of the voMge, and blind to the
hideous maelstrom, wnich gaped to receive
them. The samy elements of discord sec-
tional preiadices, Interests and institutions
which had rendered the formation of the
Constitution so difficult, threatened more
than once to destroy it. But for a long
time the nation was so fortunate as to pos-
sess a series of political leaders, who to the
highest abilities, united the same spirit of
conciliation which animated tbe founders
of this repofcJic, and thus for many yean
the threatened evils were averted. Time,
and the long continuance of good fortune,
obliterated the recollection of the calami-
ties of years preceding the adoption of the
Constitution, they forget that concilia-
tion, common interests, and mutual charity
nad osen tbe foundation, and must be the
support of oar government, and all the re-
lations of life. At length, men appeared
ajith sectional aud personal prejudices and
interests, datweigJung all considerations of

XT "E* XJT , • J~\ f \ f \ T\ C i the general good.' .Extremists of one sec-
JN Hi W, ' X* \J KJUO • Wfureiabed t*e evasion, eagerly seized

;. 1 m a pretext hf cqmQsy extreme men in tbe
: ' -_ . Mm • • m ••. r. ;A |oth«r, fecaaaadoniog the pacific remedies
A t mQOlfrMf ^ ; I Afforded by tae Conetatation. Stripped of

»aV" i:o >f -t:»ui [seU sopJustry and side-iasaes,'the direct
cense of tbe war as is presented itself to
the- honest and patriotic citizens of the
North was simply this:

Certain States, or rather a portion of the
'fahabrtaats of certain States, feared, or
prefesssd to fear, tast injury would result
to theft rights antr property trom the ele-
vatimi of % particular party to power. Al-
though the Constitution and tbe actual

1 condition of the government provided them
wkb a peaceable and stare protection against
the apprehended erf)/ they prepared to
seek Mecarity In the* destruction of the
government which contd protect them, and
in the use of force against national troops
holding a national fbrtross. To efface tbe
insult ofieretf to otff flafc, to save ourselves
fret* tbe fate of t£e divided republics of
liarf and Sooth America; to preserve our
government from destruction; to enforce
it*~Iust PQwer and laws; to maintain our
very ex$tence a» a nation. These were
the causes whKb,labelled us to draw the
sword. Bebeli^n against a government
like otlra. wai&h oqniains within itself the
means ox selt-adlustiBMit and a pacific rem-
edy fbr evils, shoutf 'never be confounded
with » revohxtion against despotic power,
watcn refuses redress of wrongs. Such a
rebsUioB cannot be justified upon ethical

r aad the omy alternatives for our
caoic? are its suppression or the destruction
oi o«< astooaslity.

At saea a time as this, and in such a
r political partisanship should be

msiied in a true snd brave patriotism,
whisk taibke only of the good of tbe whole
epsirry. It wa> m t^is cause and with
tbaes sapCires that so nauiy of our d»mrad«s
aare given taieir Jiv«eyand to this we are
all pereoasily ni<i|aa*i1 is all honor and fluel*
UY. Saall sfsds dSOlion aa that of our

comrades bs of so avail 7 Shall it bs
said in after-ages that we lacked tbe vigor
to complete tbe work) thus begun 1 That

11 after all these noble lives freely given, we
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