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Who said Fulion is a great place
to live; 1 said 80 and the reasonl say
80 s because I got a Christmas card
from my gasoline station. From Tom
Critteden who runs the Arco station
down the way from us. The card re-

ceived g specially desjgnatedposition
this year. Ahead of the cardsfrommy
children and relatives. Evenahead of
the cards from my grandchildren,

] must say another thing about
Tom. Hestill says thank youwhenyou
pull away from his station, .
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I sent 3 Christmas cardto a new
friend, to Leslie Finch of Springfield,
Vermont, who used to drive a Mobil
truck for many years through New
England, who moved to Floridatore-
tire and moved back to Vermont to
settie down and live,

Leslie was myrdommateat the
Mary Hitchcock Hospital in Hanover,
New Hampshireandheis 76 years old.
The reason why I say he is 76 is be-
cause he is proud of his age. Whenhe
came into the room the first day he
asked the young nurse, as he was
handing her his pants, how old she
thought he was and she said sixty-
four. He saldguess again and she said
sixty-five and he said would you
believe seventy-six and she said she
couldn’t believe it as she put his
trousers into the closet.

_ We spoke little to each otherdur-
ing the early days of our ¢onfinement,
a glance, awave of the hand was amen-
ity enaugh to carry us through the day;
we both appreciated the lack of rest-
less chatter and it wasn’'t until a week
had gone by that Lealie asked wherel
was from. For my part up to then 1
knew little of him except thathe was
sevonty-six.

Then . one  day Leslie asked if |
‘would like to read his Boston Globe
and afterwards at shout eleven every
morning he would offer it to me and
Bl tripe 1o detall arswmd the comiry
. [ g
by auto with Mrs. Finch during his re-
tirement years. Tell me a motel and
I'll give you the room rent.

Leslie was also eonsiderate
because many times he would ask me
if T were too tired to listenand some-
times 1 would say yes and he would
say okay but remind me when I start

" talking next time where I left off. He
was a comfortable companion.

He was thoughtful. After Supper,
he would reach over with his little
glass vial which held his wooden
toothpicks and asked me to help my-
self. There were times [ pulled out
the toothpick sgimply as a symbol of
our growing rapport for each other.
What could a toothpick do for a sup-
per of jello and soup? .

And thus we bacame friends even
if we didn’t see much of each other.
The reason for this was that we de-
cided one day (0 keep the curtain
drawn since everytime a nurse came
in to attend us she would close the cur-
tain and as she left the room she would
ask how far we would like it opened.
The girls, we figured, had more to do
than adjust the curtain, and we decided
to keep the curtain closed.

My family could not understand
how we became friends and [ once told
them perhaps we never would have if
we had to look at each other. One day
he put on his pin-striped suit, white
shirt and blue te, took with him the
plant my girl$ had broughthim and he
said goodbye and he saidhe was sorr)
he didn’t talk too much the first few
days because you were sick as hell.
1 shook hands with him and sdid come
to see us by Lake Ontario andhe said
he would. He did look like sixty-six.
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Some things change on some
Christmases but 1was thankful thatl
could go and again a Christmas
tree from Dave Runter like I doevery
year. . | paid him for the tree and he
gave me back two dollars for a sub-
scription renewal for The Patriot
whieh reminds me [ should turninthe
two dollars beforethe bookkeeper
gets mad at me. I had trouble fitting
the tree into the stand and when [ got
it standing finally it tilted, leaned
and my wife and one of her assistants
said it was too skinny. But when it’s
all dresssed and done, like a bride,
there is no ugly Christmas tree. and
this one looked like the prettiest of
them aii. .

Soon there were twenty for Christ-
mar dinner as they came from all
over. it was i
and everybody wanted to do something

. to help with the table. Only the turke)
rested undisturbed at one end of the
table and said nothing. A fewdaysago
the last to leave in a cloud of dust and
12 a stationwagon with four tittle chil-

was a daughter who rolled down
the Window and as ahe drove out of the
veway she shduted have a Happy

. You too.

NEWCOMERS AID LIBRARY. The
Fulton Welcome Wagon Newcomers
annual auction brought a good turnout
of the membership and proved (o be
a big Success for the childrens’ de-
partment of the Fulton Library.

Ellen Morin, librarian, second
from right, acceptsacheckifor $l12
from Mrs. Carol Hines, Newcomers
President. Looking on at teft. Mrs,
Dorothy Kelleher, Ways & Means

Anderson, publicity. New books will

Chairman and at rl:ht.' iﬁ*l.

be purchased for the children’sli-
brary.

The proceeds of the auction are do-
nated each vear to a different worth-
while cause or charitv. The Newcom-
ers have many social functions in
&ddition 1o their eommunity involve-
ment.

Krakau slated for board

With  the™ county legislature
convening Monday. January 3 for its
organizational meeting. there were
solid indications that Legislator Al-
vin Krakau of Sandy Creek, will be
reelected the board's chairman for
another term,

There has been no formalizedan.
nouncement to that effect in the Re-
publican-dominated legislature. but
there have been indications during
the last few sessions that Krakau is
anxious toguide some of the programs
of the legislature to a fruition dur-
ing the coming session,

As an example, during the startof
last week's meeting, Legislator John
Suflivan delivered a long dissertation
regarding a procedural change of the
meetings: Krakau acknowl Sul-

liva:;; comments s% al this
spacifically was part préagram
tv be developed in the coming moushs

of the new lagislatlxe year.

The structure of-the 1974 legisla-
ture will see a substantial Republi-
can majority of 28 legislators, sev-
en Democrats and cne Independent.

There will be no reduction in the
amounts of their month!y checks for
the 621 aged. blind. and disabled
public assistance recipientsinOs-
wego lounty as the federal govern-
ment takes over the admanistration
this month of these welfare pro-
grams,. Social Services Commission-
oer Rupert Collins said this week

This assuranceis basedonthe re-
cently announced schedule of State
and county supplements whichwill be
added to the Federal payments. Com-

chairman re-election

New legislators at the organiza-
tional meeting wiH be James Best of
Granby. Norma Bartle of Minetto,
John Wallace of Volney, Robert Mil-

ler of West Monroe, Nunzio
Spiridigliozzi of the sixth ward in
SWego, Edward Frawley of the

fourth ward in Fulton. John T. Don-
ovan of the third ward in Oswego was
named to fili the post vacated by the
death of Angelo DeMiero late inl973.
He was elected in the November race
in that city,

In the meantime County Attorney
and Budget Director Charles Sauers,
who has formally announced his re-
tirement . effective l1ast day of 1974,
is likely to stay on for cne or two
meetings during the new year until
a new county attorney is named. Thare
were no indications who that wouidbe

~although several names are under
consideration. The appoimaiment will

County Attorney only ande’.

special action by the boardon Thursa

be for

day is likely to clear the way for
Budget Director post.

Continued on Page 13

change from local administration of
cash assistance for the aged, blind,
and disabled to Federal almintstra-
tion wa$ mandated by 1972 amend-
ments to the Sociat Security Act.The
new program is called Supplemental
Security income {(SSI).

The following table shows the size
of the SSI checks to be issued. start-
ing in January. and the socurces of the
funds. The State-local supplement
shown in the second column is div-
ided equally between the State and the

missioner Collins explained. The  county.
Federal State - Local Total
Payment  Supplement  SSI Check
Individual living alone $130 $76.85 $206.85
individual living with others 130 24.18 154.18
Couple living alone 195 99.93 294.93
Couple living with others 195 50.93 245.93
Special schedules have been  services will continue to administer

established for aged, blind. and dis-
abled persons living in family care
or in residential facilities for the
aged. blind. and mentally retarded.

The Social Service scheduleof
payments now in effect calis for $84
a month for a single person and 3134
for a couple. plus the cost of rent
and fuel for heating. The Federal
Government now pays half thecost of
this pregram; the other half is divid-
ed between theState and the local soc-
ial services districts.

Commission Collins emphasized
that there is no need foraged, blind,
or diabled public assistance re-
cipients to take any action to make
sure they will continue to receive
their monthly checks next year. The
State and county soecial services de-
partments have bheen collaborating
with the Social Security Administra-
tion to assure there will be nointer-
ruption in the monthly payments (o
eligible persons.

5 osﬂewho have beer receiving
Social Security benefits to addit:or o
public assistance grants wiil continue
to receive those benefits 10 separate
checks. The value of the food stamps
for which public assistance rect-
pients are eligible was taken into con-
sideration in determining the size of
the State-local supplement. S$8] re-
cipients will therefore not be eligible
for food stamps after January [

The County department of social

Medicaid and social services. such
as homemaker and housekeeper ser-
vices. Commissioner Cellins pointed
out that the only funciton the Social
Security  Administration will take
over on January | will be that
of making SSlpavments. including the
State-local supplement.

Eighth annual

meeting
at YMCA

The eighth annual meeting of ne
y MC. A will be bheld Saturds.
January 12 at Lakeview Lanes star:-
ing with a social hour at 6:30 p.m
followed by a buffet dtnner at 7.30p ™

Instead of a speaker, the Y. M.C 3
will put on a special program lasi.ng
about a half an hour that will include
a variety of demonstrations.

Executive  Secretary  Char.-s
Patiersor. sa¥s: “We hope that re
folks atiending our annual mee:.. "R
will have an opportunity to see w"at
the Y is doing and what it canofl-r
for people of all ages.”

A board of directors meeting w.il
take place sometime during the eve” -
ing and guests attending the mee:."g
will be given the fiscal and sear-end
“Y”™ Report. Dancing will ‘oilow ‘re
program.
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The 621---No reduction as
Social Security takes over

K
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| '}_I.ooking for help:

L Before the new sear  oids
¢he chances are that a faceless 4 ey
of more than 300 youth~ will have
- @ropped out of high schoul.

And they will be for the mostpart
rudderless. drifting aimlessly. with

.. OEt a jobandeven worse without pros-

for a job.

Official statistics will say the fig -
ure will be 400 but that doesn’t inciude
suspensions and expulsions whichare
not  counted as dropuuts in moslt
sthool systems of Oswego County.

Numerically it doesn’t seem like
a lot of young people. Dercentage-
*wise, in 1968 the county had one of the
three highest dropout ratios in the
state. More recent figures released
show a better performance percent-
age-wise compared withother coun-
ties in the state.

Oswego County in the latest figure
has a+4.5 dropout rate which makes
it the i2th highestin the swate, ex-
Clusive of the metropolitan New York
area. There were 57 counties in the

listing.
That isn't as redeeming as it
sounds. The number of dropouts

seems o run over 400 consistent-
1y and the latest figure was basedon
a census report which showeda coun-
try -wide population increase which
account for a lower dropout percent-
age, from 6.3 to 4.5.

This information on the tragical-
1¥ high dropout rate in the area. was
secured by The Patriot in-a study of
various census figures and available
coynty Federal State Aid Qffice stud-
ies andas well as with a series of dis-
cussions with individuals closeto the
gritical situation in county schools.

PHILLIPS STREET SCHOOL sixth
graders,under the direction of their

teachers- Linda Matcke andJamie
Collins- spent several days recently

PATRIO

Volume 129, No. 1 - 0 Cents

Yof school dropouts

What makes it all worse, aside
from the federal Neighborhood Youth
program there is no formalized help
fin the dropouls or concentrated ef
firt to stem the high ratio of dropoots
1n county school oy stems

On the other hand, only a small
segment of dropouts are reached by
the federally funded Neighboihood
program, only about 60 young peo-
ple over a year'stime. Andtheseare
on the proverty level.

Dropouts from middle andhighin-
come families are not eligible for
Neighborhood Youth programming
and consequently there is no pro-
gramming for them.

Federal State Aid Office said this
week there is a possibility that “in
school™ programs, consisting of part
school. part work may be reinstated
by the federal government.

An observer close (o the dropout
scene told The Patriot that the re-
sponsibility for reduction of the num-
ber of dropouts eventually ends on the
doorstep of the school districts in the
county, some of which 40 not realize
the high ratio in Oswego County.

It becomes obvious that a child who
drops out in the county is highly dis-
advantaged because he’s in a county
with a high uwwvemployment rate. Lat-
est unemployment figures for the
county are expected to be in the high
7 percent.

One of the most revealing statis-
tics to come to light onthe county’s
educational program, according to a
study of 1970 census, is that more.than
50 percent of males and fenwmles over
25 are not high school
highest percesitage of
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putting I:ogedler a Roman Festival.

Here are some of the _
bringing the culture of the old city of
Rome alive in an old ewelry shop.

State of City message

Good news and trying times

Mayor Percy Patrick. Jr. and the
six aldermen. all returned to their
posts in the November elections,
were sworn tooffice inapublicinau-
gural Tuesday atthe Municipal Build-

Delivering his State of the City
mes at the startofhis fifth term,
Mayor Patrick emphasized that the
city continues “moving akead ~

Looking to the twnyearsahead fe
~aid:

“Of prime importance righ? now
is the beginning of consiructivr af-
ter more than threexearsafplaniing
of Towpath Towers our ll-stors
high.-rise for our older citizens in
downtown Fulton.

“We can look forwardtoaddition-
al construction dowrlow=m ir the
Security Builéing and .oan Assncia-
tion on the site of the nld Perkins
building, a new Shapiro'<. four park-
ing lots.”

He said that work would begis this
year on construction of the Cayuga
Mall, “giving citrzens of Fultona real
hometown atmoiphere plus the ad-
vantage of convetler: mai shopping
which should bring more people into
tha Asyntown aren
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The maror congratulated Robert
Burleigh, presiden: of the Common
Council for ki~ effort onthe Commu-
nits Cemer a=d Skating Rink which
shouid be cumpieted in Recreation
park *‘this spring” Under Burleigh's
direction »we inouk forwardto contin-
ved expansior o North Bax. the city’s
camping area =~ he added that the
number of campsites would be
increased

In referc-ce to the Oneida Sireet
Bridge he <id: _

“Of prir-e interest tnmeisaco -
tinuing effort to see consiructior ~f
a new Oreida Street Bridge. and |
shall keep that on Page One on my

calendar of hopes for the coming
vear.”
The city ma» face some irying

times ' .n the fieid of econemics™ the
Mayor told the holiday zathering be-
cause of the “energy ¢risls loss of
federal funding for local projecis =~

The most dramatic expeérience
Patrick saild during the lasttwoQ years
was the gettling f the four months
Nestle strike He ed that withou:
the cooperatior "7 a.0 »fus - --plant.
union, ~iiy  admainisiration,
media i-3 ¢oncerned oo leaders
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the first year of high school, suppos-
ed!y when they reach 18.

Statistically, 1in the census re-
port only a tenth of one percent separ-
ates Oswego County from being the
sixth highest dropout rate in the state,
The three counties with the low-
est  dropout rate are Nassau, 1.8
Tioga; 2.4; Delawars, 2.2; according
to 1970 Census reports.

In a study made several years ago
seeking additional aid for manpower
programs for the area, Carolyn Rush
of the county Federal State Aid Office
contacted many of the county guidance
counseliors rega thé county’'s
high dropout rate. In her report she
said in part:

N of the guidancecounsel-
lors in various schools suggested that
our dropout rate is declining some-
what due to the advent and fmprove-
ment of guidan¢e services In schools.
With lower student caseloads, coun-
sellors have an opportumity to work
with more potential dropouts.”

“As the caseload per coungellor
lowers, possibly our dropout rate will
falt,” she contiomed. LI

“As a follow through to the 1970-71
dropout survey, lcontacted the
schcols again in June of this yearfor

d figures -
sm dropped: out of schools

yoar's 4.6."
Otyer than a lowering of guidan

i -

coumseller caseloads there's nopre-

grammed, effort to reduce ons of B
state's | -dropout yates in'Os- ©
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. First row:Jefl Porter, Mike Ham -
mond:; second row,Ted Martin. Heidi

Steinitiz, Annette Allen: seated. San- .

dy Collier.

and [ am thinking especially of Father
Champlin. the sirike might “ave
brought down a vital a<se<l {in
Fulton's economy.”

L'rban renewal progress was re-
viemed favorably b. the maror with
new downtown development conting-
ing through 1875. He also pointed out
two side effects of urban renewal in
downtown Fulton, namel: "a -~ewun-
derground utility system. new water
system. new fire and police commun-
icantions svstem and few tree
planting "

Responsibilities and effcris by the
aldermer. came for special citation by
Mavor Patrick saving that "not (oo
many peopie realize hnow much work
goes ini representinz the clty’'s six
wards

He said a.dermen auended 30
counci, meetings pius 34 executive
meetings and 1% urhar renewal meet-
1Ngs during a vear s time, in addition
o “respons;biiity {nr the city budget,
fire and police protection, water,
sewage roads plowing and rec-
reaticr” progra™ .

Continued on Page 13
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