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 body! Are you sur- .
-prised to hear from _ 4
~_me again this week? j

~ - Well,last weekend, 1 §
.. wasgoingtowrite all §
- about graduation
- and baccalaureate,
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Dr. Jamaes C. ]
Dobson, Ph.D. |

Q. What enswer
do you have for
those who say being . i
a mother and a Y i
housewife is boring ]
and monotonous? "Ii:i-

A. They arc " —
right ~ but we should recognize that every
other occupation is boring. too. How ex-
csting s the work of a telephone operator
who plugs and unplugs switchboard con-
nections all day long? Or a medical patholo-
gist who examines microscopic slides and
bacterial cultures from morning to night?
Or a dentist who spends his or her lifetime
drilling and filling? Or an attorney who
reads dusty books in secluded libraries? Or
an author who writes page after page?

Few of us enjoy heart-thumping excite-

ment each moment of our professional -

lives. On a trip to Washington. D.C.. my
hotel was located next to the room of a fa-
mous cellist who was in the city to give a

classical concert that evening. I could hear

him through the walls as he practiced hour
after hour.
- He did not play beautiful symphonic

renditions; he repeated scales and runs and
exercises over and over and over. The prac-
tice began early in the morning (beheve
me!) and continued until the time of his
concert. As he strolled on the stage that
evening, I'm sure many individuals in the
audience thought to themselves, “What a
glamorous life.” Some glamour.

| happen to know that he spent the en-
tire day in his lonely room in lﬁgcompany
of his cello. Musical instruments, as you
know, are terriblie conversationalists.

No, I doubt if the job of a housewife
and mother is much more boring than most
other jobs, particularly if the woman refuses
to be isolated from aduit contact. But as
far as the importance of the assignment is
concerned. no job can compete with the
responsibility of shaping and molding a new
human being. | -

May 1 remind mothers of one more im-
portant consideration: you wilt not always
be saddled with the responsibility you now
hold. Your children wilt be with you for a
few brief years and the obligations you now
shoulder will be nothing more than dim
memories. - . . N

. Enjoy every moment of these days -

- even the difficuit times - and indulge your-

self in the satisfaction of having done an

-essential job right!
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‘thirty years ago, instead of th'is')-fﬂ.afl 5 gradu- | :

Sonyth .

-
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Hi again every-

and have that be my
last column. But it turned out that { was so

: busy with my graduation party Saturday,
~ and then I was so tired from that, 1 slept

until about noon Sunday, and, well, there
sometimes just isn’t enough time to do ev-

~ erything! So anyhow, here's what (basically)
- happened at graduation and baccalaureate.

Baccalaureate service was held Friday,

June 21 at 7 p.m. at the First United Meth-

odist Church across the street from the Jun-
ior high. It was a very moving and emo-
tiona! service, performed by Pastor Mark

Kimpland of the church, and Pastor -

Cramer, who is the father of Heather

‘Cramer, one of the girls in our graduating

class. Afterward, there was a very nice re-

~ ception provided in the church parish hall
~ with a beautiful (and yummy!) cake deco-
‘rated in our school colors, and punch. |

Also Friday. graduation practice was

~held at 11 a.m. in the high school audito--
_ rium, but it could not have prepared us for -
'what was to happen at the real ceremony

the next day — actually, it was more than a
bit comical. For about the first half of the

| ceremony, we had no sound system, so the

akers had to yell in order to make them-
selves heard. Finally, Mr. Preske and Mr.
Peacock. the custodian, along with some
help from some junior class members on
hand for the occasion. were abie to get the
loudspeakers working. Mr. Peacock went

up onto the stage and set a microphone in -

front of Ms. Kinsella, which startleg.l hpr
right in the middie of her speech, butit still

. wasn't working. So Mr. Peacock and Mr.
Preske did some more work behind the
~ stage while Ms. Kinsella continued speak-

ing, and then, while she was having to con-
tinue to yell to make herseif heard to the
entire crowd packing the community ¢en-
ter. the microphone suddenly came on with-
out warning, and Ms. Kinsella's voice
boomed through the building. accompa-
nied by an ear-splitting screech from the
microphone! .

Next on the list of graduation bioopers
was Mr. Egan's congratulatory speech to
the class of 1996 — but he kept saying the
class of 1966!

(1 think it might have been the year-
book theme that did that — it was the edi-

" tion commemorating 30 years of our school

being in operation from 1966 to 1996.) But

it was still funny - almost the entire audi-
~ ence and the graduates were laughing, but

poor Mr. Eagan didn't have a clue that he

had just addressed the gradualting class of

- ate of

~ating class! . o
- 'Finally, one of the most unusual gradu- -

ation ceremonies in years came (o an end,

- and the lawn in back of the community cen-
~ ter was a mob scene. One thing is for sure
‘—it certainly was memorable! Then every-
- body took off for graduation parties and
~we were officially high school graduates.
- Well, since school is now over,and I will
" beleaving for St. Lawrence University Aug.

26. this is my last column. That means that

The Valley News will be needing someone
.new at GRB to write this column next

school year. If you're interested, you can

- give The Valley News a call at 598-6397 and -
~ tell them you're interested in the position -
- for next year, or stop in the office on the -
corner of Second and Oneida Streets week-
- .days8 a.m.to4pm. .~
Finally. 1 just want to say thank youto .

everybody who has told me over the past

months how much they've enjoyed my col-

umn, and those whom I have never met,
but 1 know you are out there in Fulton

somewhere. The knowledge that you all |
-were out there supporting me and loving
my work every week kept me.going at this
_job through some pretty rough and frustrat- -

ing times. There were times when the pres-
sure of trying to get enough informatiori for

. acolumn and write it every week while stifl

trying to get homework, studying. and a
million and one other things done, plus

have some time for fun proved very hard

and frustrating. :

I was tempted to give up the job, but |
- didnt because I felt that you were count-
ingon me to bring you GRB’s news (with a
“side of humor) every week.
"~ By now, when 1 sit down to write this

column, I feel almost as if I'm not writing a

column to be published in the town news-

paper, but a letter to friends. Again, 1 thank
you all so much for reading every week, and
for being so supportive of me, and I never

thought I'd say this, but I'm actually going =

to miss writing to you every week. But you

havent heard the lastof me-notbyalong

shot! I'l be back! So long for now!
Editor's note: We at The Valley News

congratulate Sonyth on her graduation and |

wish her the best of luck at college. As she

mentioned in her column, students interested

in writing Bodley Bulletins next year are
asked to call or stop by the newspaper of-

fice.

Colling named -

to president’s list |
Karen Colling, daughter of Burton and

Constance Colling of Mexico, has been

named to the 1996 Spring semester's

president’s list at Oswego State. |
As a sophomore, she achieved a 3.8

grade ﬁint average. Karen is a 1994 gradu- -
exico High School and is majoring

in both education and Spanish.

Dr. Dobson Answers Your Questions

Q. Some parents feel guilty about de-
manding respect from their children be-
cause it could be an underhanded way of
making themselves feel powerful and im-
portant. What do you think?

A.ldisagree. Itis important that a child
respect his parents because that relation-
ship provides the basis for his attitude to-
ward other peopie.

His view of parental authornity becomes
the cornerstone for his latter outiook on
school authority, police and the law, the
peopie with whom he will eventually live
and work, and for society in general.

Another equally important reason for

- maintaining parental respect is that if you
. want your child to accept your values when

he reaches his teen years. then you must
be worthy of his respect during his younger
years.

When a child can successfully defy his
parents during his first 15 years, laughing
in their faces and stubbornly flaunting their
authority, he develops a natural contempt
for them. : |

“Stupid old Mom and Dad! I've got

them wound around my little finger. Sure,

‘they love me, but I really think they're

~afraid of me.” - o
A child may not utter these words. but

¥ ALL 13° TIRES

' P ¥
. g ;
’ P 4
— i

LI\
-

_ - ,.'..
BEXR - -

-r‘ﬁ___- tf
‘_-'.;_Fx_.,{ :

x

nice n eary

GROCERY SHOPH,

- 40,000 Mile White Wall Ali-Season Radial, Made By Cooper -

nice n easy
% GROCERY SHOPPE

Route 104E, Oswego » 343-7556 W
~ Route 481, Fulton « 598 &
- - @ _ 1G4 .

nice n eany

Bread or Rolls
on\y 69¢ only Ao’

ullon & Onwege Mece N Easy Gracory Sungers Oy - Wity Canapinn Oovy + Cosptns Enanrwt 23198 - Oweg Comipets e Cuptamar P Viget
. L 1T F 71T 1. T &Y Y iT'yoIN N Y rE X rr i r Yy Iy

i E“'é‘faﬁ' R S TR IR e e T A R .

he fecls them each time he outsmarts his
adult companions and wins the confronta-
tions and battles. Later, he is likely todem-
onstrate his disrespect in a more open man-
ner. His parents are not deserving of his
respect, and he does not want to identify
with anything they represent. He rejects
every vestige of their philosophy.

Parents must first sell themselves. If
they are not worthy of respect, then nei-
ther is their country, their morals, their gov-
ernments, their rehgion or any of their val-
ues. This becomes the “generation gap” at
its most basic level. |

These questions and answers are ex-
cerpted from the book Dr. Dobson Answers
Your Questions. Dr. James Dobson is a psy-

chologist, author and president of Facus on

the Family, a nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to the preservation of the home. Cor-
respondence to Dr. Dobson should be ad-
dressed to: Focus on the Family, PO. Box
444, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80903. (c),
1982, Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.

Dr. Dobson’s column in The Valley
News is sponsored in part by The Gospel
Book Center, Canalview Center, Fulton,
which has a Focus on the Family Resource
Center featuring materials highlighted on the
Facus on the Family radio program, heard
locally at 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on

WMHR-FM, 102.9.
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