
THE KINGSTON DAILY FREEMAN. KINGSTON. N. Y„ WEDNESDAY EVENING, AUGUST 9, 1961 SEVEN 

Old Timer's Civil War Notes 
By C. A. WINCHBLL, Shokan, N. Y. 

Few regiments bore a more 
conspicuous* part in the Civil 
War, and very few suffered heav­
ier losses than the 120th New 
York Volunteers, whose original 
roster of some 900 men was prin­
cipally composed of Ulster Coun­
ty men suupplemented by three 
companies recruited in Greene 
County. That such a splendid rec­
ord of this grand old infantry 
regiment's personnel and valor­
ous deeds has been preserved for 
posterity, is due to the time and 
effort expended by a few inter­
ested men who set down, at one 
time or another, the findings of 
memory and research pertinent 
to the subject. The History of the 
Regiment, written by the Rev. 
Cornelius Van Santvoord, D.D., 
of Kingston, is as inspiring a 
tale of self-sacrifice as can be 
found anywhere among histories 
of the unil£ which fought for the 
preservation of the Union. 

General George H. Sharpe, 
Kingston resident who organized 
the 120th and was its first com­
mander, of course supplied a 
large part of Dr. Van Sant-
voord's material, and other vet­
erans who furnished much valu­
able information included: Col. 
C. D. Westbrook, MacDonald Van 
Wagoner, Egbert Lewis, Maj. 
James H. Everett, Wilbur L. 
Hale and Edward B. Dumond. 
Veteran Lewis had kept a full 
and' complete diary through 
nearly all the time the regiment 
was in active service. This last 
was indeed a remarkable feat, 
considering the large number of 
battles, engagements and skir­
mishes In which these 900 orig­
inal members, and their subse­
quent more than 600 replace­
ments due to casualties, were 
participants. 

Comrade Dumond during the 
1880's wrote a number of Inter­
esting stories to The Freeman 
in which he depicted the Yankee 
soldier's activities in camp, on 
the march and in the thick of 
furious fighting, and it is from 
such intimate glimpses of the 
war scene that we of another 
century are able to glean numer­
ous details of the great conflict 
which today would probably 
rnme under the head of "human 
interest stories." Your Old 
Timer some years ago was given 
a yellowed copy of The Freeman, 
circa 1886,, and this paper, con­
taining sidelights on our Ulster 
County boys' movements im­
mediately following Gettysburg, 
comes in mighty handy in com­
piling a Centennial series on our 
part in the war effort. The 
120th had suffered heart-rending 
losses during the hectic Gettys­
burg Three Days and now the 
regiment, or what was left of it, 
was on lis way back to Virginia. 
Veteran Dumond's 'travelogue' 
takes up more than a column of 
the old! hand-set, close spaced 
small type of 75 years ago; to 
quote it -in full would require, 
say, three of today's columns, so 
I will att«npt only part of it, 
skipping a little, here and there 
but making like he's quoting the 
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old soldier pretty much ver­
batim. 

After the Battle of Gettys­
burg, the Cpnfererate Army re-
crossed the Potomac and were 
soon followed by the Union 
forces. We crossed on a pontoon 
bridge at Harper's Ferry, passed 
near the engine house made fa­
mous by John Brown, and halt­
ed on the heights south of the 
river. We rested a while and 
then marched south, keeping to 
the east of the Blue Ridge. Gen­
eral Lee was hard pressed. It 
was necessary to keep the gaps 
in the mountains well guarded 
to keep him from breaking 
through. At Manasses Gap such 
an attempt was expected and 
our brigade of six regiments was 
sent to prevent it. Our column 
marched up the road, through a 
narrow defile until we reached 
an open section well up the 
mountain. At this point five 
regiments formed in line of bat­
tle behind a stone wall on one 
side of the road. 

Our regiment was sent south, 
across the fields, deployed as a 
line of skirmishers, and ad­
vanced a mile or two in the di­
rection from which the enemy 
was expected. As we passed the 
other regiments, to take up what 
was supposed to be the most 
dangerous position, many taun­
ting remarks were made to us 
by the Veterans—for the first 
year or so we were not allowed 
to forget that a lot of us were 
only recruits. No Rebels ap­
peared so we established a 
picket line and made ourselves 
comfortable. By and by a flock 
of sheep came along and we be­
gan to fill our haversacks with 
mutton. The officer of the day 
that night reported the enemy 
had appeared from another di­
rection, and that the seasoned 
troops who had laughed at us, 
supposing we were to bear the 
brunt of the fighting, had them­
selves been sent against them. 
There was a sharp skirmish, re­
sulting in several wounded, be­
fore they drove the Southeners 
down into the Shenandoah Val­
ley. 

The owner of the flock of 
sheep appeared at headquarters 
and complained of his loss. As 
he seemed really needy, a small 
purse was made up for him. Our 
march south was in many re­
spects, pleasant. There was a 
subdued feeling in the regiment 
because of the recent loss of 
so many our our comrades, 
yet we did net feel or realize 
it as we would have done 
at home. The infantry always 
marched in the fields, leaving the 
roads for the artillery and 
the wagons. One day we came to 
a field almost entirely covered 
with blackberries, ripe and de­
licious, so of course the men fell 
out of ranks to pick and eat the 
berries. Some of the officers con­
sidered this a serious breach of 
discipline and tried to stop it. 
but without avail. Finally, a 
formal halt was ordered and we 
all enjoyed a full ration of 
blackberries. We reached the 
Rappahanock, again, about the 
first of August. 

Yes, just about a month since 
that grueling march to Gettys­
burg and the inferno that was 
The Three Days. It was good 
that our boys had the pleasant 
interlude. And that berry diet 
was good for them, too; army 
doctors opined that countless 
lives were saved by the preven­
tative and remedial properties of 
the humble blackberry, during 
the season when the Old Do­
minion States was one big patch 
of them.—CAW. 

By ISadine Seluer 

"Let's check their panic potential! When I count three, 
let's holler 'sharks!' real loud!" 

Leader of Civil 
Service Opposes 
Personnel Plan 

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP)—The New-
burgh city manager's plan to use 
"thought control" on. welfare 
workers will produce "no-thank 
public employe robots," the presi­
dent of the State Civil Service Em­
ployes Association charged today. 

President Joseph F. Fei'ly said 
thought control was "alien and 
smacks of an ideology with which 
the American people always have 
been at odds." 

Feily did not identify the 
ideology but his statement implied 
he meant communism. 

Feily attacked the recents state­
ments of City Manager Joseph 
McD. Mitchell that he was intro­
ducing into Newburgh's welfare 
department a trend away from 
degree-holding caseworkers and 
also would use thought control in 
orienting new personnel. 

Mitchell, who has drawn nation­
al attention to the city for its 
challenge to existing state and fed­
eral welfare programs, said he 
wanted welfare personnel to em­
phasize the individual's duty to so­
ciety, rather than society's duty 
to the individual. 

Newburgh has inaugurated a 
stringent, 13^point program of re­
strictions on welfare payments. 
The state is challenging 12 of the 
13 points in court. 

As to the trend away from de­
gree-holding caseworkers, Feily 
said that Newburgh's staff prob­

lems would not be resolved by 
lowering professional standards. 
Such* a move, he said, would de­
grade rather than upgrade wel­
fare workers. 

On thought control, Feily said: 
"We do not quarrel with an ad­

ministration setting a policy for 
its employes to follow, but we do 
quarrel with the use of techniques 
which do violence to the integrity 
of the individual." 

Important part of Cleveland's 
Western Reserve University in 
1876 was the sport of "bean-
bags." ' 

ALL ALUMINUM 
PICNIC COOLERS 

Since 1905, Lancaster, Ohio, 
has. been the site of the world's 
largest manufacturer of glass 
tableware. 
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We have a complete fine of masonry supplies 

. . . . can advise the home owner who wants 

to do the job himself. 
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"Ctnter of Uptown Bmtim*$i Dittrici" 
Tmk9 yoor ptircliM* with y el w*T1 e>ftrer I t ! 

$15.00 

BINNEWATER 
LAKE ICE COMPANY 

25 8. PINE ST. Ph. FE 1-0237 

1 Shop Wards 
new Catalog 

1. Start reading Wards Catalog, finding every­
thing you need in that big variety of guaran­
teed fine items, in this one handy "store"... 

2. Then start 'rifing out the list of things you want, 
for easy ordering by phone or in person. 

3. 'Rithmetic? That's easy, too! It doesn't take a 
mathematical genius to see how your savings 
add up, with Wards low, low Catalog prices 1 

So get set for better shopping on back-to-school 
needs... Do your "three R's" with Wards Catalog I 

VITAMINS. Daily Tob» multiple vitamin*. 
x t Taka on* daily. Bottla of 250 tablet!.. 2 . $ f 

DICTIONARY. Webster's N«w Colhgiatm 
Dictionary, for high school, college...# f Q Q 

TYPEWRITER. Our new Royal "Forward I* 
portable with big machine efficiency 3 7 . 7 7 
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Kin jut on. V Y. 

Open M.n. and f r l . Til • p. ni. 
T«l. FK 1-7300 

FBKE P u k i n g — 
1200 Cart Dally 
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Wards 
makes 

a point 
of petites 

FASHION GIANTS SCALED TO 

Y O U N G JUNIOR SIZES AND BUDGETS 
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(a) Coat dress in woven cotton multicolor plaid. 

Natural straw belt. Sizes 5 to 13. 10.98 

(b) Rayon-acetate boucle sheath and cardigan 

jacket. Copper, winter moss, oak leaf. 5-11. 12.98 

' v :y . 

*• A i ^ ' 

(c) Drop shoulder style in Arnel* triacetate-

cotton plaid. Blue/black or olive/black. 

Sizes 5 to 13. 8,98 

(d) Jumper Uwath and jacket In 

cotton corduroy. Jacket has 

oright striped lining. 

Cold, blue, Magenta. 

Sizes 5-11. 8.98 

'e) Bow-trimmed woven 

plaid cotton. Red or 

blue. Sizes 5-13. 5.98 
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SATISFACTION OUARANTliD or your money back! I I NO MONIY DOWN when you buy on credit at Wbrds 
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Thomas M. Tryniski 
309 South 4th Street 
Fulton New York 
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