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their differing- tastes. Some like to live 
downtown, and architecture, transporta­
tion and commerce are catering expertly 
to their preferences. A far greater num­
ber still prefer to live beyond the city 
limits. The same factors, moreover, 
which have produced the "indoor city" 
are making it easy to live somewhere 
else than in the luxurious rabbit warrens 
at the city's center. 

i 

THEY TOOK FLIGHT 
THEN, TOO 

This is not the first time in the history 
of Tammany that important witnesses 
have been missing. The same thing hap­
pened when Tweed's activities fell under 
legal scrutiny, as is shown by the fol­
lowing extract from a' book entitled 
"Lights and Shadows of New Yerk 
Life," published in 1873: 

In order to carry on his immense 
operations, Tweed has had to avail 
himself from time to time of the as­
sistance of his partners. He has al­
ways found them willing accomplices. 
These were J. H. Ingersoll, Andrew J. 
Garvey, and E. A. Woodward, all of 
whom have sought safety in flight. 

J. H. Ingersoll is the son of a chair-
dealer in the Bowery, and was Tweed's 
principal tool in defrauding the citi­
zens. He in his turn "operated" 

»: through sub-firms, and was paid in 
1869 and 1870 the- enormous sum of 
$5,691,144.26 for furniture and repairs 
to the new Court House and the militia 
armories of the city. Much of this 
work was never done.. For the work 
actually done only the legitimate price 
was paid; the rest of the enormous 
sum was divided between Tweed and 
Ingersoll. 

Andrew J. Garvey is a plasterer by 
trade, and had a shop in the Third 
avenue. . . . During the years 
1869 and 1870 he was paid $2,905,-
464.06 for repairing, plastering, paint­
ing and decorating the militia a r ­
mories and the new Court-House. But 
a small part of this sum represents 
work honestly done. The rest is stolen 

, money, of which Tweed, received his 
share. At the very first discovery of 
the frauds, Garvey fled from the city, 
and it is believed sailed for Europe to 
escape the punishment he dreaded. 

E. A. Woodward was a deputy clerk 
to the Board of Supervisors, and as 
such received a moderate salary. As 
fauLs is known, he had no other means 
of acquiring money. He was at the 
beginning of the iavestigations the 
owner of a magnificent estate near 
Norwalk, Connecticut, a partner in the 
firm of Vanderhoef & Beatty, to the / 
extent of $75,000; and the owner of 
property variously estimated at $500,-
000 to $1,000,000. 

Woodward did not wait for the accu­
mulation of evidence against him. He 
followed the example of Ingersoll and 
Garvey, and took flight, and at present 
his whereabouts is unknown. 

OUR BENIGNANT STUPIDIY 
IN NEGOTIATION 

What a benign idiot this country tan 
make of itself in international negotia­
tion! 

As a national policy we want world 
disarmament or reduction of armament. 
The issue is to come to a head at a great 
conference of the Powers at Geneva next 
month. Here will gather the ablest of 
the world's negotiators and diplomats. 

Our delegation should be made of our 
very best diplomatic material. It should 
be chosen with the view of presenting 
to Europe a compact, homogeneous, co­
operative body of famed negotiators. 
The choice has not been made on this 
basis at all. Our delegate has been 
named to represent the Senate, one to 
represent women, a third to represent 
the Democrats, whereas oil should be 
chosen simply and solely to represent 
the United States—and in the most 

with consequences affecting the entire 
world or it will see a strengthening of 
the forces making for international sta­
bility and order which will justify a re­
newal of confidence in the world's essen­
tial sanity. We have reached a point at 
which temporizing is no longer possible. 
A new agreement on reparations must 
be reached, some definite progress made 
toward disarmament, or else statesman­
ship must admit bankruptcy and the new 
diplomacy must be given up. If every 
year holds a challenge for the peace 
movement, that of 1932 is the most seri­
ous it has faced in the post-war period. 

WALTER T. ARNDT 

One of New York's most useful citizens 
is lost in the death of Walter Tallmadge 
Arndt. With the background of a wide 
and exact knowledge of public affairs 
gained in his years of distinguished serv­
ice as Albany correspondent of the EVE­
NING POST, he fought valiantly in one 
position after another for higher stand­
ards in politics and government. If his 
most notable activities were those in con­
nection with his duties as secretary of 
the Citizens Union, he also played an 
important part in the Constitutional 
Convention o f 1915 and in the historic 
work of the State Reorganization Com­
mission, of which he was secretary. At 
the time of his death he was secretary 

\pf the Committee of One Thousand. In 

The Daily Mirror 
of Washington 

By Clinton W Gilbert 

Washington Sinecurists Glum 
as 10 Per Cent Salary Cut 

Impends 

effective way possible. » 
•ar v IJ if v J «• *" these places he displayed a practical We should have had a compact, non- 7 ... r. 

political, non-sentimental, well-trained 
delegation consisting of former _ Am­
bassador Henry P. Fletcher, Hugh Gib­
son, now our Ambassador to Belgium, 
and Hugh R. Wilson, our present Minis­
ter to Switzerland. To adopt the old 
political, haphazard method of choice 
was childish, absurd and futile. » 

And now, having mischosen our dele­
gation, we proceed to misplay its game. 
We allow it to .become known a t Wash­
ington that our experts have advised 
Secretary of State Stimson that the 
United States might find it advisable to 
abandon its stand against "a budgetary 
limitation of armament." 

Limitation by budget, of course, means 
limiting the amount of money to be spent 
on armies and navies instead of limiting 
the number of soldiers or the number or 
size of ships. This country has* con­
sistently opposed it, because we pay so 
much more for our munitions (with their 
higher labor costs) for other military 
and naval commodities and above all for 
our personnel. We pay our private 
soldiers, for instance, so much more F e r 

day than does Europe that, for the same 
"budgetary" cost, Europe could have 
an army many times as large as we. 

Having established this principle as 
self-evidently to. our advantage, we 
ought to stick to it. Or if we give it 
up o*r modify it, we ought to get a quid 
pro quo. We ought not to do it for noth­
ing. Above all, when we go to Geneva 
to bargain, we ought not to give away 
our whole case in advance. If Europe 
learns, ahead of time from Washington, 
that our heterogeneous delegation is be­
ing instructed to give in on the vital 
issue, what won't Europe do to that 
delegation? 

America used to be famous for its 
shrewd and supposedly typical "Yankee, 
trading." We wish that our foreign 
affairs were in the hands of a Root or a 
Hay who would put that supposedly, na­
tional characteristic—into our negotia-

ideality which left its impress not only 
upon legislation but also upon the frame­
work of government and was a dynamic 
force in enlightening public opinion. 

CITIES WITHIN CITIES 

Three students of Harvard University 
have replartedjthe results of an intensive 
and extensive survey of the architectural 
trend in the* American city. They think 
they have discovered a tendency toward 
the self-contained "city within a city" 
which may fundamentally affect the 
future of metropolitan living. 

In New York, Chicago, Cleveland and 
elsewhere there are already great build­
ings and groups of buildings which sup­
ply their inhabitants with all they need 
for comfort and convenience^ for work 
and play, for good living and easy ac­
cess to all the complex activities of 
civilization. Stores and offices are to be 
found beneath the same roof with apart­
ments and hotel rooms, and under them 
• r e direct connections with fast trans­
portation. 

This arrangement has been made pos­
sible principally by the development of 
skyscraper construction and by all the 
•discoveries which permit fuel, light, 
power and water to be delivered through 
pipes and wires wherever they are 
needed. One electric cable carries I'.ght 
to a thousand rooms, another supplies 
them all with telephone communications, 

—«- third carries the power to operate the 
machinery of modern living. Far away 
from the centers of the cities are the 
power plants, the reservoirs, the mines 
and factories which make it possible to 
build and maintain an "indoor city." 

But another tendency seems to.oppose 
this concentration and has been credited 
jwith the ability to "decentralize" the 
cities. High-speed transportation makes 
St possible for those to live far away 

. from their work who prefer to do so. 
Pipes, Wires and rails provide the sub­
urbs and more distant places with nearly 
every convenience available in midcity. 
(There are added advantages in better 
lair, greater quiet and more space and 
privacy for agreeable living. 

These students of Harvard seem to 
nave allowed a little too much impor­
tance to a few architectural experi­
ments, impressive in their scale and in 
the rather luxurious living which they 
represent. An argument on the other 
side is the great suburban area which 
surrounds every city and steadily ex­
tends farther afield. Another is the 
purely residential community which may 
He thirty miles from the town where 
Ms leading citizens are engaged in busi-

tions with other nations. 

THE FIGHT FOR PEACE 

Looking back over t h e past year, one 
sees so many" events crowded into the 
short span of twelve months that in the 
history of international relations we . 
might expect 1931 to stand apart from 
all other years. Perhaps it will. Yet 
the new year holds out the prospect of 
even greater changes in ,the fabric' of 
world organization. 

In the failure of the League of Na­
tions to restrain Japan from carrying 
out its aggressive policy»in Manchuria, 
in the semi-political „ nature of the 
World Court's decision on the Austro-
German customs accord, in—the dispute 
over, reparations which has clearly 
shown how false were our hopes that 
the Young Plan meant "the final liquida­
tion of the war" and in the failure of 
the European Powers to agree on any 
concrete program for the coming dis­
armament conference, the record of 1931 
is one of disappointment and disillusion. 
It is only too clear that, unless these 
problems are attacked during 1932 in a 
new spirit of cooperation and thereby 
satisfactorily sormL^wlj shall have to 

NOT A BAD START 

The Seventy-second Congress thus far 
has not lived up to the forebodings 
voiced by the prophets prior to its as­
sembling. 

Speaker "Garner glows with satisfac­
tion over the start which the House has 
made. He is pleased with its speedy or­
ganization by his party and the amend­
ing of its rules. He cites as its credit­
able performances the passage of the 
foreign-debt moratorium resolution and 
bills giving $200,000,000 to the Veterans 
Bureaur*$T20,000 for the Department of 
Labor's unemployment service and $100.-
000,000 for the Federal Land Banks. He 
promises, also, that the House will lose 
no time in getting down to business 
again after the recess. 

Observers have detected in hi3 state­
ment an inference that if the Senate, 
which the Republicans again organized, 
had done as well there would be no 
ground for complaint. But if Mr. Gar­
ner's mind has been read correctly, ho 
needs to be reminded that the Repub­
licans, while theoretically in control of 
the Senate, are actually, as in other 
sessions, at the mercy of the Insurgents 
and their Democratic allies. 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 1. 
r p H E national capital is greatly agi-
*• tated over reports that all Gov­

ernment salaries above $1,800 or 
$2,000 a year are to be cut 10 per cent 
in the present session of Congress. 
Some tipster spread this report among 
the Government employees here just 
before Congress assembled early in 
December. And now Representative 
Joseph W. Byrns of Tennessee, chair­
man of the House Appropriations 
Committee, is quoted as saying that 
Speaker John N. Garner favors a cut 
in Congressional salaries of 10 per 
cent. So Congressmen and Senators are 
being bombarded with memorials, let­
ters and telegrams protesting against 
the reduction in pay. 

-

1 -'*" 

A CenturyAgoToday 

in the Evening Post 

Lontlim Humorist 
Butler (lo new t o o k ) : "Mind you, I'm not saying anything about your cooking 

but ihere't been • terrible run on cheese and bitcuiu in the dining-room tonight'!" 

The newspapers here are taking up 
the cudgels against the cut, a large 
proportion of their readers being Fed­
eral employees. And the local mer­
chants' and real estate dealers of 
Washington are disturbed by the 
threat of less spending money in the 
city. Up to the present, Washington 
has felt the depression less probably 
than any other city'in the country, its 
chief industry being governing the 
United States, which goes right on, 
panic or no panic. 

It seems to be generally understood 
that the wage cut will begin with 
slicing the pay of Representatives and 
Senators to $9,000 from $10,000. It is 
rather generally conceded that the 
members of the two houses must make 
the patriotic sacrifice. That is where 
the pay-cutting must begin. But 
Chairman Byrns of the Appropria­
tions Committee, who would naturally 
assume responsibility for the opera­
tion, does not want to do it._.The cut 
will probably be proposed when the 
legislative appropriation bill comes up 
in March. If the Appropriations 
Committee does not make it in report­
ing the legislative bill then some one 
will propose it from the floor in the 
shape of an amendment to the bill. 
Opce the amendment is offered it is be­
lieved that no member of either house 
will vote against it. And once Con­
gress has cut its own salaries, it is ex­
pected to apply the knife to the whole 
Federal pay roll. 

=*5 

Letters From 
Post Readers 

. • - •• j • ••• 

"Dishonor" in Retroactive 
Repeal of Capital Cains 
Tax Appeals to Many . . 

"DISHONOR'1 

To f ie Editor of the Evening Post: 
81r—Will you be good enough -to extend 

my warmest congratulations to the author 
of today's editorial under the title of "Dis­
honor"? It struck me as being particularly 
fair and Just. 

I hope Congress will not make the mis­
take of playing fast and loose with moral 
standards of honesty, especially in these 
trying times. 

W. M. 
New York, "Dec. 29, 1931. 

the amount which their elders spent e\ery 
fear tor armaments? 

W. G. 
New York, Dec. 30. 1831. 

GOOD USAGE AND THAT "T" IN 
"OFTEN" : 

JANUARY 2, 1832 
WE ABB shocked to ssy t h a t a report has 

reached us • from Montreal, which, upon 
enquiry, we believe to be too true that 

' Dr. Hall, of Ct. John's, has been frozen to 
death In his carlole, whilst returning 
from a night visit to a country patient. 
We are well aware of the zeal with which 
at all hours and In all weathers he a t - ' 
tended the summons of the sick. He lost 
the road and It would seem that be In­
tended to sleep In the carlole till the 
morning should enable him to regain the 
track, as the reins were drawn tight arid 
twisted round his leg. When discovered, 
he. was lying in the carlole on his back, a 
corpse, and the poor horse was nearly 
frozen to death. 

THE BED ROVEB—The Monmouth, K. J„ 
Luquirer says that "an armed vessel car­
rying 36 guns is anchored off Squam river, 
taking in provisions and landing some of 
her crew. She Is said to be full of armed 
men who pay double prices for beef and 
produce, though within a few hours sail 
of New York. They show plenty of new 

, Mexican dollies. Whether the vessel be 
privateer, pirate or public armed vessel Is 
unknown, as she shows neither name or 
colors, or gives any account of herself." 

» « 

A VALUABLE farm for sale—Situate on 
Long Island, 10 miles from New York eV 
1 mile from Flushing, containing 125 
acres, 97 of which are arable land. There 
is a stage passing, morning and evening, 
to and from New York. 

"FUNDAMENTAL DISHONESTY'' 

To the Editor of the Evening Post: 
Sir—At first, I thought you were over- j 

stating it when you sought to reduce to [ 
terms of "Dishonor" a retroactive repeal of j 
the capital losses tax. Then I came .o see J 
that you bad hit upon the very pilh and I 

To the Editor of the Evening Post:<^ 
Sir—Iu the POST of December 22 the Edi­

tor's heading over a letter from a contribu­
tor indicates a distinct liking for the sound 
of the letter "t" in the word "often" as 
pronounced by Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler. 
You ma.y, therefore, be interested In the 
following quotat'on from "A Desk-Book of 
25,000 Words Frequently Mispronounced," 
by Vizetelly (published In 1917), page 635: 

The professor who, in bis address on : 
the correct pronunciation of English, 
said he preferred of'n to of-teu is on £he 
winning side. No "pronouncing diction­
ary" with a reputation to lose ever 
sounds t b e t i n the middle of such words 
as Christmas, mistletoe, ostler, often, or 
chestnut—The Daily Chronicle, London marrow of it. To sacrifice honor even to 

make a budget meet is, I agree with you, I q"Uo~ted"by The EVTOWo^oe7,"w«w~Ye»"h; 
ntal dishonestv. * . . . . . . I- Mav 8. 1915. • " •> -fundamental dishonesty. 

ALBERT T. FLICK. 
New York, Dec. 29, 1P31.. 

the words "TUB EVENING 

'LET THE GOVERNMENT KEEP 
FAITH!" 

MAIBONi BRIGGS, who is now in the Mas­
sachusetts State Prison with two of his 
sons, is said to have had seven sons In 
that institution. 

NEW BOOKS—J. & J. Harper have Im­
pressed for the trade: "Eugene Aram," a 
novel by E. L. Bulwer, Esq., author of 
"Pelham." In 2 vols. 

Jests From Overseas 

There appears to be a double trend 
•affecting the growth of the modern city. 
f t stands for two types of people and 

admit that the new world order sup­
posedly born of the experiences of the 
war has collapsed. 

This would appear to be the basic 
iscue in the international relations of 
the world. Can the principles sym­
bolized by the League of Nationey the 
World Court, the Kellogg -treaty, be 
made workable or are they to be dis­
carded in a return to the pre-war nation­
alism which frankly relied upon treaties 
of offense and defense and upon national 
armaments? Certainly arbitration, ne­
gotiation and conciliation as opposed to 
an ultimate appeal to.force are today on 
trial in a larger degree than they have 
been at any other time in the past 
decade. We still cling to the ideals of 
peace, the League has not abdicated, 
reparations are still subject to negotia­
tion, the disarmament conference has 
not been abandoned, but there have been 
many observers of the European scene 
who have declared that beneath this 
facade of international cooperation the 
old forces of militarism are at work and 
who have questioned whether Europe 
can really keep the peace. * 

It i i not probable that the final an­
swer to this question will be given in 
1932. Indeed, there can be no final an­
swer for « long time to come. -But with. 
out doubt the coming year will see either 
a critical setback to the cause of peace 

TRAINING FOR UNEMPLOYED 

By adding to the regulations govern­
ing part time and continuation schools 
the sentence, "Adults may be admitted 
to such classes," the State Board of Re­
gents has made it possible for unem­
ployed men and women to receive train­
ing. The value placed upon such train­
ing Is indicated by the fact that the 
Emergency Work Bureau has granted 
an apprentice wage to fifty needy indus­
trial women, the wage to continue while 
they are attending continuation school. 
Another step which would be of perma­
nent benefit is the establishing of work­
shops in the three continuation schools 
which are especially well housed, located 
and equipped—the Brooklyn Boys, the 
East Side and the Harlem continuation 
schools. Moreover, facilities of continu­
ation schools ought to be available to 
adults in the evening. The Board of 
Education might well consider the pos­
sibility of using a fraction of the eve­
ning elementary school budget for tins 
purpose. 

MARCO POLO 
PE. M. Forster in the London Spectator) 
Marco Polo belonged to a Venetian family 

of merchants and diplomats. At the time 
of his birth, his father and uncle were away 
in the Far East, at the court of Kublal 
Khan, the Mongol emperor, who ruled over 
Mongolia, China, Burma and Thibet, and 
they did not return until Marco was nearly 
sixteen. They then set out on their second 
expedition, in which he joined, and which 
he has recorded. They travelled overland 
to Kublai Khan to give him some holy oil 
which had been sent by the Pope, they 
spent seventeen years in his service, and 
were employed by him on missions to v-rl-
ous parts of China and India,, and finally 
they took» f̂charge, of a prirrcess who was 
betrothed to a ruler in Persia. Beginning 
their homeward Journey, they travelled by 
sea, voyaged round the south of Asia via 
Sumatra and Ceylon, deposited the Princess, 
and reached Venice after an absence of 
twenty-five years. A war between Venice 
and Genoa then broke out, and Marco was 
captured, but the Genoese allowed him to 
send for his memoranda and notes and re­
leased him in 1298. His story made a great 
impression,, for it woke Europe up to the 
existence of the further East. People re­
alized tor the first time that, beyond the 
barrier of Islam there existed another 
power, neither Moslem nor Christian, and 
highly civilized. They read with excitement 
of enormous walled cities. 

Lady 

AT LEAST ONE TITLE 
(From Punch) 

we are told, Is' taking 
the unusual course of bringing out a book 
without- a title. It is, of course, quite 
enough that the authoress has one. 

* 

LONDON CLUBS 
(From the London Saturday Review) 

There can be no doubt but that Tnore 
than one London club is facing the turn 
of the year with alarm. Those clubs which 
have definite political, professional, or 
academic affiliations are all right, but the 
purely social ones are experiencing the 
greatest loss of membership. The tinte is 
rapidly approaching when very few men 
will be able to afford more, than one club 
subscription, and it is from the establish­
ments which have no definite basis that a 
man'resigns in these circumstances. 

* Wherever He Turns, a Bandit 
Bishop in St. Louis $tar 

To the Editor of the Evening Post: 
Sir—1 should like to express my apprecia­

tion of the views expressed in the EVENING 
POST of today in the editorial entitled "Dis­
honor?" It should* be read by all thinking 
persons and by every member of Congress. 

A tax upon capital gains has no^>la:e in 
an income tax. But until recently the Gov­
ernment was only too glad to collect such a 
tax. And now the Democrats in Congress 
propose that the very persons who patd this 
tax in more prosperous days shall be for­
bidden to deduct such capital losses as they 
may have sustained in 1931. 

By all means remove ~the capital gains 
and losses provision frome the income tax 
completely. It has never existed in England 
and does not belong here. But let the*t3ov-
ernment keep faith with the taxpayers by 
not making this provision retroactive. As 
you so rightly say: "To go back and change 
these conditions is virtually a repudiation 
of a bargain between Government and citi­
zens." 

. Jf this be a sample of Democratic leader-
shlp. we may well pause beforo rushing out-
to elect a Democratic President as the solu­
tion for all our ills. 

CHARLES RUSSELL. 
New York, Dec. 29, 1931. 

I underscore 
j POST." 

S. D 
I [Editor's Note: We are always glad to be 
| rebuked out of our own lips and thank our 
I correspondent both for his exactitude and • 
I h.i forbearance.' He has much on his side 
| and so did THE POST of 1915. For instance, 

Webster's International Dictionary says: 
; "The_ pronunciation of often, which is not 
I recognized in the dictionaries, is now fre-
l qu^nt in the south of England, and Is often 

used In singing." Nevertheless, the Editor 
(in the^year 1931) would plead that his 
own training in academy and university 
has always been for the pronunciation of 
they "t". Furthermore, upon communicat­
ing with Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, he 
received the characteristically vigorous 
reply: "Frankly, I have not heard the word 
'often* pronounce '. without sounding the 
't' by anyone, either in England or 
America, whom I regard as competent to 
speak correct, English. I have' pronounced 
the 't' all s«y life, and shall certainty con­
tinue to do so regardless of whatever usages 
may be preferred by others. The silent 't' 
in the four words mentioned in your letter 
Is silent by good usage, and the 'f In 'often' 
is not silent by the same token." Good 
usage Is always difficult to establish, but 
the usage of Dr. Butler Is quite "good" 
enougn tor the EVENING rosT of toaay.j 

"Above all," the doctor urged, "you must 
eat more fruit, and particularly the skin of 
fruit. The skin contains alj the virtues and 
vitamins. What, by the way, is your favor-
lti fruit?" 

The patient looked gloomy. "Coconuts,'* 
he said.—Chatham News: 

Vicar's W'fe: "I do hope," Mrs. Green, that 
my husband's sermon aid not greatly dis­
tress you? I saw you crying at the Harvest 
Festival Service." 

Parishoner: "It wasn't the sermon, I was 
sitting rather close to a large bunch at 
onions."—London Passing Show. 

"I have Just bought a lovely old chest." 
"Inlaid?" 
"No, in Manchester."—Lustige Kolner Zel> 

tung, Cologne. 

A doctor declares that ninety out of every 
.hundred persons carry germs. I am glad, to 
think that the other ten make th,e little 
beggars walk-^-London Tit-Bits. 

"I made a poem on Edith's little foot and 
recited it to her today." ,. i 

"What happened?" 
"The foot went to sleep."—Schweizer H-

lustrierte Zofingen. 

"Smith's sweetheart has a very darb 
past.1* 

"You don't say so?" 
"Yes, she used to be a brunette."—FU« 

gende Blaetter, Munich. 

CAPITAL LOSSES 

To the Editor*Bp the Evening Post: 
Sir—Apropos of the current-tax selling 

operations, why should wealthy people be 
allowed to take stock losses at the end of 
the year sufficient to wipe out their In­
come on paper and thus save themselves an 
income tax? If they have received an in­
come during the year of, say, (25,000 they 
should be forced to pay a tax on it and not 
be permitted to take fictitious losses to nul­
lify their Income. It throws the burden of 
tmpaylng on the small salaried people who 
haven't money enough to indulge in stock 

, market trickeries. If the/e is any answer*'to 
this letter, I should be grateful to receive it 
through your column. 

(MISS) L. M. FRANCIS. 
, New York, Dec. 30, 1931., 

| Editor's Note: We agree that there 
should not be a tax on capital gains or a 
deduction for capital losses. An income tax 
should be an Income tax and not a capita^ 
tax In any way. But when the Government, 
after collecting on capital gains and per­
mitting deductions for losses, tries to get 
out of the latter provision for a year that 
Is Just ending, it seems to us to be break­
ing faith with its own citizens. This is the 

WE DIDN'T KNOW THERE WAS. 
ANYBODY WHO THOUGHT 

LIKE THIS 

To the Editor of the Evening Post: 
Sir—Would suggest the following as slo­

gans for the Hoover Republicans for use 
during the 1932 Presidential campaign: 

"He "kept us out of foreign entangle­
ments;''' 

"Don*% change horses In mid-strearn.". 
There is not a man. in sight big enough 

to beat Hoover. 
The rout of the Democrats in November, 

1932, will be something dreadful to behold. 
PAUL MALL. 

Brooklyn, Dec. 29, 1931. 

BUT HERE'S A SANER REFLECTION 
OF THE SAME IDEA— 

d i s h o n o r In the D e m o c r a t i c proposal . I 

A STRONGLY AMERICAN LETTER 

To the Editor of the Evening Post: 
Sir—The first paragraph of your editorial 

entitled "Dishonor?" in last evening's paper 
brings home the necessity for plain integ­
rity urjbn which the business of the world 
Is based. 

It Is very encouraging to see that the' 
HVSNINO POST strongly opposes repudia­
tion lind cancellation of Government iebts, 
although some of your contemporaries 
seem to believe that such a solution must 
be accepted without question. Some of 
their editorial writers spread layer upon 
layer of propaganda with a smoothness 
which is evasive. One of the chief argu­
ments is that the great war must he ended 
In the same generation In which tt was 
born. It U also stated that the new young 
people have other hopes ana, other plans 
snd that they cannot be bothered with the 
inheritance of their fathers. In one ges­
ture they thus wipe away with a sweep­
ing finality the problem of war debts. Here 
is a paradox of the first magnitude—they 
evidently refer to the new young people 
of Europe. But what, may I aak, of the 
new young people of America? If the 
youth of Europe are excused from paying 
the debt, the youth of America will cer­
tainly be obliged to do so. So where Is 
tee solution? 

May I add that tbe annual debt pay­
ments which these new young people will 
have to pay art Insignificant In relatkm to 

To the Editor of the Evening Post: . 
Sir—One slight but significant sign this 

New Year of a change for the better is the 
public reaction to the savagery directed 
against President Hoover, which has added 
unnecessarily to the weight of the cross he 
has had to bear during the depression. 

The sportsmanlike temper of the Ameri­
can people has at last been aroused at 
the persistent, unreasonable attempts to 
make one man the scapegoat for a.condi­
tion that is worldwide. After all, there are 
a Cabinet and. a Congress presumably func­
tioning at Washington, with an Opposition 
powerful enough to accept responsibility 

'as well as the right to criticize and con­
demn. 

Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald of 
England was even more unfortunate than 
the American President, during his ad­
ministration as head of the Labor Govern­
ment. The depression across the water was 
manifest long before our own. Elected to 
office expressly to. reduce unemployment If 
not to restore prosperity, conditions on the 
contrary became worse .and worse, so that 
his Administration became discredited and 
his party forced out of office. 

But the British electorate declined to 
"punish" Mr. MacDonald for circumstances 
beyond his control, and he still is Prime 
Minister at the head of the Nationalist 
Government, the personnel of which Is 
mainly Conservative. Are English voters more 
sensible or fair-minded than American? 

The Herbert Hoover whom the Democratic 
President Wilson selected to undertake a 
stupendous and seemingly Impossible task 
during snd after the World War baa not 
changed—he is the same man, with ability. 

courage and determination unimpalrefJ?"The 
fact that he has been the most unfortunate, 
figure in American politics of his day (as 
was Lincoln in his) will not be held 
against him much, longer. 

Already! evidence of a return to normalcy 
In business and industry is discernible^ and 
Just as soon as this becomes more gener­
ally apparent a few months hence, then 
will the McFaddens and others of similar 
ilk return to forgetfulness if not to.sanity. 

CHARLES W. SMITH. 
Director of Publicity, Nassau County 

Republican Committee. 
Mlneola, Dec. 30, 1931. 

\ 

THERE'S NO NEED TO IMPEACH 
THEIR MOTIVE, IT'S JUST 

FANATICISM 

To the Editor of the Evening Post: 
Sir—One reads of the millions of dollars 

In seized liquors and wines, but the public 
does' not know what becomes of the loot— 
my guess is as good as yours. But I'm 
wondering if our dry Congressmen get their 
split in money or in kind. Surely, Shep-
psrd, Ashurst, et ai., are motivated by other 
than plain Intelligence in quitting the dry 
and wet circus to be held on January 8, 
1932, Or are the snoops on the run at last? 

ARNOLD BARNEY. 
Bloomfleld, N. J., Dec'31, 1931. 

THE FOUR GREAT DISASTERS OF 
THE CHRISTIAN ERA 

All letters to the Editor should bear 
the signature and address of the writer. 
They should be written on one tUtm of 
the paper only. The mor§ succinct they 
are thr. better their chance* of publica­
tion. Owing to space requirements* the 
Editor must reserve the right to publish 
let ten only in part, % 

To the Editor of the. Evening Post: 
Sir—Mr. James M. Beck, the Pennsyl­

vania Representative, spoke of the present 
economic depression as the fourth world 
catastrophe, or words to that effect, since 
the beginning of the Christian era. Tm 
very curious to know what the other three 
were. , 

x • READER. 
New York, Dee. 2«. i»3i. 
[Editor's Note: Inquiry at Washington 

brings from Mr. Beck's secretary the fol­
lowing Illuminating excerpt from his 
speech: < 

If 76 years from now an historian at­
tempted to view In retrospect the Ante 
2,000 year* of Christian history. I think 
he would My that it was characterised by 
four major catastrophes that dwarf all 
others. The first, the fall of the Roman 
Empire, which required eight centuries 
before Europe was sgaln restored to an 
appearance of stability and order. The 
second was the Thirty Years' War, which 
required a full century before civilisation 
was again enabled to resume its normal 
functions. The third, the period of the 
Napoleonic wars, lasting some 20 yearn, 
and although we sometimes think that 
Europe was quickly restored, as a mat­
ter of fact it was more than a half cen­
tury before there was any normalcy, to 
Use President Harding's phrase. In Europe. 
As a matter of fact, following the Napole­
onic wars came the revolutions of 1830 
that Swept through Europe, and the far 
greater upheaval of 1848. The fourth of 
these major catastrophes since tbe birth 
of Christ la tbe World War with trie at­
tendant crisis through which emuaatlaa 
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