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•efeool awtiatioa or B«w Yore-

According to the annual report 
ot the Superintendent of Public In­
struction, recently sent u the Legis­
lature, the number ot school dia-
irioiMiuthe Start >* U .287 , an ia-
ereaae of 2 for the year. There art 
438 school houses in the cities, and 
11,395 in the towns, an mcrease ot 
277. There art 87 log sohool houses 
again*t 172 the year befoiv. One 
hundred and fire stone building* 
gave place to brick or trame ones. 
The value of school houses and 
sites is $30,386,246. 

The number of children ot school 
ages last year, was 1,586,234, and 
t h t number attending the public 
schools, some portion ol the year, 
was 1,023,715. There were pupils 
in normal schools, 6,200 ; in acade­
mies, 2D.519 ; in colleges, 3,102 ; in 
private schools, 117,154 ; in medi­
cal schools, 2,078 ; in law schools, 
•27 . 

The number of common school 
teachers w a s 30,161. The aggregate 
of teachers' salaries was $7,915,-
6*3.51, an average of $401.04 

The school moneys provided by . 
the State for the year amounted to 
$8,173,165.27, of which $3,082,834.09 
was raised by tax. The actual ex­
pense of maintaining the common 
schools w a s : In cities, $6,237,362.70; 
in the towns, $ 4 728,871.75,—a total 
ot $10,976,234.45, a decrease of 
$462,804.33 from the preceding 
year. 

The compulsory law is not en­
forced, except in the city of N e w 
York. Statistics ot its operation 
are t o be obtained. 

The school commissioners have 
given more attention than formerly 
t o their charges. I t JS recommended 
that legislation be had to increase 
the efficacy of the commissioners, 
and that they give-.their wUole t ime 
and attention to their official duties. 

The township system is advocated 
h y the Superintendent. The pres­
ent district system is held to be det­
rimental to the interest, ot educa­
tion. 

T h e new text book lawHias been 
. put in operation, but. has led t o 

much confusion. The Superintend­
ent thinks the act is so loorety-
drawn, and so liable to different con* 
6tructions that further legislation is 
needed. He advises that the law be 
so shaped as to secure uniformity in 
the books used in a school, that the 
decision be made at the annual school 

»meet ing, that the choice oi books 
he left to trustees and boards of ed­
ucation instead of the vot-'te, that 
too frequent changes be guarded 
against , and that districts refusing 
or neglecting to comply with the 
law, be not permitted to share, in 
the distribution of the school 
moneys . 

T h e normal school* are discussed 
at considerable length by the Super­

i n t e n d e n t , who favors holding them 
to their strict duty , vi*„ the teach­
ing of, how to teach. 

which if paid by aoingle levy would' 
.require an asseMinciit, upon the e*ti-
1 mated valuation ol 1981, ol one and 

three-tilths of a mill i>er dollar ot 
valuation ; or it paid by anuuat as-
Mwftuieiris until the debt matured, 
H* we are now doing, the assessment 
tor 1H81 for contribution to sinking 
tmul and payment ot interest woulu 
Le nearly three-teuths ol a mill. 

This debt of $9,013,700 does not 
tully mature until October 1st, 181J3. 
The interest from October 1st, 1881, 
to the maturity ol the debt will ag-
gtvgat t in the twelve years $4,767,-
421.50, and by paying the debt Oc­
tober 1st, 1881. the interest would 
be stopped and $4,767,421.50 saved 

'in taxes. The saving would average 
nearly $400,000 per annum tor the 
period of twelve yearn. 

The cost of collection, auperioten-
•l««i>ce aird ordinary repairs b>r the 
li-eal year emii"g 30th September, 
lbTS, wan as follows : 

year. It in not so. Every year's 
expenditures for maintenance are 
necessarily paid from the earnings 
of the same fiscal year. 

The eanal question has censed to 
be one of revenue. It has become 
practically t lm : Shall we maintain 
our canals or abandon them ? 

All ot which is respectfully sub­
mit ted. 

( iSOKUE W . feCHUYl.KR, 
Auditor. 

The Murder Trial. 
T h t People vs. Hopptn*. for t o t 

Ki l l ing o f Proudfit. 

For the Kn« can«l.... ....|i>s*i,47i ly 
tor toe Ch&ojpliun cuul ist»,216 52 
Fut tbe Ui«(«o cuu l 45.4M 14 

Total »8:7.2I7 to 

Assuming that t b n sura repre-
. bents the minimum of c st tor the 
| three canals, i t would require an 
! assessment upon the estimated val-
' uaijon of 1881 equal to one-fourth 
i ot a mi I per dollar of valuation, and 
i if with those canals there be ln-
| eluded the Cayuga and Seneca and 
> the Black River canals, an assess-
• ruent ot ioui-filteenins of • a mill 
would maintain them all at an ag­
gregate cost of $950,768.16; or, it 
assessed upon the valuation of 1877, 
it would require, a. tax aHgbtly iu 
excess ot one-tbirJ of a mill. 

From what has preceded it will 
be seen that a brief answer to the 

irenolurion of tbe Assembly would 
be this : 

In the event that tolls should be 
abandoned on the ftric, Champlain 
and Oswego canals after October 1, 

"1881, the additional taxes which 

Cost o f a F r e e Cauat. 

REPORT OF ACWTCiE SCHUYLER 
THE ASSEMBLY. 

r>s.) 
STATE or NEW YORK, 

CAMAL DEPARTMENT, 
ALSAKT. Jan. 17,181 

Son. Jos. W, Busted, Speaker of the 
Assembly. 
Sia : In answer to the resolution 

of the honorable the Assembly, ot 
which the following is a copy to 
w i t : 

' "Resolved, That tbe Auditor of the 
Canal Department be requested to inform 
the Assembly, in tbe possible event of 
tlA abandonment of tolls on the Erie, 
Champlain and Oswego canals, what 
would be the probable cost of their main­
tenance by the State, specifying the 
yearly sums required for all probable re­
pairs the support ot said- canals named 
and the amount of additional trxes which 
would be imposed npon the people if tbe 
canals are made free." 
tbe Auditor makes the folio* ing 

MPOfcT. 

The abandonment oi tolls on any 
or all of the canals of the State re­
quires, in the first instance, a rad'u-al 
change m tbe financial article of the 
Constitution, and tjie amendments 
nectssa iy to effe.-t that object could 
not become operative before J anu-
ary 1, 1881. , 

T h e taxes necessary to be levied 
tor the payment ot the principal and 
interest of the canal debt, and tar 
maintaining the canals, would be as­
sessed on the annual valuations ot 
tbe real and personal property of 
t h t State, trjm and after tbe year 
188L ' 

T h t aggregate valuation tor the 
year 1877 ($2,755,740,318) w a s 
twenty-nine per cent, greater -than 
tor th t year 1873, and the same 
ratio of increase would give us a 
valuation in 1861 of1$3,554,0O5,OlO. 

T h t interest-bearing canal debt 
which will remain unpaid at the 

* close of the fiscal year ending 3otb 
September, 1881, will amount to 
$9,018,700, and the accumulation of 
t h t sinking fund applicable to its 
payment at the same - date should 
amount to '$4 , l02 .103 .U. The debt 
alter applying vht sinking iund 
would amount to $4 911,696.86, 

TO 

you should 

i would be imposed upon the people, 
i;i consequence ot such change ot 
j*>bcv, would amount to one-fourth 
of a mill per dollar of the estimated 
valuation; and with tbe Cayuga 
.nd Seneca and Black'-Kiver canals 
incUj'ifd, four-fifteenths of a mill 
jj-er dollar of valuation, the rate 
dimiiustmig with t h e increasing 
vainatio:*. ; 

Tuis estimated tax for operating 
tbe canals is actually less than 
w hat is now necessary for the an­
nual supply of the suiking fund lor 
vho .payment ot ijio iuterest and 
principal of the deb1. 

But 1 have shown that by the 
prompt payment of the debt and 
stopping of interest, there would 
be an anual saving in taxes of 
nearly $4 0,000 ftf>m October 1, 
1881, to October 1,1893, in which 
event the addit ional"taxes which 
would bo imposed on the people by 
making the canals absolutely free 

TtUTtng the debt period would Only 
amount t-i 5550,768.16 per year, or 
about one-seventh of a m i l for each 
dollar ot the estimated valuation 
of 1881. 

The canal debt now outstanding 
was contracted .under the third 
seetion. ot article seven of the Con­
stitution, to provide means for the 
enlargement and completion of the 
canal.-. 

Tbe section required that there 
should be appropriated and ret 
apart in each fiscal year, out of . the 
cat-plus revenues of the canals, as a 
stuking fund, a sum sufficient to 
pay the interest as it fell due, and 
ext inguish tbe principal within 
eighteen year.8 of any loans made in 
pursuance ot it. Tbe loans to carry 
ou tbe enlargement were made tor 
a period ot eighteen years, and 
white tbe work was in progress 
loans were also made, on the credit 
of the sinking fund, for 
a period ot eighteen years,, 
to pay interest on loans. 
As the stock issued for the payment 
of the loans matured, it was paid 
from the sinking fund until ex­
hausted and tben from the proceeds 
or deficiency loans ; or, in other, 
words, the debt was reuewed, and 
not extinguished, as the Constitu­
tion evidently intended it should be, 
either by the imposition of adequate 
tolls or by taxation. 

The existing debt grows out ot 
these deficiency loans, and ii allowed 
to run to maturity, it will involve a 
period of thirty-six yea**, upon tbe 
largest portion of which $2.16 will 
have been paid in iuterest On each 
dollar borrowed ! 

Since it has become certain that 
neither principal nor interest will bef'o^jock' I 
derived from the revenues 
of the canals, would it not 
be preferable and tor the'mterest 
of-tax-payers, especially as the State 
has no other debt, to stop the inter­
est ? Is it not a proper question to 
submit t o the people-? , 

So far as tbe debt is concerned 
the Constitution makes ample pro­
vision lor its payment. The credi­
tor is secured. His debt must be 
paid either Irom the canal revenue 
or the loceeds ot taxes. 

A s to the maintenance of the 
o n a l s , tbe constitution, as it now 
reads, is practically indifferent. As 
lhat irs rument has been inter­
preted of late, it says to tho-. 
t tfiicals whoso duty it is to fix the 
rates ot toll, and to tbe Legislature 

\ when the concurrence of that body 
; is required : **You may freely ex­
ercise your judgment as to rates 
of toll, or, in your discretion, you 
may there entirely ;'* and vet it 
prohibits the disbursing officers 

- from spending for one year's main­
tenance a greater amount than tbe 
gross revenues of the previous year. 
So long as that limitation remains, 
our canals are liable to be closed, 
any moment, tor want of tbe nec-
eeoary lauds to operate or repair 
them. 

Many persons, from the language 
of tbe limitation clause, have gained 
the imprest-ion that the revenues 
collected in one year are available 
lor expenditures the succeeding 

Continued from third page. 

W KDNB8DAY, J til . 23. 
Court met at 9 o'clock. 
_Mrs. Smith recalled; "shown a 

paj»er; reeogniaed it as tbe letter 
found in Lina's room after the poi-
soning; ( lotter offered in evi­
dence); Mrs. Smith thought that 
fid had read it. Letter read as fol­
lows : 
Dtar Parents, Brothers jp\d Sister* : 

Forgive me, but I have commit­
ted a great crime and care not to 
l ive; I haven't spent a happy day 
or moment tor a number of months ; 
I have tried to act natural, but 
fouud no pleasure anywhere : there 
is one person who might have saved 
me from this ; but he thought 1 
Mas trying to deoiove him. l i e 
knows why I d i e ; God alone 
kuows what 1 have suffered; oh, 
death is the only relief; you are all 
very dear to me, and it i s hard to 
to I save you,, but it is best. I once 
enjoyed religion : oh that 1 had 
coutiouod to serve God ; I would 
not have been where 1 am now ; 
oh, if 1 was the girl I was when 1 
went to the val ley ; I had always 
paid I would never cause you 
auy trouble; but I have fal­
len, and am forever ruined. 
I hope you will all meet in heaven ; 
1 trust you will, but I shall never 
go there. Think of me a* lost. 1 
might have been a christian "now. 
The Biblo says, the vilest sinneij) 
may return, but it is better that 1 
die than live as 1 am ; you will 
soon forget, and it is belter that 

troubled with palpitation of tbe 
h e a r t ; had had it lor a 
number of years ; after tho 
poisoning, within a year or a year 
and a half, her flush watted to 125, 
1 think ; she died lust Juue, 1 
think ; Dr. Kyle was there, and 
she consulted bun at different 
times, perhaps from one to two 
years before the poisoning ; think 
h^ fc,ave her nothing; her heart at­
tacks were less frequent afterwards 
than before; first that 1 saw ot 
paralysis was a lack of use of her 
left hand, about tbe first ot Febru­
ary, 1877 ; she was then doing her 
work ; next noticed the paralytic 
stroke in February ; Irom that time 
she t a d no use of her left s .de; 
she could talk some, but tier 
speech was thick ; Ed. was there 
frequently, and was very attentive 
and kind to her ; she said to him, on 
one occasion, in t>ub*taucet that this 
bad been brought about by Proud-
fit ; she spoke of it several tinv s 
atier ; when these things were paid 

roy tears prevent 
writing, and 1 bid vou 

Farewoll Forever, 
L I N A . 

My young friends will tnink I 
have done the-m great injustice in 
accepting their -invitation, but I 
knew that it was the last time, and 
I tried to forget the troubled fu­
ture in iso doing. 

ilisB Jloppins CROPS-EXAMINED: 
Figures on the back of tbe letter 
are mine. .•' 

lr«aac M. Hopping; am the father 
of defendant; a lways lived in Ster­
l ing; been a farmer; Edmund ha* 
made bis borne with me except five 
or eix years that he has been with 
Mr. McKuUht and Mr. Hunter. 
Be went to Oswego and Fulton to 
i-chool; Lina had lived at homo 
mostly up to the time of this occur­
rence; was very healthy, bright, 
musical; of full flesb; at least a 
quarter heavier than now ; since 
toe occurrence she has been much 
depressed ; hasn't tilKed much and 
never cheerfully ; reluctant to en-

]:i * conversation gage .in "conversation; tried to 
avoid ber ■ friends; sang a good 
deal before this ocurreuce; now 
not at a l l ; Was a great reader be­
fore, but now she reads but little ; 
only goes into society when strong, 
ly urged ; same general testimony 
i^iven of Edmund, as to bis condi­
tion before and after the 
affair; * he had taught school 
two winters before; but has 
never since ; I went after Ed and 
his sisier the night of the poison­
ing; they went right to tbe room 
where Lina w a s ; 1 went there just 
after; think he was asking ber her 
motives tor the offense and wbut 
sho had taken; sne said 2 os of 
laudanum ; and after a little he took 
the vnd and tasted i t and threw it 

saying, "That must'ot be 
' l i e was walking with Lina 

a tjood deal that n ight ; took par-
(icularcare of her that niy;bt ; I 
beard a good deal ot conversation 
between them ; Ed's condition was 
characterized by reuness of eyes ; 
continuous weeping and walking to 
and fro in the manner described by 
tbe oiuer witnesses; I walked witb 
Lina some ; tbe doctor, Mrs. Smith, 
and 1 guess m y wife did ; we made 
strong efforts to have ber v o m i t ; 
finally succeeded at about 10 

away, 
seen." 

vernation between Lina and Ed, 
was regret for what she had done, 
expressed on her part ; she said 
three or four limes, ' D o let me lie 
down and die." Her condition 
waa talked over between him and 
ber more thaa between any of the 
others; she seemed to take tho 
blame on herself; wouldn't have 
blamed mo or ai y of us if w e ' had 
turned her out of doors ; think it 
was about 4 o'clock or alter when I 
wont to bed; think Ed was up tbon ; 
beard Ed and Lina talking once 
after this in the parlor ; the subject 
was her trouble ; can't tell just 
what was said ; I gave Lina's letter 
to Ed to read ; remember nothing 
said about where Lina got her 
medicine; was at home when Li­
na's cuild was born ; Ed was there; 
1 observed his eyes were very red ; 
some groan ing; making gestures 
witb bit bancs and clasping thorn ; 
neard him talk some that n i g h t ; 
remained at home that time about 
two weeks before he left; be went 
to Oswego a shurt time that 
s p r i n g ; tben came back to Hun­
ter's ; be weighed now only about 
140 ; previously bis weight hud 
been 175 or 180 ; the white of Lis 
e>es appeared red ; think. I had to 
speak several l imes'to hini ou a 
few occasions before 1 could .gain 
his attention ; wife's health was 
good down to time of this trouble ; 
weighed 1*0 ; almost a lways did 
her o w n work ; was occasionally 

to Ed., I often saw him with tear­
ful eyes, nervous, excited, more 
than at other times ; 1 had often 
been awukened by my wife's weep-
i n l a n d mourning; told Ed. his 

and Lyman Hopins' wife; Lyman 
was a carpenter, and would often 
tell of work he had en^agod, and 1 
afterwards learned that such wa~ 
not the case; would often sp«'»:< 
ot going on a visit and fix a I'tiie, 
but would never go ; Lyman had a 
son James ; I went to his house to 
attend the tuneral of his child ; be 
acted very strangely ; did not wail 
to converse'with ine ; 1 was riding 
out with him, lie pntutwd off into the 
distance and wanted to know it I 
saw a light there ; I said 1 didn't 
and He said that it was hi-* guardian 
ange l ; this happened several times ; 
said "wherever I g o if I am out at 
night I can always see that light;"' 
tbe iloppius family seemed to have 
move love among its members than 
any family 1 ever knew. 

Cito-is E X A M I N E D — Hiven' t seer, 
Lyman lloppins since '01 ; he had 
no property that I knew of; he 
didn't do any work then ; saw Ly­
man iloppius the la*t tnno he e as 
east ; have lived in WeedBpoit since 
'63. 

Albert J. I loppius: Am a brother 
ot Edmond; older; was living about 
22 miics trom father's home, m '73 
and '7* ; have seen my brother Ire-

mother was wearing away with quently since Lina's trouble ; heard 
grief; 1 think the last words she ot r*roud fit's intended coming home 
said were to EJ—"that villian that in June^'77 ; saw my brother] 
killed us all;" she was conscious abouj^tttat time, at my bouse; saw j 
but a tew hours after this ; think | my brother about the 11th of July -,\ 
I never heard ber speak again ; l said I understood ProuuSl wus 
site lay, 1 think, at this time on her j o i n i n g back ; be said something 
lef ts ide , witb her face toward tho about prosecuting h i m ; be acted 
south ; both she and he were weep-, strangely ; walked back, and forth, 
ing at tbe time ; her age was 62 ; wringing ins hands ; we were there 
when she died ; never had any siek-j perhaps 15 or 20 minutes; 1 ud-
ness myself except ague ; it always vised him not to prosecute him; 
deranged me; my father was 61 just utter the trouble came out, I 
when be died; 1 frequently heard j>iept with .him one night; he was 
him say his tuture destiny, h e ' v e r y restless; spoko about tbe 
leared, was bad ; he would walk tbe ; trouble; sail be could hardly en-
house with exclamations that it dare i t ; saw Ed at the time motb-
wooid have been better tor him i f t er di>-d ; he wandered fro MI room 
ho had never been b >rn ; noticed j to room ; walked < very fast, then 
this for 15 or 20 years before ho ; perhaps sat doWn for a moment or 
diod. l i e was always a very se- t w o ; then up und walking again ; 
date, sober man ; he was a church I you couldn't talk with him—be 

wouldn't answer; bo was very ub<> 

Terriasa Jar rod : Age 77 ,* knew 
Aaron iUtppma from the time I 
was 17 years old till he died ; knew 
bin; very w d l ; husbniid's name 
w us Can field Jarrod; Aaron Hop. 
pins used to be in a state of despair ; 
walking the house, crying and talk­
ing about being lost hereafter; be 
Was blind when I Ut'St know him; 
he had no bodily disease that 1 
knew ol ; I saw him nearly every 
month; no <ii 1 s<>me of bis business, 
but not much. ' 

CK08x-ExAMlNKb—-lle died be-
tween 1830 to 1840, I think ; was 
acquainted with him about20 years 
or more; he had children older 
than 1 ; I used lo try to cheer him 
up ; be was a very pi >us man. 

Ks DiRKcr—Knew nothing about 
Lyman. 

MvlisMi Barnes : am a sister of 
the defendant ; age H7 ; am a wil 
ovv ; lived at my lather's ; was not 
there ;«t the time of the poisoning ; 
came there a few days al ter; found 
mv mother and Lma there when I 
got there ; mother looked pale and 
teemed feeble ; she was crying 
wten whe met me; seemed to have 
lo^t flesh and her appetite; she nev­
er hcemed to recover from the 
shock ; *he W»H downhearted and 
cried a good deal. Heard some 
conversations between Ed and 
mother ; she would otien say, "0'.\ 
Ed, the villain that's killing me; 
I'm dying by inches;" lb-n be in-
tcrruuted by weeping ; Ed would 
seem almost frantic at these times ; 
ho grew down-hearted and thin; 
hat previously been a ve iy happy 
dt-p<>siii'»ned boy ; I otten told him 
that tdw cried a good deal in the 
night and was restless ; I knew of 
tins because there was o n l y a tl-i'i 
partition between her room and 

E l would often cry aud look 
and wring his hands. Some-

be would answer- ques-

soinetuiiea not. 

sent minded ; ho was always very 
at 
he 

member, very devoted, during my 
memory. Have a daughter who 
married Frank Duell; t w o years; talkative before; noticed him 
ago. her condition was characterized j tbe festival with Mna Turner"; 
by glassy e y e s ; repulsion of her, didn't take any part in tbe leotivi-
triends with improper language; it (ties ; noticed a differenc • in his ap-
happened 18 or 20 years ago; she pearar.ee a short time after he 
was married and bad one. child ; came ; he keptr apart by hrm*eH ; 
sue did no work for nearly s ix . didn't talk with me after he first 
months; they had a doctor who 
now lives in Oswego; she used per-
sonsl violence to my wife once; she 
struck her; could see no occasion 
I d - i t ; 1 came in and saw that there 
was a misunderstanding 

I spoke 
mother's 

him that 
different 

the door as my 
and struck her 

between 
ber and her mother; just came iu 

daughter d iew up 
Mrs. Duell's face 

and eyei were very fierco aud 
g lassy; think her conversation was 
tiroken aud incoherent; 1 have 
a brother Lyman ; nearly 
80 now, f think; . saw 
him about ten yours a g o ; bis 
physical health was good ; thought 
his mind a little affected; bewould 
say one day that lie would do some 
particular thing tbe next day, and 
soon after would speak of doing 
something else. 

CROBS-EXAMINED —This occurred, 
1 should think, two or throe l imes ; 
Mrs. Duell has six children, n o w ; 
has lost two 
of her trouble ; don't 

was. sick at the time 
know what 

infiimity w a s ; doctor's 
D e W i t t ; father was 

ber bodily 
name was ^ « . . .»v, 
nearly bli-id for about ten years be­
fore he died ; 1 became raadager m 
all business ; his talk on all but ri-
IL'ious subjects was rational; on 

■this auhject i t was connected, 
merelj* apprehension for his future 
destiny ; be was hopeful at times, 
and' then tioub'.ed ; bad suffered 
tiom a rupture since ho was 30 
j ears of a g e ; I was troubled with 
aiiue up till 1 was towards 25years 
old ; first 1 recollect was when I 
was about 10 years old ; recollect 
three severe attacks ; the fever that 
followed tbem always made me de-
1'nious; never was out of my head 
at any other t ime; the reduess of 
Edmund's eyes seemed to continue 
for hours, and whether be bad been 
weeping or not. 

UE-DIBECT—Cause o f father's 
blindness was a cataract; never 
bad any sickness but tbe breach. 

Darwin C. Knapp, Weedsport: 
Am an attorney and pension agent ; 
known Hoppins from his childhood 
u p ; visited the family frequently; 
wan at the Hoppins' in the month 
of October, 1876 ; was there three 
days ; Lina was not at home ; Ed 
w*s not at home ; bad seen Mr?. 
Hoppins last, before that in April, 

came; he went away before the1-
res t ; Ed.'s weight had,been 175 or 
180 tor about three years i re 
vious to the trouble; sev 
eral tunes I noticed he 
looked haggard and thin. Had a 
-conversation w r h mother.as to bei 
trouble; I told Ed that .the trouble 
Was kilting mother ; this was uttei 
my talis With mother* Witness de­
scribed Miss Hoppins' condition be­
fore and after tbe troubU substan­
tially as detailed abv>ye. E l a n d 
Lina Were always very loving to­
gether ; bo always got her a good 
many presents ; she was very fre­
quently with turn " . 

C B ^s EXAMINED—Had been away 
from father's home about 12 years; 
been i |L ihe service 2 years ; in 
Michigan* about six -months ; the 
last conversation 1 had with Ed, 
where he broke off suddenly, was at 
my bouse; don't recollect, tbe sub­
ject. I onoo asked bim lo continue 

n ine . 
d o All 
times 
l ions, 
to ' bun about 
diiTicuity in walk ; told 
she' had lallen at two 
tunes the winter before she d ied; 
abe sprained her ankle on ono oc-
uusiou ; she was trotrbltjd with this 
ub-mt K week ;'tbis wus supposed 
to be a partial shook of paralysis ; 
remember seeing Ed at home iu 
Jxine, J77 ; my father and 1 were 
in the t-iiiing-roam wheu he aud 
Miss.Turner came ; he had heard 
of Philip Proudfit's return; this 
was after, the church festival ; at 
the house that night he looked 
wild and agitated ; would wring 
bis bunds and wal't back and forth ; 
ho said, ''Oh, dear, I can't have bim 
c o m e b a c k ; " be scaree ever called 
him by . name ; a lways spoke ot 
him as the villain ; be repeated his 
eigbs over and over again ; be 
spoke saying "thetrouble has killed 
my mother;" 1 was present the 
la*t lime my mother was conscious; 
we had just gotten her up on tbe 
louiige, (EJ bad his arms around 
her) ; 1 said, "Mother, do you know 
who that is ?" she said, "1 guess I 
do, it's my dear old Ed," then, "the 
villain 

•on ou'y Philip Proudfit; be trem­
bled all the time he stood talking 
to me; said.he went to Cat fciroen, 
and Cal had said that be vowed be 
had n*ver hail anything to do with 
L ina; at another time ho aatd of 
Proudfii, "he baa come back to pr^« 
voko m'*;" I said, 4iEd, don't you 
touch him;" he said, ' 4 don't in. 
tend to ; l i.ha'nt have anythiug to 
say to hlra ; I have written to my 
friends to that effect;" be waa 
walking baok aud forth a!P the 
time, moving hi-* hand all the time ; 
he didn't stay there very l o n g ; 
T h o m a s my son, called him from 
tbe store. 

Cuoas E X A M I N E D — E d first men­
tioned Green's name in the 

[conversation in tbe bath room ; had 
j no previous conversation witb 
Green ; he spoke as if some one had 
tolJ him about Green. 

Charles Smith, Sterling : Known 
the Hoppins about 13 years ; KHV 
the defendant at the church festi­
val, Juno 22, 1877 ; heard that day 
of Pronafit's retur ; told Hoppins 
of it that evening <tl about halt-past 
e i g h t ; he first came iu and took an 
active part in the gathering 
ml I told him ; tben he 
said "is tnat so?" He dropped bis 
head and went and sat down in the 
back part of the church and bis girl 
went and sat down by him ; don'u 
think he staid over 20 minutes or 
so after 1 told him; he was more 
cheerful before than be was after 
i t ; 1 saw bim on tbe fourth of Ju ­
ly on the edge .of tbe vill i g e ; ho 
was umpiring a game of ball. 

James l iumer, Sterling Va l l ey : 
Hoppins was in my store a little 
over three years \ then went t o 
Clifton Springs ; staid there about 
a month and staid there till Decern 
ber 7th ; woiked for ma till Jan­
uary, '75 ; saw bun soon after tbe poi­
soning; think 1 saw him a few days 
after i t ; be was very much excited ; 
he wanted to know if I knew 
where Prondht w a s ; he cried some ; 
I saw him occasionally after that ; 
he was sad; wasn't as lively as pre­
viously ; came back into my employ 

that's killing me 
Mother was deranged lor nearly a 
year ; Dr. Dcwitt attended her, with 
T)r. Kyle as counsel. —-*', • 

CBOSS EXAMINED — Said someone 
told him at the festival that Proud-

. , fit had come back ; think he said it the conversation ; can't 8 .y whether j, w a g c i i a r l e 8 S m i t h t U t t o M M m . 
this was the latter part of June. He 
generally shed tears when this'sub-
ject was mentioned. 

Grace Crossman : Live at Sterling 
Valley ; daughter of C harles Cross-
man ; knew Eltas Van Vleck ; Van 
Vleck was present when father was 
subpoenaed before the Grand Jury 
1 ast fa l l ; Van Vleek said he didn't 
know anything about the matter. 
Think I saw Hoppins the Wednes­
day before the homicide; saw him in 

think ; substance of-eerr-* —*T5, I think ; she bad lost probably 
'oftfequarter of ber weight in that 
interval ; in . October, she was 
around at her work, but complained 
that she was dying of tr io ! ; stated 
this several times ; was less cheerful 
than before ; I wai at ber funeral ; 
saw Edmund. Hoppins t h e r e ; it 
was difficult to have convocation 
with bim ; refused to talk ; avoided 
conversation ; same general appear­
ance and habits as described by 
other .witnesses speaking of the 
same time ; knew Lina before the 
poisoning ; was always in full flesb 
and cheerful , a great hand to 
*in^"; should think sho was one-
thud lighter now than then ;;' have 
trud to talk with her ; was very 
bard work to engage her in oonver-

. salioij ; have seen ber perhaps 6 or 
8 times since the poisoning ; never 
have beard her sing duriug that 
time ; don't think J have heard her 
laugh ; I know Lyman Hoppias ; 
saw him last in 1860 and 61, in 
Michigan ; be was keeping 
bouse with tbe - family ; 
there would be days at a tirao when 
he wouldn't answer questions unless 
repeatedly urge l to i t ; said he had 
been iu comfortable circumstance" 
but bad lost bis property, and 
would just at live die as notf - they 
kept a man tbere to watch turn all 
the time for fear be would kill some 
of tbe family ; they wouldn't leave 
bra alone ; a physician waa vicit 
ing there whilo I w a s ; heard a 
conversation between the phyrician 

be finished it-or nut. At the cdiurch 
festival I tried to eugage htm in 
conversation several times ; be did 
answer some questions; think be 
was at my house tbe 11th of July ; 
between 5 and 6 o'clock, 1 think ; 
gave my brother no reason for not 
prosecuting Proudfit ; didn't ad­
vise bim. uot to use auy violence on 
Proudfit then or at any other lime. 

M.rs. Kale Mills.—Am a staler 
of the defuudaht ; age is 4 4 ; was 
at borne and helped taf e care ot 
mother during ber last s ickness ; 
lived ubout 22 miles from father's ; 
generally went there two or thr^e 
times a v.ear; witness described 
mental and physical condition of 
her mother beforo the attempted 
sukfuV as already given ; I went 
there 6 mooths after Lina's poison­
ing ; Lina was at home ; her pale­
ness and decrease of flesh, lack of 
cheerfulness were unlike herself; 
ber child had been born at that 
l i m e ; mother was almost a-i much 
changed as Lina ; t-he showed it in 
her manner and conversation, and 
in her falling off in f lesh; didn't 
see mother agaiu till I was tele­
graphed for to come to her sick 
b o d ; wat with her twelve weeks 
before she died: wben 1 came 
her tact 
leftside was helpless, 1 could hard­
ly understand her conversation ; 
she partially recovered and then 
could talk somewhat easier; think 
tbe other"Vido was affected before 
she died ; she sat up in bed to lake 
her food ; Ed came home-quite fre­
quently, and always spent his 
nights in the room with mother 
wlien there; sbe spoke to bim ol 
tbe''trouble that's killing us alt," 
several limes ; he tried to have hei 
recogmzd him 
would say ' 
Ed 

several 
its 

times she 
ofd yes , its my good 

;'' spoke with Ed frequently of 
tbe trouble that was killing us al l ; 
loid bim of mother's being con-
stantly reminded of the 'disgrace 
and shame by the presence of Lina 
aud her child, while he, tbe vil-

fore; wasu ■t 

Hunter's store ; he was very sober; 
he was always talking to me, but 
this time scarcely answered; he was 
scowliug ; think he was ; changing 
some Jioxes when* I went in ;*I staid 
there 10 or 12 minutes ; 1 got some 
waist-lining. I asked him how he 
liked my hew hat and he didn't 
answer ; thcugbt i t very strange ; 
we were always joking together. 
saw bim tbe Monday after the 
homicide; Air. Cobb tbe constable 
was there; be was very sad indeed. 

Caoas EXAMINED—Mr. Van Vleck 
spoke just after the subpoena'was 
served "on father; was tbe only oc­
casion when father was sufcpoaoaed 
and Van Vleck was there; in the 
s t o r e , ! asked bim what made bim 
so down-hearted, and he 'said 
'-nothing." Then 1 said he needn't 
look so mad and be didu't give any 
answer. 

Mary B. Hunter, wife of John 
Hunter, of Sterling Valley: Hop­
pins lived with us three years ; I 
saw bim almost daily wbile 
■be- lived at Jas. Hantgr'e; 
1 knew him very well; 
I saw bim at the store and in the 
house before the homii ide; a few 
days before 1 was in the store and 
Dr. Proudfit came in and spoke to 
m e ; Ed came u p ; stood by u s ; 
tben walked back and afterwards 
came up again after Dr. Proudfit 
was gone; be looked very. wild. 
Tben be went away again and came 
back and.asked me it I had seen 
Proudfit; 1 told bim I bad n o t ; 
bis eyes were very glassy and 
wild ; be watched me very closely 

as Triendly and 
affuctionate; a lways thought 
tbere was a peculiar look between 
Edmund and his mother; ebown 
by their manner of meeting; al­
ways cordial; kissing when they 
met; this continued as long as they 
y ved ; no was an unusually good 
bfotber and iron ; mother relied on 
mm more than the 
uoted at tbe tuneral as 
he bad lost bis best 
think I bavn't been 
but once since tbe funeral. 

CROSS-EXAMINED—My 
f bowed trouble all this t ime; i t was 
true also of the other members of 
tbe family. 

Recess till 2 o'clock. 

others ; Ed 
though 
friend ; 

home 

brother 

in September, *75 ; staid there till 
July , '77 ; he was quieter aud had a 
sad expression ; w a s not nearly as 
fleshy as wben he first worked for 
me ; in '74 he weighed 180. A tew 
days previous to the homicide 
h e was frequently very 
much excited and very ab­
sent minded ; would face customers 
and not notice them;. was very at­
tentive to customers down to this 
t ime; be made mistakes in making 
entries ; would charge for a pound 
of sugar and carried out the price 
for 10 pounds; never saw anything 
of tbe kind before. 

Continued on fourth page. 

WHaT TOD CAMKT tor $5.00 
FOR S5.00 you e*n get, from as or any Books 

seller, Soritaer'a monthly, tb* best of all the 
illustrated magssinea, for one year and a half, be­
ginning with U« magBifteeat Midsummer aaatba* 
for August last, nod containing all tbe chapters of 
"His Inheritance," Hiss Trafton's graphic story Of 
Army Lifej-all of "Boxy," Edward Eggleston* 
New Novel, a story of Western life daring the pot 
litical campaign of 1840; and all or a large„pa»t o-
Boyesen's novel, "A Knight of Fortune,' tbe stury 
of a community of emigrants in the Northwest; 
besides shorter stories by Mrs. Burnett, Baxs 
Holm, Boyesen, * c , and Illustrated Poems. Trav­
el Sketches, Essay*, Reviews, nearly a doaeo of the 
splendidly illustrated series of *Ont-of Door" Pa­
pers, including many of the best of the series oa 
"American Spans," and xtn **the ptetureeqe aspeeti 
of American Farm life," k e , Ac, Ac, including all 
the numbers of Seribnet'a Monthly from August, 
187 7. to January, 1879, inclusive, and ahrj the splen­
did Christmas Holiday Number of 8t. NiehvU* foi 
December, 1877, containing one hundred pagaa—th« 
finest number of a children's Magaalue ever issari 
in this or any other country; the whole eontainiof 
more than S,Ot>0 octavo pages of fEfc beat and lata 
Uustrated literature. 

SCBIBNEBAOO., 
741 Broadway j s e w York. 

HUBBARD & SEARLS 
FURNISHING UNDERTAKERS 
OFFICjS aed Warerooms No. S Sherwood Block 

Genesee street, Auburn. N. V. 
We have the exclusive right to use N. T. Shaw1 

Patent Cooling Board, with which wo areakes t 
preserve a body without the use of sr freeaez, 

RKSID&KCES. 
J . W. HOBBABB, SI Washington stnet. 
T. J . SSJLSIA 83 Franklinstte«* 
£ . Weoxratuk, Assistant, Cor. Cayuga and CaprU 

streets, 
night calls ring tbe batt. maylOvaDly 

THUMAS O'BRIEN 
'"" N O 2 C L A R K - S T . , 

Offers t h e B e s t ] Braatda o f 

AC the; Fol lowing Price*: 
Ton. Half. Qurtr. Tar 

Orate $3 IS ft 73 | 1 4* *4 
£gv. 5 SS ' 3 75 1 45 |4 
Stove 5 SJ J 9i 150 5 
Chestnut i » 1 H 150 8 

antoantf. 

T H E 

Great national Rac 
BETWEEN 

Courtney & Trickett 
W ILL not eome off until the present rnalsm 

season is over, and pending the same we -
sire to say that we are better prepared than « 
before, to meat the want* of the people i s onr li 

Boots. Shoes, 
AND 

RUBBER GOODS 
OF 

Every Myle SL Quality. 
Marked Way Down to D U L L S t U M M I P I 
C E « . ALSO. 

lain w»s at l iberty; Kd dido'tj w i i d . b e w a t c b e d me very closely. I TQIliVII/O O a T P U C I ^ 
engage in jjonversatioo as be- j ^ ^ ^ Q b i m a t m y house about a I n U W l X O , Qf\ I U i l L L O 

week before, in tbe afternoon; said 
be wauled 10 talk with 

be eaid "where did m e ; be eaia "wtiere aia you 
hear tbat Proudfit bad got 
hack V 1 told bim Dr. Proudfit t a d 
told me PbiL was at the B a y ; be 
turned very while , and shook like 
a loaf, and said, *'ue maatu't come 
baok; ba killed my mother;" be 
Raid, *'I d>n*t know whether you 
are my friends or not;" 1 said that 
we were ; tuat be ' eouldu't help 
what Lina had done ; be 8aid he 
l|ttd spoken to Lina, aud told ber 
that if she would behave herself 
and be a good girl, be would be a 
good friend to her all ber life ; he 
a&id Lina bad told bim that she 
hadn't been guilty of a e j other per-1 

VALISES &C. & 
At LESS than the aaoal Wholesale Ooat. 

These Ooods have bam selected with ears f 
recent B A M K R D F T ftAUBS; are aa | 
and honest Goods, sa can bo foemd any wkwn, 

*¥ou. C a n f t e r e A.tx>«.t 

2 5 P E R CEIwD 
By Parebasrag them. 

CeUa*& eta tt this mast so,.ae he 

Great Bankrupt Bale 
B O O r * S H O E EMFOawl VI 

N O . 1 8 ^VorttkHaTt. 
A. 1 Ty turn , Bf • l i 

IN^ALL* 4 CO. O. W. 
janSadssotf 

PDF compression, OCR, web-optimization with CVISION's PdfCompressor

pearar.ee

