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SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 1D08 

Creek Commission 
Up a Tree 

T h e creek commiss ion are u p a t ree 
c o n c e r n i n g the plan of assessment for 
t he S ix Mile creek i m p r o v e m e n t . W e 
can g ive some advice to t he Sa in t and 
h i s all ies on the commiss ion t ha t may 
be of some impor t ance to t h e m in per­
f o r m i n g the i r unselfish, publ ic spir i ted 
d u t y . F i r s t , place t ha t assessment 
aga ins t the whole c i ty , as t he re are 
m a n y houses in the so-called flooded 
zone which the floods never reached ; 
c a n n o t these p r o p e r t y o w n e r s swear 
t h a t t h a t creek i m p r o v e m e n t is no 
m o r e benefit to the i r p r o p e r t y than to 
t h a t of the hill p rope r ty? Second, if 
t h e sou the rn section of the city is 
benefi t ted by wal l ing the creek we can 
depend on our assessors in the fuiure 
to increase the va luat ion of p roper ty 
hi t h a t par t of the city—if it will be 
poss ible to squeeze a n y more taxes 

"out of the flat p r o p e r t y . T h e flats 
have paid more than the i r equi table 
sha re of the taxes for years , and some 
w h o were up to snuff in regard to the 
inequa l i ty moved on t h e hil l . Many 
of these men are engaged in business 
on S t a l e s t ree t and are wi l l ing to pay 
a special t a x on the p r o p e r t y which 
t h e y own the reon in o rde r that thei r 
ve ry valuable p r o p e r t y ou the hill 
w o u l d escape such t a x a t i o n . T a k e 
t h e P a r k e r t ract purchased by mayor 
N e w m a n : as soon as he was assured 
t h a t the creek, d ra inage and park bill 
w o u l d pass, which will now be im­
p roved by t h e d i r t removed from the 
b a n k s of the inlet . He pays no spe­
cial tax for tha t , it is paid by the en­
t i r e Sta te . T h a t is all r igh t , it will be 
a benefit to the whole c i ty , and we 
on ly wish it would increase the value 
of tha t land ten thousand dollars , 
b u t w h e r e would Mr. N e w m a n ' s land 
be if the S t a t e paid only one-third 
and the balance was assessed against 
t h e s w a m p land in the vicini ty of the 
i m p r o v e m e n t s ? T h e city ot I thaca is 
an incorpora ted body , each man, l ich 
and poor, is d e p e n d e n t upon each oth­
e r . *'A house d ivided against itself 
c a n n o t s t and . " So we of I thaca should 
s tand toge ther accord ing to our means 
n o t according to ou r misfor tunes . In 
a collective body we should pay for 
t he creek improvemen t s , and we have 
as yet to find a man l iving on the hill , 
ou ts ide of the creek commiss ion , who 
offers an objection to a general special 
t a x , and if t he re is a j u s t law in the 
Mate of N e w Y o r k we are under the 
impress ion the assessment will be 
made t ha t wav. 

beneficial to that c o u n t r y . Ho desired 
free t rade in coal wi th Canada because 
he was given an in teres t in a coal mine 
in that coun t ry He also sent a mes­
sage t o Congress conce rn ing the dis­
pute be tween Venezuela and Great 
Britain which a w a k e n e d g rea t interest 
throughout , the c o u n t r y , b u t l i t t le did 
the musses suspect t ha t G r o v e r Cleve­
land's message was in t he in t e re s t ot u 
gold mine in which ho was g iven an 
interest in tha t c o u n t r y , and was rea­
dy to sacrifice t he l ives of t h o u s a n d s 
of Amer ican soldiers t o p ro tec t tha t 
gold mine ; wh ich also accoun t s tor his 
being an a r d e n t gold s t a n d a r d man . 
Th is same GroTer Clevclaud whose 
name now disgraces t he corners of 
W h e a t s t ree t was charged wi th selling 
$00,000,000 w o r t h of U . S. bonds to J . 
P. M o r g a n a t p r iva te sale a t less than 
they were w o r t h in the publ ic marke t , 
and tha t deal ne t t ed some one $16,000-
000 of good, c lean Amer i can money. 
Hoi , i sn ' t i t? A n d th is same Grover 
Cleveland is the man w h o sen t the 
federal t roops to Chicago a t t he com­
mand of the co rpora t ions and against 
the pro tes t of t he g o v e r n o r of thai 
s ta te . I t is not for the best interest 
tha t he should be held u p to the youth 
of the nat ion for a model e i t he r as a 
man or as a s t a t e sman . H i s one great 
u t t e rance is, " T o the v ic tors be long 
the spoi ls ." By the g race of t he min­
ister B u r c h a r d * s f a m o u s , , I l u m , Roman­
ism and Rebe l l ion" u t t e rance he occu­
pied the W h i t e House t h e last font 
vears. Bv the grace of G od mav he 
test in peace. 

same, tha t they repor t such revision 
to chuiuuiu St . J o h n and that he cause 
the assessment so made toge ther wi th 
the assessment of the same proper t ies 
on tne tax roll to be classified by 
blocks or zones o r as he see fit, and 
furnish copies to each m e m b e r of the 
board . 

A t a mee t ing of the commission J u -
Iv 14 M r . T r e m a n suggested that thev 
formula te and a d o p t some policy look­
ing t o w a r d the d ra inage and r edemp­
t ion of the marsh land. 

T h e sou the rn p a r t of the city will 
not s tand for t h e secession of the o th ­
er sect ions w h e n ' i t coines to pay ing a 
l i t t le t ax . T h e separa t ion of the city 
for any purpose wha teve r weakens the 
des i re us well as t he power to accom­
plish i m p o r t a n t improvemen t s . W e 
invi te o u r a r i s tocra t ic fr iends to come 
back in to the un ion and keep the i r 
slaves. W h a t say you, major B u r d i c k ? 

Tid Bits 

Plan of Assessment Considered 

W e saw resolu t ions t w o co lumns 
in length as to wha t dis t r ic t a t to rney 
Ken t was going to do in the Hotch-
kiss case. N o w wha t has he done? 
W h a t will he do? W h a t da re he do? 
S imply no th ing . W e said then it was 
ho t a i r . We say so s t i l l . 

To Debate 
O u r fe l low- townsman , a ' t o r n e y J . .1. 

M c C u i r e , will engage in a publ ic de­
bate In this c i ty , Wednesday , Septem­
ber 10, wi th J . W a n h o p e of New-
York , ass i s tan t ed i t o r of Wilsh i re ' s 
Magazine on some ques t ion of indus­
trial and polit ical economy, t h e defi­
nite subject of w h i c h , t o g e t h e r w i th 
ihe hall whore the deba te will take 
place, will be a n n o u u e e d la ter . If 
J e r ry d o n ' t d o w n his o p p o n e n t i t will 
be only because he may happen to get 
on t he wrong side of t he case. 

W e see by the J o u r n a l t ha t " B a b e " 
Reed got d r u n k in the T o m p k i n s 
coun ty ja i l , for which he received the 
l imit in the Monroe county peni ten­
t iary; b u t when Ward Fu lkerson got 
d r u n k in jail last year and furnished 
in toxicants to the o ther inmates , he 
d id no t get pun i shed lor the reason 
that he c la imed to have go t ten h is 
booze from the basement of the cour t 
house where a few ex t r a sessions 
were held by the c u n t y officials of 
T o m p k i n s c o u n t y . 

Alderman Leary and ^ 
His Two-Block Avenue 

A l d e r m a n Leary made a jackass ot 
h im-elf and his cons t i tuen t s when he 
changed the name of t he two-block 
Wheat St reet to an Avenue , and in­
stead of the beautiful emblem of the 
bread of life which once appeared on 
i t s s t ree t corners there will soon ap­
pea r t he c o m m e m o r a t i o n of a man 
w h o , whi le p res iden t of the Un i t ed 
S ta te s , done more than any o the r A m . 
cr ican pres ident to dep r ive the masses 
of the bread of life. H e was elected 
p r e s iden t by Bri t i sh money th rough a 
p r o m i s e of free t r a d e which would he 

A t a special mee t ing of the creek, 
park and dra inage commiss ion August 
10 to consider the ques t ion of assess 
tneuts for Six Mile c reek improve­
ments there were present Messrs. 
N e w m a n , S t . J o h n , Burd ick , Clapp 
Driscoll and T r e m a n . A general dis­
cussion ensued on the scheme hereto­
fore s u b m i t t e d by the cha i rman and 
city a t t o rney . C h a i r m a n St . J o h n re­
ported the previous schedule had been 
revised to iuclde all p roper t i es on State 
street be tween Cayuga and Geneva , 
wi th assessed va lua t ion a m o u n t i n g to 
sl70,000. Mr. C lapp upp ioved of the 
general plan of g r o u p i n g proper t i es in 
zones bu t suggested passing upon the 
proper t ies ind iv idua l ly as affording a 
more accurate and equ i tab le basis of 
assessment . Mr . T r e m a n advised the 
extens ion of the area t o be assessed 
and wou ld increase the ra te per foot 
frontage a b u t t i n g on the creek, sug­
ges t ing that the percentage assessment 
be on the basis of land values ra ther 
than improved values, o.' a combina­
tion of both. M r . Driscol l favored 
increased creek f ron t age ra t ea f assess 
m e n t and the es tab l i shment of two 
zones for percentage assessments . Mr . 
Burd ick suggested the appl icat ion of 
the frontage assessment on proper t ies 
immedia te ly adjacent to proper t ies 
a b u t t i u g on the creek as be ing expos­
ed to substant ia l ly the same danger 
M r . St . J o h n d e e m e J t h a t assessments 
based upon land values w o s l d be more 
equi tab le than on improved or assess­
ed va lua t ions . M r . N e w m a n favored 
combin ing land va lues w i th assessed 
valuat ions in fixing values f :>r the per­
centage assessment . O n motion of 
Mr. T r e m a n , resolved, tha t a schedule 
of assessments be prepared against 
proper t ies a b u t t i n g on Six Mile-creek 
easter ly from Cayuga s t r e e t , u p o n the 
basis of frontage and 25 per cent, ol 
the d ike wall , and on the same basi« 
from Meadow s t ree t wes ter ly . Car­
ried. By Mr . T r e m a * seconded by 
Mr. N e w m a n , resolved tha t the l imi ts 
of the area to be inc luded in the per­
centage assessment be ex tended as fol­
lows: Both sides of A u r o r a street 
nor th to the cen te r of Seneca, both 
sides of Tioga nor th to the center of 
Seneca, both sides of Cayuga nor th to 
the center of Seneca, bo th sides ot W 
Sta te be tween Cayuga and Geneva, 
nor th on Corn s t ree t t o Buffalo, thence 
on Buffalo to W a s h i n g t o n , thence on 
Wash ing ton to Cascadil la , thence west 
to the inlet. By M r . N e w m a n second­
ed by Mr . Clapp. resolved, tha t t w o 
competent real es ta te men be employ­
ed to appraise the actual land values of 
the proper t ies in t he d is t r ic t to he as­
sessed, and thereaf ter they and the ci­
ty assessor rev iew a n d revise t he 

A RHAPSODY 
Our street has got the '-bumest" name,— 

Though trees are nil, 'tis Linden; 
Our fathers named it Hazen Street, 

But Hazen's now Hazbinden. 

Some seem to th ink bad character 
By changing names to lose; 

But lindens still are basswood trees, 
And "booze" continues 4 booze." 

Now " L i n d e n " sounds so charmingly 
With liquid N 's and L, 

We must forget that basswoods are 
As buddy 'n ' buggy's—well— 

They say they ' re going to plant a tree, 
And basswood, in the gloam, 

Is good enough to lean against 
When "boozy" coming home. 
—One who appreciates the satire in 

the name. 

LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN. 

Last M o n d a y A n d r e w Toat was fin­
ed one dol lar each for ten cucumbers 
taken from Bradford A lmy ' s garden 
T h e quest ion of t i t le to the garden 
was not raised, N o w tha t deed has 
all the e lements of stealing, to-wit :— 
A poor , h u n g r y , ignoran t , friendless 
foreigner, an ex-mayor , and officials 
over zealous to p imp and pander to 
no to r i e ty . 

P o o r A n d r e w Toa t ' s name was pub­
lished, b u t t he name of the man wi th 
a l i t t le money w h o tapped the ci ty 's 
water mains and unlawful ly app rop r i ­
ated the wate r was not publ ished and 
the affair has been hushed up 

Section 6ol a, s u b d i v . 3 of the pen­
al code of the s la te of N e w Y o r k : — 
'Makes or causes to be made any con­

nection by means of p ipe , condu i t or 
o therwise wi th the wa te r main or ser­
vice pipe of any person, corpora t ion 
or company fu rn i sh ing wate r to con­
sumers , in such m a n n e r as to take 
water from said main o r service pipe 
wi thou t its passing t h r o u g h t h e met­
er or o ther i n s t rumen t provided foi 
regis ter ing or measur ing the a m o u n t 
or q u a n t i t y of wa te r taken from said 
m i i n or service p ipe , is gui l ty of a 
misdemeanor . " 

Since the d is t r ic t a t t o rney is so bu­
sy shak ing hands for a l iving, M r . 
Cobb, we ask you if you will see that 
tha t section of the penal code is en­
forced. 

State Convention Here} 

E D I T O R O F I N D E P E N D E N T : — 

The editor of the Ithaca Chronicle has 
always treated your paper with silent 
contempt till now when he characterize? 
you as a "ban t am. " 

You see you can ' t rise to his plane of 
thought in boosting the city to the high­
est pinnacle of fame. 

Of course, the editor does not pay very 
heavy taxes but that makes no difference 
so long as he can spend the money for 
improvements. 

An editor who can associate with a 
Cougressman is certainly more eminent 
than one who associates with only the 
common people. 

I knew that you would be taken down 
in your pride just as you were swelled up 
with importance and now it has come 
and by one of the "city fathers" whose 
civic extravagance you have denounced. 

Instead of being a bantam, I thought 
you was at least a middle-weight cham­
pion, but now that your status is fixed 
we will know where to find you. 

Of course, the editor of the Chronicle 
is not a very heavy weight but that 
makes no difference so long as he is do 
ing our work satisfactorily. 

If you had been more pliable to our 
wishes you might now occupy an exalted 
position. 

But keep right on doing the work of 
the people and if you do not get your re­
ward here you can be cheered by the 
thought that they will erect a nice monu­
ment to you—after you are dead. 

I see that Pat Conley is going to "lick 
you, too. You forget that he belongs to 
a fighting family. 

There used to be a little ditty: 
" I thaca has a slugger, 
Mike Conley is his name; 
He never gets full on Saturday night 
But he gets there just the same." 

If he should hold you under a pile-dri­
ver a few minutes, he might keep jou 
still. 

A G E N T L E M A N . 

SYSTEM BORN OF GREED, t 
.* ^- » 

Monopoly Is the Inevitable Outgrowth* 
of Competition. 

I t is proverbial tha t the t ree 1» 
known by its fruit. Then w h a t a r e 
the fruits of this upas t ree of compe­
tition which has flourished so lux­
uriant ly for ages? Concentrat ion o r 
weal th and power for the few, indus­
trial bondage, Indigence and pover ty 
for the multi tude, churches and child 
labor, prisons and paupers , t rus t s a n d 
t ramps , empires, ruins and ashes. 

Life in the competi t ive s t ruggle of 
today Is like a game of chance l a 
which many mus t lose In order t h a t ft 
few may win. I t Is mathemat ica l ly 
certain tha t the few can gain only 
t h a t the many lose. Such a sys tem c a n 
lead only to the concentration o f 
weal th ou the one hand and pover ty 
on the other. Such a system, be ing 
founded on Injustice, carr ies wi th in i t ­
self the seeds of its own destruct ion. 
Hence, in obedience to na tu ra l law, 
all the empires of history have passed 
away . 

Like causes will produce like effects 
In any nation on the ear th . Ei ther j u s ­
tice must t r iumph over greed or the-
fate of modern nat ions may be t ru ly 
read in the history of the past . U n ­
d e r such conditions there is no midd le 
gtound. T h e law of competit ion I s 
relentlessly cruel. It is embodied in t h e 
idiom, "Every man for himself, a n d 
the devil t ake t h e hindmost ." E i t h e r 
you must be an exploiter or be ex ­
ploited. On the field of compet i t ive 
commercialism you mus t go down l a 
defeat or march to victory over t h e 
prostrate bodies of your vanquished 
competitors. This vile s t ruggle for t h e 
loaves and fishes is not suggested b y 
any religion. It is absolutely an t i ­
christ. Born of greed, it is the very e s ­
sence of concentrated selfishness, a n d 
civilization can never be realized un­
til this competit ive struggle for ex ­
istence is supplanted by co-operation. 
Under capital ism the job owns t h e 
man. Under Socialism the man o w n s 
the 1ob. 

WHAT SOCIALISTS WANT. 

A t t o r n e y M u r r a y E . Poole , s ta te 
c o m m i t t e e m a n from,, this d is t r ic t , is 
mak ing a s t r enuous effort to secure 
the s ta te convent ion of the Indepen­
dence P a r t y for this c i ty . He has ad­
dressed several le t ters to members ol 
the state commi t t ee u r g i n g them to 
come to I thaca , and he believes he 
will be successful. I t is said Mr. 
Poole will l>e a candida te for some 
impor t an t office in the Independen t 
par ;y . M r . Poole is perfectly compe­
t en t to fill any of the s ta te offices, 
having g radua ted from Cornel l in 1880 
with the degree of A. B., and having 
heretofore been elected to impor t an t 
offices as well as hav ing received the 
a p p o i n t m e n t of special county j u d g e 
from governor Hil l . T h e m a n y in 
ihis ci ty w h o m Mr. Poole has often 
befriended will be pleased to see the 
Independence League confer any hon­
or wi th in the i r power upon ou r fellow 
' i t i z e n , and it will be sure to call an 
imrehsed vote for that pa r t ) in I thaca 
and T o m p k i n s coun ty . 

F O B K E N T . — S i x pleasant rooms, 
ci tv water , toi let , f i t) if rented at 
once. W. T. K E L L O < ; < ; , 522 \V. S ta te 
St . I thaca phone 408-x. 

M R . E D I T O R : — 

When Mr. Crandall was city engineer 
and surveyor he did all the work and 
furnished his own help, figufed out the 
assessments to be made on abutting prop­
erty, and his bills amounted to about $30 
a mouth oo an average. Now, since we 
have economy, Stewart has two Cornell 
men at $30 a week so we are told, and he 
gets $ 100 a month, and he wants some 
one to figure assessments. Crandall can 
do more in one day than that trio can iu 
one week. Tha t is why his bills are so 
small. But some people have to have 
pets, you know. The city pays the bills. 
It is only $190 per month more and only 
four months longer when that pair will 
have a much needed rest. 

♦ # * 

Disgusted. 

Collective Ownership of the Means of 
Product ion. 

The work of the world is done today 
with wonderfully productive machines . 
The locomotive docs as much each 
hour as the ox team in a month. T h e 
child tending modern looms weaves 
miles where the hand loom w o v e 
yards . The s team thrasher tu rns out 
carloads where the flail thrashed bush­
els. 

Society is divided into two classes b y 
these machines—those who own a n d 
those who do not own thoai. 

The owners do not need to work . 
They may be w a r d s of a court, in­
fants, insane, in prison, yet thei r in­
come flows in because of the exis tence 
of another class tha t owns nothing. 

The uonowners cannot live unless^ 
they use the privately owned ma­
chines. They cannot even set foot on 
the ear th without using the land of 
the owners . 

For the chance to use the land a n d 
machines long enough each day to pro­
duce his subsistence the propertyless 
worker must agree to keep on produc­
ing wealth all day. 

The portion of his product which h e 
is allowed to keep is called wages. All 
of the remainder is kept by the owne r s 
as rent, interest and profits. 

Since the owners perform uo^noces-
sary function, the Socialists in?!: t t ha t 
there is no reason why Vic workers 
should not appoint the slate as the i r 
agent to hold the titles to the proper ty 
which they must use, jus t as the cap­
italists now appoint banks, corpora­
tions and t rus t companies for t ha t pur­
pose. 

The workers can do this by mak ing 
use of their overwhelming numbers t o 
gain control of the government. They 
would then t ransfer the title from t h e 
present idle owners to the work ing 
class controlled government. 

Unlike present private ownership, 
the collective ownership to be estab­
lished will be inclusive, not exclusive. 
None will he shut out from ownership . 
All will be owners and all will be 
users, and the whole product will go to-
the producers. 

This is wha t the Socialist pa r ty is-
seeking to accomplish. 

The Watchword. 
Are you a man of faith, and do yon 

believe in the power of the organiza­
tion of the many to overthrow the pow­
er of the organization of the fewl 
The watchword of this ape of com­
bination is uni te or perish.—Rev. T. W. 
Woodrow. 

Socialism Defined. 
A theory of civil polity tha t a ims to-

Small Boy—Say, mister, dere 's a sign secure the reconstruction of society, 
in yore winder readln* "Boy Wanted ." j increase of wealth and a more equal 
Wot kind uv a boy does youse mean? I distribution of the products of labor 
Merchant—A nice quiet boy tha t through the public collective owner-
doesn't use naughty words, smoke cig-' ship of land and capital, as distin-
ftiettes, whist le around the office, p l ay ' ffulaned from property, and the pub-
. . . . . . . . . . o m * n -D^T. I He collective management of all in-
tricks or get Into mischief. Small Boy ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ,. ^ ^ 
- O w a n ! l o u s e don t w a n t ™ boy; j wrAl t o h l g d e € d s / . _ s t a n d a r d D l c . 
youse w a n t s a girl. See?—Chicago 
News. 

t lonary. 
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