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P U B L I S H E D A T AUBURN, N. Y., ! first produced, on the " first day . " Rut 

i s ths Basement Rooms of the M B. Church, h ° * could light be created. three days be. 
^ o U a ™ . * , ™ o j fore the sun ? Th i s luminary, according 

to the same hypothesis, was not created, 

and " reads the glorious.' visions of tiie ic'.* eye the operations of their minds, and I " O'er whose a* -ips-walked thus* blessed feet, | assist in the administration of the Lord's t o b i l t h i s . i t ia the court of uppt-:.! :'-r ull 
(•skit-si and to the musid of tbe rolling ,the onuses .which concurred to make them I W-WieU «i*b«»» bundled year*ajro wereuailed,' s U ( ) | „ T # ' | 'a obviate as far us possible the our private members. Now in view of all 

W M . J, M O S E S , P R I N T E R . 

is devoted 10 Ciinilv reailiii;; end to iiii<-!ler timl and re 
ligiou* [>ri>t»r»>»s. The n*** il«|«rlin« uc^ to wbirh a 
rlne prop H-!IOH j>f tlie-j>i|>*r is tu lie a|n>r'>pn»!«-<l, K l | | 
present the latest and most tmfwrtaiw i ionwW mull*. 
K«ace. Our object in to make the Advocnt* one of ilia 

i, beat auJ cheapest family new »|Ktpt-r» in the country. 

T E R M S ! -^TSV71> ■ illarfl in ailvnnre. Adv.nire imy 
, jiraiaotiug more the iut<?r<*ts of lli* pap'-r, ami sri-uring 

THE PAPKR — Tti» Northern Chnrtinn Aiivoc.te or formed, till the 4th day . ' W e shall ex. 
plain the 4th day 's work in its proper 
place, but to suppose that solar light was 
called forth three days before the forjua-
tion of the sun itself, is a paradox that has 
given abundant perplejcity~to those'who 
have adopted it.. The most plausible 

us a^ainat ioi«, we trust that I'nanJx will be willing to method of escape from this difficulty has 
abide by th« term*. Two d-lUrs is but a small sum t , ^ , , t o s u , , p o y 0 t n 8 t t h e m a 8 8 c o m p o s i n g 
for each to p;tv, while to in, withottiiTS, it is an uii|4rt- , ■ ' . 
•nt item. Payment May. t ««i months, $2 50 wiH be t n e present sun was abstracted from cha-
ekarged, one ve»r, »3 00. No |>ap«r will be dist-oiitin- os, and I oca ted in the center of our solar 
ued on.il Ml ar rearage , are paid, onty, at the opoon of t e m o n t h e first d a y , w h e n c e i t s h e d 
the publishers. . ' . / ' . 

«.«„-,.^.,»—^„ , .., . . * . . . . ' a n »nipertect itfht, sufficient to distinguish 
P O S T M A S T E R . — We are indebted to the kind- , . J A

 8 . ' ■ , , . i . . J . k . 4 
n«»of poatmalliera^SSiirrti'or.. They are author-; between day and night, until the 4 > (Jay, 
ia«d by the regulations of the Poet Office Department, j w h e n i t W a s C o m p l e t e l y f o r m e d . T h u s 
to forward money, either in Brf», GoW or Silver, t ^ M i l t o n h j t f j ^ m i ^ , l , e h y p o t h e s i s W i t h 
editor* of papera, tree el postage. Do you wflhUo sub- 1 ' . ' . 

— ••r tbefor this paper 1 Your neareit postmaster wilt j Verse : / 
■ " Let there be light, said God^snd forthwith 

light • ' • % - . 
Etheria.l, first of things, qufntescence pure, 
Sprang from the deep; and from her native east 
To journey through the aery gloom began, 
Sphered in a radiant cloud, for vet the SUA ' 
Was* not; he in a cloudy tabernacle 
Sojourned the while."* -

But how could the light be pronounced 
" GOOD," which certainly implies that it 
was complete, both in its.kind and its adap­
tations, while as " y e t the sun ^ a s no t ! " 
and while at best the light itself was but 
dim, and a haze*sti!l hung over ouf infant 
planet? W e need mote than a poet's-li­
cense to authorize the supposition. 

tkeerfullv order the paper for you. 

L I A B I L I T I E S . — The lsw« declare that any person 
to whom a periodical n aent, i* re»pon^ibh> for payment, 
if he ree.eirea the paper, or make* use of it, even if he 
hat never subaeribed for it, or has ordered it to be stop­
ped. Hi* duty in such ftcaae is not to take the paper 

- from the oftW, but to notify i h l publisher" thai ha does 
aot wish for it. . ' 

t t ^ " - A l l communications, eitheroij business or for 
publication, must be addresaedto Rev. Nelson Rounds, 
editor, postage* paid. 
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TaPMnrpani. fipi^psis;, Our i5ea oC the first da'y's w^rk will be 
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U C T U K B VII.—CSOLOO-V.AND SCBIFTURK. 
m u The 8p1rit of God pervaded the'waters"—FIRST 

DAT'S WOSK—Import of'the fiat, " Let there 
be light." ' , 
W e have seen that the surface ot ttie 

earth, immediately prior to the first dem­
iurgic day, was in a - s t a t e of disorder, 

•owing, i l l 'part , to the- undue prevalence 
. of the waters 'of the ocean ever, the dry 

land. T n e atmosphere, too, -whatever it 
was, was wholly unsuited to meet the pros, 
pective ends of Creative goodness. y Phe 
(bur grand defects enumerated in the 4th 
lecfHre inust be removed. T i e second of 
these the d&rkneit which hung over the 
water*—was obviated on the J* first day ," 

- and of this we shall treat in the t present 
t a r e . > - s 

reparatory to any transforming man-
te, it Is recorded in the 2J verse that ( 

*'ill© Spirit of God moved upon the face 
of the .waters ." T o elicit the real import 
of this statement has furnistTed comme'B. j 
tators with abundance of conjectural em-
ployment. Some suppose the Third Pe r 
son ia the adorable Trinity ia here brought 
to view, a n d quote the parallel passage, 
( P s . i x i i i i . <Jyf ** By the word.of Jehovah 
the heavens were made ; and all the host 

—of them by-ther breathy or tprrit, of his 
n W t h . " Bu t the phrase, " sp i r i t of his 
n o u t h , " ' m a y signify .nothing more than 
the energy of his word. It i* true, it 
would make a good doctrinal sense to sup-
pose the Hnly"S|urit is here intended, but 
this sense is, to say the leastr too dubious 

' the doctrine of three persons in the God> 
head—a doclrlneToo clearTy^ub3taiiti5ted 
by other portions of Scripture to requir% 
the aid of any doubtful testimony. As 
the Hebrew word roooA,5 sometimes (like 
the Greek pnettma) m^ans wind, so some 
have rendered it " the wind of God," mean-

It is an important consideration in our 
favor that Uhe^sTiTwtantive verb hat/oh, 
translated " t o be," (in the fiat'^T^VtTiere" 
be light,") is altogether another word from 
tyWB> to create. It has the same latitude 
of meaning as our English verb to 6*,and' 
of the greek ginomai, and the Lat in sum, 

. , M . , ^ . , and is used to express existence, ei ther ab-
j a g thereby a mtghtyorjreat wind. O.h . - g o l u t c , r i n o f i f 8 p 0 a . i l i le 'eowli -
. e r a W ^ i p p o s e d it to reTer to some suMe t i o n 9 T f a e wQfd J n i b j i o f l e c t e d f o r m 8 i s 
fimd, and Mr. Exley interprets it as detio- t r R 0 S , a t e d b g u c h w o r d s a r t h e f o l l o w i n g t 
t i ag laa efacfnr movement. Most probaWj- ^ ^ ^ fe ^ ^ pMte^ ^ p r o d ^ to 

l i n e ex. 
tent of the ent i re 6 days',work'. If we 
suppose the entire universe, «?''only our 
solar system, to have been^created a^id 
formed in the 6 demiurgic., days, we must 
suppose t.he work of the first day to refer 
to ihq rtrgminti of th,« solar luminary. Dr. 
A. Clark s a y s ; " I suppose the whole so­
lar system was created at-this t ime' ' ; and 
proceeds to* give a ^ b u l a r VieV of our 
system and its leading phenomena, with 
a view to -a scientific exposition of the' 
fr.days' work. . B u t on what authority j 
docs'he advance this supposition? T h e ! 
answer i s«ot difficult—-on the authority "6f< 
popular o | in ion . T h e sa'cred text fur. 
nishes no ground for such a belief. Mo­
ses is .speaking expressly and exclusively 
of oiw* globe, not of the^eolar system,'or 
of the sun, or of, any distant portion of 
the universe. I t was The earth that was*| 
" waste and desolate"; it was the-dearth 

r-and enveKJp*-}-^ 
ed in " darkness*'; it was in reference_to 
our planet that the d,ays and nights-were 
not well distinpuislied: it was upon the 
waters encompassing the earth that the 
a spirit of God moved"; the aVtenUon of 
the author—the whole scope of the pas­
sage-—is confined to our globe, and hence, 
whatever_is said must be supposed to a p. 
ply to our own sphere. J t was, then, not 
the orbs of our solar system fa general, 
much less the astral spncesHBut "bur own 
planet, that was to be illuminated. T h e 
meaning of the fiat, ** Let there be l ight," 
therefore, is, " Let light be caused to shine 
upon the surface of our earth'^—the only 
j>lacj^ where the darkness wag said to rest. 

spheres intejligentjy l istens." H e 4Hjuiit* 
the star*, calls the planets by name, de­
termines their magnitudes, and the peri-, 
oda of their revolutions. He measirres, 
the sun, ascertains his distance from our 
earth, and the, influence ha exerts over 

cross. ...u . .i . ^ " ~.i \ "i"~ *■"':." | for our advantage, lo the biuer 
what tliey* were, that we uuy lear«, u ; V «....v....^,»«. «. ...» ..«— , - . — =.. r t . .j - ^. - .-»,.-, .^-.- .« «-. »crn mt> uw 
possible, how much they wer4 indebted i ^ u t e s P e c i a " y '* mental culture important «*fet ieswith die ordinances. tln>»e twt Ive presitlijiig otli':er fehould i>c a man t>f «-xp«. 
f*. . — » I- ' — - - - I . I - « - * i 1* r i l l I m l l u i u m a i u I V I A . • ^ . ■ k / . u . > o u i k M . . 1 . . . . 1 - . » — . . — -* 

difficulties of the case, and supply all the, ftjese facts, »t-is ea>y to b»j >.een that liia. 

for-their enviable reputation to genius, ed­
ucation, or religion. Ry this means we. 
shall be able also to determine, whether 
the foundation of their irrealness waylaid 

and indispensable to those who wwh to 
rise to dutinct ion and ustfukiess in the 
world. 

Tha t man is an enthusiast, who in 
the heavenly bod.es. Descending again Tin any thing extraordinary in their » n g . ' t h e - e d a>' 9 «**l»«cts distinetion, or even 
to earth, he " with the thunder talks as ! mal constitution, or peculiar in U»fi.disci- ; »"cce». «« *n.v of the professions, wiUiout 
friend to friend," or like a Franklin, draws ! plme of the mind, or what element in their t , i e ' ' e e? r e e o f u**tul improvement which 
the b reaming Ughtning from the cloud, I private character had most to do w"ith Wl11 P t a c e him in advance, of Hie intelh. 
and makes it subservient to his wishes.— ; the.r public success. Tltu>, by having a P e n c e o f t h « * 8 e H e w h o , » U o r ! ' ! o r «"« 
Who can seV IJOUIV* to the exercise of' critical acquaintance with an assemblage l ' u b , , c S 0 0 " ' n , t i s t k e e P , n advance of 
his intellect? l i e has already passed the ' of the greatest and best men who ever l h o s e f o r w h o 8 e ? u o d l , e l a b o r 9 ' o r h e Wl11 

bounds which have hitherto l»een set to honored the world with their existence, n n d himself cramped and ^cireumserihed 
him, and " left laging behind the swiftest \ we may select the best traits of charac-
numbers.' ' He ransacks earth and hell j ter from each, and form otjr own upon the 
in quest of knowledge, and still isunsatis- ' most perfect model, 
fied with his at tainments. He seeks a new ' Mueli, however, depends upon our se-

in his operations, if not conipelted finally 

elders were placed ia as nuiuy distr icts , . rience.-of letters, of re>pectal>le thetdogi. 
with iiulructions to go from charge* to ral at tainment?, well acquainted vtith the 

'charge, and to perfoiu) as occasion might D.»ci|>lme of the Church, and with pur-
rt«|iiire, the peculiar servict s ci.»tem|dattd hai ixntary u.Migt—tiie usage tlmt coin-
iti their appointment. Tt is very possible ntonly governs deltueiutive bodies. It is, 
that; at first, the arraiig<-ment \vas design- perhaps, not too much to say, that ihese 
ed to answer only a temporary purpose; . are qualifications winch it would be hard-
it being presumed that, when a sufficient 1v reasonable to ex p«ct in all of the p: each, 
number of elders were uidaiued, this sp^- ers to wlymi is cot. tided the i l a rge of c i r . 
cial provision wotrld'be no longer needed, cuits or stations. There might he sever. 
tint tlte operation of the plan soon con- al such in each district, who would do 
vineed " our fiilhers'' that an office of th ;s well without foreign aid ; but the preeump. 

. kind might be made permanently useful to ' tion is, that nmuy would be quite uit|>ie-
to retire from public life, by the suj.e- t | ,e ' Church. Accordinulv, in the very pared to meet the v a m n g exigencies lhat 

j r io r intelligenpe and enterprise of t̂fi*̂  { n ( , x t smnuul minutes^ I tluiik, Hie adjunct ( would he likely to Vise. Besides, the 
age. T h e young man wild intends lo j presiding was attached to the office ; and. pre.icher in charge might, in some cases. 

world to explore. Again he'trn^ets upward ; lection>of books. T h e world is full o f | e n . e r puolio '«e, and looks forward to , a t t | , e > a m e | j ,„ e f its duties were much , find himself in a very awkward predica. 
—nay, ambition gives him wings and be ; tnish ; and a man n»ay read his life-timel * l ° n g course of public usefulness, should 1 l u u r e specifically deUnetr1; .differing not < ment us president of the quarterly confer-

y thing worth reluin-1 fix m 8 » t a n d a r d m g h » n n < 1 h>» criterii>n | V t r v miitcrialh flies upward, thsoughstars and suns, undaz- ' without finding any 0 

z leda t the sight, and gazes upon the etelt | ing, unless his selections are made with | l * o u J d n o 1 ' b e t h e requirements of thfw 
nal throne. He searches far back into taste, and discernment. The re is some ! L,a8t» o r present, but the wants of thFl 
the awful depths of Deity, and even at- ■ difference of opinion with respect to who 
tempts, with finite mind, to 'comprehend ,' are the best authors, in the departments 
the Infinite. ' o f history, philosophy, and general sci-

But, however susceptible of improve­
ment the mental powers may be, it cannot 
be effected without an effort.-

ence ; and it would be presumptuous for 
me to attempt to settle Hie question.— 
There is, however, one book which I will 

"Knowledge and fame are gained not by surpr ise^" 8 " 1 * ' a " d strongly Recommend to the at-
He that would win must'labor lor the piize.,: i tention of all who are seeking for human 
It is giveiVto but few to say in reference'' o r d i v i » * e™dit'<>«- «« « »■■***>* *h ich 
to literary pursuits, as was said by a eer 

■tain general, "vent, vidi, vici" We have 
■every thing to leafn, and must conquer 
our. ignorance by persevering application. 
T h e unimproved mind is vacaTit; it must 
be furnished with the materials of thought, [ 
and taught the ar t of analysis and ar­
rangement. 
• T h e cultivation o&the mind will keep 

pace.'nnt with the wdvantageiywf phisPAl, 

th! 
or present, but the wants of 

future : he should inquire what • attain­
ments may be necessary* to serve the m a t 
generation, and fix' his a im accordingly. 

These remarks are true- of the gospel 
minister^ 1 do not say he should wait in 
every case, until Jie ha* acquired all this 
amount of knowledge", before he engages 
in his ministerial work—butal l this should 
be embraced in his designs, and plan* of 

future improvement, and he should never 

bu,t with the . improvement we make, of 
them. Some who have possessed every 
advantage necessary, had they been -im­
proved, to smooth their way up t to •the 
k> topmost pinnacle of fame's dread moun­
ta in ," have nevertheless neglected the 
cultivation of the mind, p&ustitutgd the 
powers of the soul to the worst of p u r p o -

all the advantages that seemed necessary 
l o ensure success in literary pursui ts ; 
they appeared destined 

"To blush unseen, 
Aad waste their fragrance ia the desert afr;" 

we cannot fully comprehend the nature 
the allusion, but it seems more consonant 
with the nature of the case, and the mean­
ing of * the words employed, to read it, 
" And the divine energy hovered opon the 
waters . ' '* T h e word rahap, translated 
mooed, denote a fresm/ou* morion, as of a 
fowl cherishing her young. It is hence 
that many nave fancied fhe act of incubu-
tion\ toi be here in^gnded, or something 
analogous to. it. jar WA. Clark thinks that 

* , t this t ime the Spirit of'God*' ^P'^-Jfn'^ and " w U was" : i f rna ture? These 
ted the particles of matter with an animal 
and vegetable vitality, so that from the 

-waters was brought fourth the moving 
creature that hath life," Aic , (v*r. 2 0 ^ 
Prof. S tewar t advances the same doctrine. 
Milton has expressed the idea of the origi-1 

- s a l beautifully: 

transpire, make, do, become, Ate: *' Let 
there arise light," viz., upon the surface of 
the earth, the place to which the scope of 
the passage confines our al tention. 

But 1f the sun was already created, and 
had been-for ages pouring a gold flood of 
light throughouftlie planetary spaces, and j1 

but by a diligent improvement of time, 
and what small a ids they might possess, 
they have gradually risen above their em. 
barrassment,"emerged, trom their obscuru 
ty, advanced step by ste"p fjrom one~de=-
gree of elevation to another, until they 
have occupied places of the greatest dis . 
tinctioh—guided the counsels of the S ta te 
-—thundered in the fprum—or filled the 
sacred desk with heavenly eloquence. 

A thorough education is within the 
reach of every industrious young* man of 
common capaci ty . I c a r e not how: poor 
he i s ; if he is industrious and persever­
ing, his efforts will be'crowned with suc­
cess, and he may load his brow with lite* 

Tary honors: It should be the object, the 
first object, so far a s this world is con. 
cernedY with every youngs man who comes 
upon the stage of life in these days, to 
discipline and strengthen the intellect, 
and enlarge the boundaries of mental 
vision. And be should not suppose a. 
smattering, of a few of the branches of 
an English education will answer his pur­
pose. If be possesses nothing more than 
a superficial knowledge of philosophy, 

i grammar, and the lower branches of math­
ematics, as the foundation, the superstruc­
ture cannot be otherwise than insignifi-
cant. H e should approach e^pry invi-
ting prospect, en ter every door which the 
field of science presents, and "seek and 
intermeddle with all wisdom." 

T h e ancient languages, especially the 
.had actually illuminated our earth during 
u n t o l d ' p ^ r t o d s : r n * ^ 
be dart 
to the first day * 

over the waters prior 
Wherrce arose Inisdaxk 

questions natural ly arise, but I must pre-
inonish you that I am not Obligated by the 
argument to answer-^hem. Ilevelatioh-

" -Thou- from the first 
Wart present, and with mighty wings outspread, 
Dove-like, sat'si brooding on u>e vast abyss, 

tit pregoant.": 

ology does not contradict it, and this is 
all I am bound, in strictness, to s+rqw..— 
I shall not, however, avoid the task of a 
reply, as far as I feel authorized to a t t e m p t 
a reply. But first of all I wish to call 
attention to the singular fact tha t the ge-

_ j ological period, answering to tjie t ime im-
"~ButThis" notion of an ' incubat ion, and an •mediately preceding the 6 days of Moses, 

.mnregMtjon.of matter, is aU fancy work. \ does afford negative proof of da rkness ; 
I cannot see that the words import m o r e l i . e. it does not afford proof of light. It 

a?^*t»^v*y fact of such darkness, and ge- iTat ient . invest igat ing hatfit, whicbiis very 

God is represented here as being visible to j ic e|>ochs anterior to that, we should be 
these celestial spectators. Possibly there , forced to infer the existence of light, or 
might have appeared %6me extraordinary j reject the science. But, a s we have be 

has had the suffrages of the wrsestand ■ ■ ■ * . , . 
best men of all ages and places, a n / h a s | W*!*"? his s tudies i f health remains un. 
done more to form the intellectual and j \l]Jc^^!°_.^ae t h e r a I f l t b e * d d e d * 
jnoru\ eharaetei1 eT the wwrld thaw all oth 
er boqks in, existence. It is the bible:—' 
This hook is without a parallel; its place 
can be-: supplied by no o the r ; it s tands 
alone in its glorious preeminence. It 
has aii. important connection with ull 
branches of moral and intellectual culture, 
ar\5 may" be sllldled fof a VaHetV Of pUT-

l io rb^nfe tBrn i ty . 
T h e importance-'of mental culture is 

also seen in the superiority of mental, over 
physical power ; of the fruits of genius 
oyer the moat stupen'dews-monumeats 'ef 
art.* - ' ''*•;■ . 

T h e time may come when the ' pyra-
mide af P g y p t will no longer reminff th 

y from the duties IJOW a t - j e n c e : as for instance, should a n a p p t a l be 
tnched to the oflice, as specified in thecx- made to (hut IKKIV, he might be officially 
isting form of Discipline. ! obliged to judge .of his own decisions ia 

Tlius, on whatever branch of the Meth- i the court below, 
odistic ecmiomy we fix our attention,.we : Ttfere is \ t t another view in which the 
find accumulated evidence that the whole ' office under cpn side rat ion' may be constd. 
is the creature of Providence. And, :< red of vital importance to the M. E . 
though not exactly pertinent to the present I Church. It tends to unity and harmony 
train of observation, I can hardly forbear { of administration. This is essential to the 
to remark that there is a striking coinci- ' efficiency of any social or religious com-
dence between the manner in which the ' pact. Disunion is always an element of 
office of class.leader and that of Presid. ! weakness. In exact proportion as it pre-
ing Elder were first created in the Meth> ' vails will the energies of the corporation 
odist 'Connection.- One fufther prelimi. | be enleehled and diminished. One g r e a t ' 
nary remaik, and I jn'ill proceed to the | reason, why our communion has been en-
m»r«. ■irooediitip nhtect of t lusnrl icle . It tallied to exert such a wide and salutary 
has often occurred td me, lhou«h I do not j influence upon Hie million* of uui tuunl i t« 

■ret'olh-ct to have met w ith the thought j men doubtless is, we have acted as a unit, 
elsewhere,,that the Presiding Elder should 
l»e forjnstly set apart by the imposition of 

traveller of.her former gceatness ; but tin 
fame of Greece will remain undiminished^ 
perpetuated by the products of- her ge. 

.poses. It may be studied for its history. 
,Its records are more ancient and authen-
Yic' than those of any other history ex- . . . . 
tant. Where others deal in 6ction, or j »»»•• ? » a t things have been accoin-
present their own absurd and baseless the- j P ' , 9 n e d b? , h e Pnwcr of arms—greater by 

the power of intellect. Bonaparte in a 
thort tune conquered most of Europe, and 

lands, as much so as the Bishop himself, 
Each is only an officer in the same order, 
nnd fur p;""»Hrty « ^ " » " " >«.«.»..»î  ihnt [ 

ories, -the bible presents facts of indubita 
14e credibility. As we peruse its venera­
ble pages, we obtain a concise view of astonished the world with the sjilendor of 

High ruling in tKe kingdoms of men, and ! 
giving them to whomsoever he wilt. ~» 

It may be studied for its l i terature.— 
As it is .the oldest, so it is the most learn-
ed book in ex i s t ence .—I t is interwo>eii 
wrth-the entire circle of the sciences.- ' I t 
contains a synopsis of the learning of the 
ancient world. Its allusions a re so nu­
merous to sciences the most exalted and 
useful, and ar ts the most difficult and or­
namental, as almost to merit the appella­
tion "encyclopedia." This is the case 
especially with the Old Testament , inso. 
much that the commentator can make 
but little progress in his work, unless he 
has drunk deeply a t the fountains of ori­
ental knowledge. 
— f t may be studied for its s tyle .—Where 
else do we find style so concise and yet 
so fuKj so simple and* yet so e n e r g e t i c — | 
Its composition abounds with parables the 
most beautiful, similes the roost exact, and 
all kinds of imagery of the most rich and 
glowing character . I ts energy of thought, 
sublimity, pathos and fire, place it beyond 
the reach of all human compositions.— 
Those who wish to excel in eloquence, or 
poetry, cannot do better than to take their 
lessons from the bible.— L«*t them sit at 

Greek and Lat in , from which'-much of 

the feet of David, Job, and Isaiah, and 
catch the holy inspiration which swelled 
their bosoms, and gave such impassioned 
eloquence to theit s trains. . 

F.nally, it livty he-studied for its the­
ology and" religion. Here is its erown-
ing benefit. It is our only source of di 
vine knowledge. • This fact is proved J>y 

field to be explored, grand and delightful 
in its' prospects, and rich and varied in its 
sources of knowledge. The. study of 
these languages not only assists us in ob­
taining a more perfect knowledge of our 
qwn, but" it t r ams the mind^—gives it a 

hhr^has not reflected its divine rays , the 
world is and ai wavs has been in the gross-
est ignorance, respecting the character of 
the true God—and 2d,' where the ligftt of 
divine revelation has shone with the great-' 
est splendor, and the minds of men have 
been mast illumined and strengthened by 

favorable to "general improvement. Be- : it, the thoughts and pens ef t'ae -most 
sides this, they furnish tis with the key to profound have not been able to develope 
the ancient world, by the power of which ; a single new attr ibute of Deity, or any 
we may enter, and become conversant , principle in his religion or government 
with the giant intellects of Greece and beyond w'*hat is revealed in the Bible. Its 
Rome, while we a re made acquainted descriptions of God and eternity, the plan 
with the religion, laws and ciistosns of of salvation, heaven and hell, are all wor-

| lite world of antiquity. ; thy of the r subjects and their grea^t origin-
A connected course of historical read- i al. It gives us a correct .view of three 

ing should also be pursued . by all who [ worlds,«nd furrtisneB aUbJJHUB fuf llW most j 

empire he erected and cemented with the 
blood of millions has fallen into its origin­
al parts. Not so with Luther. By the 

of them° T h e ancien t : kingdoms." Nine' I , i a n t . c a « e r e n d e d i n ^ A n e n * and the 
veh, Jerusalem, and Babylon, and the ex­
tended empires of the Pharaohs, Nebuchad. 
nezzar, Alexander,* and.Caesar, p a s s ^ n . . . . . . - - . , 
review before us, and we b e h o l d ' ^ e i l J S f ^ f S S t S f , b w T̂* h e a ^ ° k e t h

J
e

L
w o r , d 

' nwm its sleep of ten centuries, and his in-
fluenr* .wiir be felt until the spir i tual 
brightness of the Christ ian Church shall 
be lost amid the superiors splendors of mil-
IIMVUI glory 

T h e greatest events of antiquity would 
long siQ^e.have passed from the memory 
of man, but for the immortality given 
them by tbe literature of the eastern 
world. They have been recorded in his* 
tory, sung by poets, and celebrated in 
classic story, until they a re as familiar as 
the alphabet, and immortal as the off­
spring of human genius. Should the pe­
riod ever arrive when the Brit ish Empire 
shall share the fate of the Roman, her *r-
mies be disbanded, and her fleets scattered 
and sank to the bottom of the uetL, her 
literature will, still live, and her gifted 
sons with their literary productions, will 
be remembered - with admira t ion in all 
coming time. 
* T h e time may come in the history of 
our own country, when the bond existing 
between these United States will be dis-
solveuTtk*. country agitated with intestine 
wars ;'different portions erected into in­
dependent 'sovereignties, and the mono, 
ment a raised to perpetuate the memory 
of the events and actors of the revolution, 
demolished and forgotten ; but Franklin 
-will never be forgotten ; and all who have 
devoted their powerful talents t o literary 
pursuits will be identified with their philo­
sophical discoveries down to the remotest 
generations. 

Finally, the iiiqiortance of w r n l a l im-

we have moved on in 'a solid unbroken 
phalanx. T o the attainment and perpeU. 
u a t o n of this union, the office of Presid­
ing Elder has contributed its full share'.— 
■If the administration of Church discipline 

would ordain the one would I ordain the I were wholly confined within the limits ot 
other. By so doing we should not only ' e a c h particular charge, it is easy to fore--
preserve ecclesiastical cormistericyy but ! see that it would soon give rise to most un-
should copy much more closely the exam 
pie of the apostles and early Christians. 
Whenever they went an agent to perform 
any special service, it was usually if not 
invariahry the case, that such agent was 
set apart for that speciaTservice by impo­
sition of hands and prayer. From this 
view, however, I would have no one infer 
that I would have any man made Presid-
ing Elder for life. In this regard our econ­
omy is undoubtedly best as it is. . 

There are various reasons why I look 
upon the office of Presiding Elder as vital 
to the prosperity of the Methodist Episco­
pal Church. But the time allowed me by 
iKa r.il»« #»f t^f. awofiit^on does not ad 

pleasant "diversit ies of administrat ion." 
This evil is effectually and carefully guard­
ed again.-t in the present district sy s t em; 
so far at least as the official influence of 
the Presiding Elder extends. 

2. T h e a posteriori branch of the argu­
ment may be despatched in a few words. 
It must be admitted, on all hands, that oar 
present district system h a s worked well. 
So sarft-fied are our people of this, that 
probably not one in a thousand desires its 
abandonment ; and it is tqually probable 
that very few desire its material modifica­
tion. Actual experience, the meat satis­
factory of all evidence, has convinced 
them that the office of Presiding Elder 

mit of extended classification. T h e ' cannot be conveniently, if indeed it can 
whole argument must, .therefore, be com- I be safely, dispensed with in the M. E . 
pressed within two general considers- ; Church. - - , . , - - -
l ions. T o begin with what may be called I At the General Conference of 1840, a 
the a priori branch of the argument , I r e . ; leading member of the now Scottite par ty , 
mark, | then a member of that Conference, qu< 

1. T h e whole machinery of the Meth­
odist i t inerancy seems to require just such 
in officer as we call Presiding Elder .— 

tiohed the representative from the,Briti?ii 
Conference, the_Rev. Robert Newton, re­
specting several points of ecclesiastical pol-

And this necessity seems to have increas- \ ity, in xespect to which the interrogator 
ed, in one. view .at leasts in exact propor^tmagTned a discre|»ency to exist between 
tion-as lite ministry have multiplied and the two connections. Among other things, 
spread themselvea over our country. At j !■!» opininn »«< «olir.iteH on the sub 
an nearly day, when the Bishop might be the Presiding E 'der ' s office. His response 
said to know each preacher and each cir- ' was definite a_nd emphatic : M W e have 
cuit , a s well by character as by name,'! not (*aid he) exaetW th« same of6cs_ 
there-was comparatively little need of the I among us ; but, judging from what I h a r e ' 
intervention of the Presiding Elder in seen and heard, I should think tbe office 
making out theappointments of the preach- [.necessary in your country. Certainly, it 
ers . T h e Bishop could, fur the reason j has worked well. And my opinion is, we 
just assigned, safely do it iHmself. Our ! should always do best to let well enough 
older preachers tell usTKat. it was no u n - : a lone." * Mr. Newton, it s tems to me, 
common tiling, some fifty years since, for ; c a m e to the same conclusion that would 
Bishop Ashury to sit in the pulpit and be reached by every discreet and candid 
make out1heapnT>intments,-w ,hile--Bisht>p'niirid, The affect, by an iinaliernilr laj 

Pi', j provejnent may be argued from the-influ^ 
ence it will have upon future teheitjr. J * 
is in accordance with both reason, and 
revelation, those who a re counted wor"-
thy to have a place in that. *• kingdom 

-which hath foundation, whose builder and 
maker is God,j' will possess a degree of 
felicity proportioned to their holiness, 
usefulness and intelligence on e a r t h . — 
The mind may continue its improvement 
" ad infinitum," and as its enjoyment must 

McKendree was in the alter presiding over of nature, always demonstrates the quali-
the. deliberations of the Conference; the ] ty of the cause. W e do not gather grapes 
two parts going on simultaneously. But , from thorns, nor figs from thistles.- T h e 
the s ta te of things has now materially*'test by which our Savior would have us 
changed.- Though we now have seven'■ detect false teachers, '■ by their fruits ye 
Bishops, they couldinot, though th~ey should shall know them," m a y b e applied here 
travel ahd inquire from otie eftd of the ' with indisputable fitness. "1'he effice of 
y e a r t o the'other, obtain the information ' Presiding Elder has lieen eminently use-
needful in order to make a pn>j>er distn 
btitiori <3l the preachers. Thev could nei 

ful to our Church, and, so long as Ihg i 
cumstances remain the. came, it must con­
tinue to be useful. 

BIBLICAL DEPARTMENT. 

emblem, of his presence and "majesty, a s 
^after«ardj»!LSinai,or in theshek inah ,and 

fore seen, the diluvial period.was charac­
terized by a general destruction^of organ-

to this symbol of DeityTas resting Over! ic life, and is marked by no species pecu. 
the entire expanse of the waters, the words j liar to itself. Science, then, can here 

take no antagonistic ground to Revela. 
tion.- ■ __J^ 

_jQf the texts 'may refer. 
T h e first day 's work is briefly stated. 

M And God said, Let there be l ight : - aiut 
there was light. And God saw the light 
that it was good, and GodMivided the light 

- ^̂ H^m»̂ lauiMl̂ ^̂ HW »̂.1,, W a* «h* the origin of 
light to our solar system? or was it merely 
tbe causing light to shine upon the surface 
ef cur earth J T h e common opinion has 
been that tbe solar light was created, or 

• See Prof. Stewart's Heb. Chrestom, in toe., 
sad Oesenins* He*. Ixx. 

* M«.vr,rtheancients i " f g | " f j ' h , * * ^ h ' n * " 
ere formed oat of a iresn-ISIa fgs»,fpistpjisum 

*#»,> and R has been supposed that i hey ieok thb l ' " , "" 
' • irsdiiion of ib/s supposed^ w n a i idea from a eorrupud . . 

iaeubaiion of the creative Mjnd. If, however, 

« Parad. Lost, B. 7. 
{To be. Continued.) 

Foe tha Pfarthtrn Christian Atlwaie. 

Address «f Re?. D. MIHPS, 
StrORE THS CATCC* WSTS1CT ISSOCUTIOJf." 

The Coustitution of lie Human Mind,jind tmpor-
• Unceand tusctfU/b^Uji^Us improvement. ' , 

The* activity and power of Hre human 
min3 nxave,been displayed In varltiuB. wBjr». 

can man not d o t .Witness the 
products of his genius—the innumerable 

ed, In the wide realm of living nature; there ts. mental in facili tating the advancement of 
not ihe^Hfrhtest exeepitoa to rfais law. Henee, the arts and sciences, " 

Waterhouse probably hit apoa t h e i r s o r i g f i r ^ ' p ^ ^ ^ ^ | Q T ^ n s p o r > t h e p r o d u c t . 
n climes, ne harnesses 

J^r f>T. . . . 
-*T——'efU^sbVfetiadiitea.wheabessiel,MSpBieofihs—j——-^_—f—,— 

.aacwots were so inipreswd with the philosophy- of thp soil to foreign 
o M l » « f , V » ^ . ^ h " « * ^ ^ the winds of heaven and rides sublimely 
daae system Uselfsprua^ from an eg* hatched o n | h H bosom of the deep,, or gathers up 
v» m „ , n t ^ i u m nn BotMBV. O. 32 . BO the . _.. . . . . . « • - ?- I - ' J 

downfall. Our oourse of reading should 
■ . - „ ^ „ . - ~ - — - => - r i not only embrace the history of events, 

by Nox."—l>cuires on Botaay, p. » . 80 tie ^ 1 i q m d e l ement In h is reservoi r , andlfeut also of men. - It is not enough, te 

" ^ ^ ' ^ / . ^ ^ . f ^ . , iri.e.,hi.*<^..h.,io.*J-<b.p<i-«o,pfSowro.«l 
On wia*s outstretched, o'ercnaoshunijsubliine; ateam. , . mL . t i l s 
Warmed into life the bprsring BGO of NIOHT, W h a t can ha not do I The eartn la too 
And gave young aatare to admiring lijbx" »„ , ] ) for tb}e exercise of hie intellect.—, 

» . J \ ~ . » , •• ' { « • ^ • ' • » tt * » o d e ^ W am***!***** 
: Parad. Lqst,B. 1. 

ining that history in isolated por t ions .—; the mind in its own contemplations, are 
We should get some position from which [ greatly increased by its influence. There 
we can embrace tbe whole in one grand j are times in every man's life, when, if his 
and comprehensive'view.- If, as some i enjoymentdependsonexternalaaaoeiations, 
think, there is a g rand principle of. phi- j his supplies will be scanty and unsatisfy-
losopby developed in- the history of the j i n g : Hie mind retires upon itself, and 
world, that principle will .only be detected j seeks happiness from its own resources.— 
by a connected nnd systematic .-study of; It. is then the improved mind finds'pleas-' 
history. . » I ore in its own meditations, to which tbe 

Besides this, ( t i s important we should 
know, what the world has been about 
since its creation. According to bible 
chronology r nearly six thousand years 
have now elapsed since the universe was 

(her know the talents of the preachers on 
the one band, nor the wants of the people : 
on the other. -Bu t the desideratum is ex- j 
actly supplied in the office under consider­
ation. If 4hc man who fills it be what he ==—---— "-~ " ~ —---« 
slrollliTbeThe can furnish just the informa- ! ' For the Northern Chrutiap AJvocati. 
tion wanted. He km.ws l^ th parties m n : ExpOsitlOD «f R0Mia»S. ( l l S . a 10, 1L 

. , ^ , cerned in the appointments, and, if faith-: • r 

keep pace with frs improvement, when not tifl ( o n j s s „ | e mn trust, will give general T h e apostle having shown fhnt,it was 
counteracted by the influence of srn, and j satisfaction to both parlies. On the one : ih accordance with the will of God, as re-
as all sin will be absenHrom the heavenly | | , a nd f tf,e- peofde will see that their pecu- ; vealed to Moses, that the blessings of his 

liar wants and necessities will probably be mercy should be bestowed upon believing 
fully and fairly represented by him to the Jews and Gent i les ; and having presented 
appo :nting power ; and, on the other, the the case of Pharaoh, to illustrate tha 

4 preachers will feel that, they hf»«M»a frieml' righl»><"f!*n«>ss of God, in the rejection and_ 
in the counsel of appointment who Will be ! punishment of the unbelieving^ Jews, after 
careful to sfe."'-t ' ,~'^ f;ir as his influence A having endured them with much long, 
cxtentls, no injustice.is dune them 1 r e . . »uffexing_iJ?roceeds to >how that tbe cauV_ 

state ; hence those who enter upon that 
s ta te with the best acquirements, will pos-
se*>s the largest share of the felicity of 
heaven, a n d j h e greatest advantages ior 
eternal improventent. ' But this view of 

residing Eiders, 
T h e following essay was read before the 

Cazenovia D.strict Literary and Theo-
logical Society, and the writer requested 
to furnish a eopy of it -for publication in 
the Northern Christian Advocate. If the 
editor should think it worthy of a place 

unlearned a r e total strangers.^ A^ simple j ̂  h i , pSper|~he.iii"aM^liberty:.J6 insertit*. 
thought introduces a train of reflection, 
which fjmisbes employment for tbe mind 
bolh delightful and instructive. 

Place an unlt'tteied man upon the chqros 

May 13, 1845. 
T H R IMPOaTANCE OF T H K PRESIDING I t , -

. . ^ I , , - , I UKR'S OFFICE I X T H R X . B . -CHUBCH. 
produced by the word of Divine power.— (of the Mediterranean, and he perceives 1 
Since that period, many changes and j nothing of interest,, except the sea of'; T h e office of the Presiding Elder, in 
revolutions have occurred in the physi-! mighty waters before h im:-But place « j the Methodist Connection catholic, is pe. 
qal, political, and1 moral world, interesting j hierarv man in his atead, and tbe first j culia'r to America. In the British C o n ; 

*T«-1W scholar and politician, but esne- j sigrrt of the sea will wake his mind to the J nectionai»dit#<h'pendencies,thereisseme. 
eia41y so t o *he~ Christ ian and Christian 4 remembrance /if a mult ilude_pf events o f | t b i n g like it under the designation of 

the roost thrilling interest. H e beholds i ** Chairman of the D i s t r i c t ^ But 1 
■afiiM him* the bsUla fiairi nf natinnim 

member to have heard the preachers of a*; ing of the Gentiles and a remnant of the 
certain district say, not long since, that 1 Israelites who believed, into the posses-
they felt at Conference in the a l i enee of si.in of the blessings of the gospel church, 
their Presiding Elder, who was.providen- and the rejection of the unbelieving Jews ; 
tiallv confined at home. " hke shf-ep with- ' v\as in accordance with the predictions of. 
out a shepherd." No one could- fairly the prophets. Chapt. ix. no, ^o—-'As h« 
represent them, either to the Bishop or the saitb also in ~D-«e. (Hosea) I will call 
Conference, nnd they felt that justice them my people which were m-t my peo. 
might not tie done to ' t he i r peculiar cir- p ' e ; and her beloved which was not l>e-
cuiustances. T h e hazard lo the people loved. . .And it khall come to pass, that in 
at home was equally great. —' ' j 1 he place where it was said unto Uiem, y a 

In this view, certainly, the office of Pre. ! a re not my people; there shall they be 
siding Elder is almost incalculably impor- ' failed the children of tbe living God,"— 
tan t . It were idle, at this la te day. hu£ffhis refers to the calling of the Gentiles, 
pretend that the Presiding Elder has little rtefoJ-e the g-spel was preachod to their , 
or nothing to do in making out the ap- they were "s t rangers to the covenants of 
point meats. He has much to do in this ( promise, having no hope, and without G«d 
important business; and I am for bojding in the world." But when they heard tl a 

f h t m ^ n ^ ffpidHiecottntalHlitv, ,TgQS4>ei of their salvation, tl.ey believed; 
But, p«+iiaps, alter all, ihe importance and, "a f t e r that they believed,_they were 

minister. Our world has been the thea. 
ire of it WH^llna^^rra1tlf^^n•TvxcTWlt^p^aeew•|aT, 

Many mighty kingdoms and empires have 
risen, and passed . through ' the successive 
stages of infaaey, -manhood* a n d old age^ 
and a re BOW o n l y ' known amongst the 
things that were. W e should be acquaint­
ed with the history of their rise and faM, 
that we. may' acquire a knowledge of the 
virKies'whtch led \o their prosperity, and ; 
detect the vices which procured thei" 

F.npland the district is much smaller than 
mighty nations—who strove ia deadly I it ia in this country, and the chairman 
conflict—whose Wood bantieed the ocean. ; devotes only a part of his time to the care 
The i r history, wars, heroes, poets, and j of it ; having, as he does besides b*s dis-
philosophers, pass in quick succession 
through his mind. «* I fancied^' snya Dr. 
Fisk, " a s I stood upon the shore, that 

I every wa,ve that rolled upon tbe beach, 
' had assisted lo convey the apostle Paul Tn" 

trict duties, the charge of a circuit or sta 
tion as pastor. In this country the Pre­
siding Elder has not only a much larger 
charge, but, if be does what is expected 
of hintr-devote* himself who)4y=to the par . 

r i hia jourheV t* Kanie. iw had laahud Hit f . ieulsr dutiet of hil offic*', 
a ! sides of the ship i n w h i c h Jasop sailed f o r i T h e history of tbe office may 
1,1 the BoMcn fl'eee." An^ individual unin- ^in arlew word*^ W h e n the Chi 

rely tha^ such men as Luther, 
Newton, FranWfn, Wesley, and ^SuVinr 
have Irved; .we 'should be intimately ac­
quainted with their public life, and pr i . 
vate character—should seas) w U k a x r i t . 

goldci 
s tmcted in Bible history would find n© 
special interest in tbe scenes of Jerusa 

ottioe may be given 
tbe Church was 

organized in 1794, only twelve ^ t ' o f the 
wliole number of preachers were elected 

k m and Judea ; while the Christ ian, and j and ordained elders. « * » « - n » a n y of t h e ! 
eaoeeially the « ient i f ic Chris t ian, weuld I circuits^which then numbered over a .h«n-^ 
IT^Jerent a . * « « t e * e . t . M H. g a « d dred y e r e left without the ^ n a p « « i 
upon thotys fields. - ^ U s j i f f x i e a x p n , were only authorized to 

of the office under-consideration can no- 'sealed with that holy spirit of promire,** 
where else be seen in so strong a light »8 a n d b r e n m e 4 Allow.citizens with the saints 
in the district itself. It is here espcciil- and of the household of God." In the 
ly that the Presiding Elder has every fa- 2 7 - 2 9 verses, Isaias (Isaiah) is quoted to 
cilitv for magnifying h s office. As the show, that a remnant of the, children of 
preSVdeirt oTfhe several qoVrterly confef-^ l^i'nVi auukhbrtieTeaiid i tceivasalvation f_ 
ences. be becomes the first Wiw officer of while bv*_a speedy execution of divine 
it— J..UU1S1 ■■■■! 1f 1 nmmi n j - J L - »̂  «i .iliiinrlo of the Isrntlifts 
nies a post,-the importanee and responsi. wonid be cut off from the vivihlc rhurclr 
bility of which c m hardly be over-estima- ! of Gotl, and be severely punn-bed for the;r 
ted. T o the quarterly conference tf>e lo- obstinate rejection of the Savior.. In t U 
cal preacher, of whatever grade, is ame- 30th and Sls t verses, St Paul p w e n t a 
nable for the doctrine he preaches and the the conc!u>ion_ of Ins previous remarks, 
moral character, he sustains. If accused, relative to the calling of the Gentileswnd 
bene h e i s to be_tried_ Here , too, hei«4o r a e c t m n o f l h e a n * d . e v m g J e w ^ « H h a t ^ 
be examined iy>d recommended to the! shall we say .then t Tliat the Gentile* 
annual Conference, if he would be o rda in^wh ich folloa.d noT nf.er r ighfonsi i rs t , 
ed deacon or pWer, or if bo would be em- I have attained to n^ . t c«usnew, even the 
ploved as a t r a v e l i n g ^ s c h e r . Thi.* j u . ^ight#o«sness which is of faitn ; But Is-" 
dicatory also^ not only dispense* license i rnel which followed after the law of right-
to tl»* local preacher, | a the first instance, f enusness, hash not attained to the law of 
but annuallv renews that license, at dis- I righteousae**. Tins conclusion of j h a ^ 
eretioB, a» welt aa the Jieenses of th* sev', apostle ftlreiMy expressed the «<™&* 
e r a l a x h o r t a o un ic r i t - jur isdict ion.- Add . obj«H:tion existing in tbe msnd ot tbe Jew 
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