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Look to the skies this month for brlghtness of Venus

By STEVENL.J. RUSSO ' .

Located in the wesi-northwest this mumh
and for the past several months, 1s a very
conspicuous starlike object. Much brighter
than any other starlike object, this is the
planet known as Venus.

First observed telescopically by Galileo in
1610, the planet appeared o change its
shape as it changed itS position in the sky.

Galileo assumed, correctly, thal the only
way a planet could go through phases was if
it orbited the sun. [l was this discovery that
led to the end of Lhe geocentric, earth-
tentered solar system theory. Currently

- sean through a small telescope, only half of

Venus is lit up; this phase best seen before it

* gets totally dark outside

Vemus is often referred to as our ‘'sisier
planet,” It is about the same size as the
Earth, and even looks the 5ame in satellite
photographs. After that, the resemblance
stops. .

The upper regions of its almosphere are

made of miats of sulphur, so thick that from

. the surface of the pianel, the sun is almost

“'_‘—thecharl Clouds, haze, lights, the

| - A real fce-breaker  .Nenanfhas held its Ice Classic, an opportunity

. NENANA, Alaska (AP} — Ah spring' For
most of the nation, it's a time of fragrant
flowers and vercdant renewal. In Alaska, it's
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~ observing easy and enjoyable.

invisible. The thick clouds reflect 75 percent
of Lthe sunlight back into space. which is why
&

* Il you wigh Lo locate a slar in the
_sky, hold the star chart averhead so
"that the "N’ at the top of the chart is
~ facing north. Your star chart is now
aligned with the ‘real sky.’ If

to correspond to the sky of the

Moon and an obsiructed horizon
may make for less than pertect

“with a little practice one wil) find
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Venys is 50 bright. H is the brightest object

" in the solar sysicm. after the sun and moon,

and is the only planet which casts a shadow
on the Earth [t is also bright enough 10 se¢
it broad davlight if one knows where 10 Look.
Two percent of the wunlight reaches the
planet — about the amount af sunlight that
reaches Moscow, Russia on a ¢old. cloudy
winter day. This small amount is trapped
below the c¢louds, building up a = greenhouse
effect,” so the temperature on the surface 18
a warm 900 degrees.

The rest of the epergy causes severe
weather and inlense pressure. The winds
blow over 100 miles per second, lightning
fiashes at the rale of 25 times per second,
and the pressure on the planel is more than
90 limes the pressure on the surface of the
Earth; what a deep-sea diver would
experience 3,000 feet beneath sea level The
clouds of sulphur produce rain: rain of
sulphuric acid, in an atmosphere made
muostlyof carbon dioxide.

This planet. believe it or nol, was named
after Venus, the goddess of beauty. In
reality, the planet is a ‘living hell”
However, viewing it from here on Earth,
about 30 million miles away, the planel is
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worthy ol the name of the goddess and
deflinijely worth the look. _
. Until next month — look to the stars! &

May Visihility of the Planets

» Mercury — This elusive planet will be
visible most of the month low in the west
alter sunset.

» Venus — This v.rery bright planet is also
in the west after sunset. It is at greategt
brilliancy on May 6. -

e Saturn — The ringed planet rises just
before midnight this month, and is low in the
southwest by sunrise.

» Mars ~— The red pianel rises aboul four
hours before the sun, and is ]usl about due
south at sunrise.

May Fhases of the: Moon

« Full Moon: May 1, rises 8:15 p.m., sets
5:Mam. _

.+ Last Quarler May 8, rises 2:13 am.,
sets 11:46 a.m.

a New Moon: May 15, rises §; m‘am sels
B.3p.m.

.= First Quarter: May 23, rlseslza?pm.
setsl-57a.m.

» Full Moon: May 31, rises B: sspm sals

5 05a m.- '
*These times are for Poplar Ridge. Your
times may vary.

May Schedule

“First Light — TheSpace Telescope Slory”

If you missed it in March and April, this
will bé the last chance 1o see ““First Light"
thi€” vear. Imagine a teiescope powertul
enough to see a firefly in Sydney, Austrailia
from Washington, D.C. — more than 10,000
miles away. The Hubble Space Telescope
possesses this amazing power, and the
Southern Cayuga Atmospherium-
Planetarium examines this exceptional in-
strument in “First Light — The Space
Telmope Story,' at noon, 2 and 4 p.m. May

Through an eXciting blend of special

effects, music, photographs and narration,

vFirst Light” explores the fascinating world
which the space telescope will reveal (o us
when it i5 launched on the space shuttle
when flights resume. The show examines
how the telescope's space-age technology
will bring distamt galaxies into sharper
focus and provide a more detailed view of
our awn solar system,

"First nght detaiis the development nf
the telescope since one of the eariieggt
astronomical ohservateries was built 40D
years ago. Since then, lelescopes have
hecome increasingly powertul and exact but
have not been able to avercome the blurring
eHects of Earth's aimosphere. The Hubble
Space Telescope will be launched inta space,
where the Earth’s atmosphere won't hinder
our ability to see distant objects clearly.
Data from the telescope will be analyzed by

the Space Telescope Science Institute

located on the campus of the Johns Hopkins
University in Baltimore, Md.

The program was written and produced
by the staff of the Davis Planetarium of
Baltimore’s Maryland Science Center. The
distribution of “First Light” is made

possible by a grant from NASA Educational
Affairs and the Space Telescope SCience

Institute Associates Program.

All who attend will receive a May star
chart and weather oullook, and a Space
Telescope information sheet.

For information and reservaliom {which
call

are highly recommended) the

planetarium at (315) 364-7111.
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when the ice breaks.

So momentnus is the evéht that since 1917

— = e— e e m——

the river: 10: l:pa m. Wednesday.

of the ice break-up on the Tanana River.

This year, three Anchorage residents shared
the $130,000 prize for being the only ones out of
146,300 entries to correctly guess when the
3-1o-4-foot-thick ice would begin flowing down

£r.

“It kind nf tock everyone by surprise,”’ said

. .middie of the month at9p.m., itcan | W :
:be used at any time of the month. CECEMBER 1990. oM MAY 3, 1961 - " — 5T
‘Only the brighlest stars and re. L"ium : - i rIRT ooN O
*cognizable constellations e QUARTER QUARTER
3 ;:ah%l;d. ! _ar | O WME 157 o THE- M . DE 15 ™ e 230
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b quite as easy as finding them on SM : Chart arovided Wamh Chast pmuu

Thia Iong—ranga waathcr outiook for Cuntul New York is based on past.year records
when solar activities wers similar to thosa of this month. These factors may have some
effect on weather patterns. Students of tha weather may wish to follow daily conditions
in order to datermine the accuracy of this chart.

“It's the lirst

' Calll

time the ice has ever gone out on April 27."

The prize was split among Dan Nicoll, a
construction worker, Mac Davis, 43, an ac-
countant, and his 62-year-0id brother, Harry, a
retired postal worker who lives in Sacramento,
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