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Among tbo sorry developments of the 
Credit Mobilier investigation is the fuel that 
Congressman Brooks, democratic member from 
New York, utilized bis position to procure 
$10,000 of the notorious stock for the benefit 
of his son-in-law. The enormous dividends 
were received wholly and solely by the said 
son-in-law,, and it does not appear that Mr. 
Brooks has been profited to the value of a cent 
by his transactions with the Pacific railroad 
contracting ring. But, although his hands are 
thus technically clean, we fear that he cannot 
escape severe censure and loss of influence, 
and we certainly have not the slightest dispo­
sition to regard his case with exceptional 
leniency. Nepotism and the practice of giving 
" chances" and u good things" to friends and 
relatives have been the besetting scandal of 
President Grant's administration, and it would 
ill become democrats to excuse in their own 
political Irion da what tbey have so vigorously 
denounced in their opponents. It is for the 
house of representatives to possess itself of all 
tho facts iu his and the other cases now before 
its committee, and to pronounce judgment ac­
cordingly, and when that is done wo feci cer­
tain that no democrat will expect or desire 
avor shown to Mr. Brooks. 

In tho meantime, however, wo note that 
some of tho administration papers have jump­
ed to the conclusion that Mr. Brooks alone, 
of all the Implicated congressmen, has sufferod 
by the pending investigation. Every one who 
has paid attention to the published evidence 
knows how supremely absurd is such an as­
sumption. It would be more near tho truth 
to say that, with the exception of Boutwell, 
Dawes and Garlield, not one of tho republi­
cans named on Oak OH Ames' list of the biibed, 
has been able to clear his skirts satisfactorily. 
Vice-President Wilson, with all his parade of 
virtuous poverty, stands convictod of accept­
ing from Ames, Alloy and others! tdo money 
which, for a time, ho had invested in Credit 
Mobilier. Of Coltax it is morally certain, de­
spite hid denials th.it he received dividends 
from the objectionable stock. As lor Congress, 
men Schofield and Bingham, who brazenly jus-
tifiy tho receipt of such bribes an Ames offered, 
while pretending that their individual connec­
tion with tho Credit Mobilier was of an entire­
ly legitimate kiud, we think no one can bo de­
ceived by their statements. Mcantimo also, 
while the bribed are scattering in all directions 
and seeking all kinds of shelter, the case of the 
great briber, Ames himself, remains to be con­
sidered. That his business partners entrusted 
to him some 375 bhares of stock to be dis­
tributed for the benefit and protection of the 
Credit Mobilier swindle in congress, has been 
duly made to appear. That he placod this 
amount ot the i'uicliferuus paper, ripening 
each day into fabulous dividends, "where it 
will do U3 most good," he has himself testified. 
We do not expect that much of tho truth con­
cerning this vast scheme of legislative corrup­
tion will be allowed to transpire. A few minor 
victims will be ofYered up, probably, and the 
great rascah will glido ofl in fcalety. But 
enough is known to give tho public conscience 
at least a wholesome jog. It is plain enough 
now that to build the first Pacific railroad the 
country contributed the necessary means 
nearly twice over. The greedy managers of 
the enterprise got the road for nothing and 
divided very nearly as much as it cost among 
themselves and the abettors of their robbery. 

T H E SAMANA B A Y COMPANY. 

Tho objections to President Graut'e darling 
annexation scheme were substantial. In the 
first place tho irregular and lawless methods 
by which he sought its success, wrought a 
general and insuperablo prejudice against it in 
tbo public mind. Again, it was not deemed 
desirable to add to our existing elements ol 
disorder u tropical and semi-barbarous island 
population, which would have drawn upon, 
our resources for protection and supervision 
without contributing any proportionate civic 
strength or virtue to tho commonwealth. 

We are inclined to think that tho principal 
drawbacks ot annexation will bo avoided, 
while at the same time its unquestionable ma­
terial advantages may be secured, by the new 
enterprise of tho Suniana Bay Company of 
Sau Domingo. Kfsewhere we reproduce an ac-
couut of its organization, charaoter and pur­
poses which will bo read with interest. In tho 
words of Dr. Samuel G. Howe, onoof Its active 
organizers, " a contemplation of tho objects 
11 and powen ol tho company, of tho wide 
" field ol its operations, aud of the raro oppor-
*' tuuity which it has of concentrating within 
" its bay the currents of trade between Europe* 
" tho United States, and the South American 
"market, and especially its avowed pur_ 
" poee to open a frco port, which shall fcup. 
" plant that ot St. Thomas, brings to mind the 
"great achievements of tbo old East India 
" companies uf Portugal, Holland and Eng-
" land, and the deeds of men like Albuquerque* 
" Clive and Rujah Brooke." , 

It will be seen that the powers and fran­
chises of the new company amount to absolute 
sovereignty over the Samana Bay and penin­
sula, and to a virtual control of the destinies 
aud development ol the whole it-laud of San 
Domingo. It and its enterprises are repre­
sented as beiiig under the joint protection of 
the Dominican republic and of tho United 
States, the intervention of either or both to be 
solicited as occasion may arise. Thin, so far 
as the United States aro concerned, can of 
course mean no more than fcuch protection as 
our government Is bound to extend to its citi­
zens and their legitimate enterprises in all 
parts of tho *orld. The company, it is said, 
propose to raise bonds to the amount 
of $40,000,000 or 950,000,000 in order 
to enable them to enter at once on the con* 
struction of wharves, railroads, telegraphs 
&c, in short, the abounding resources of San 
Domingo are to bo opened without delay, and 
a seat of commeroe and Ameiican civilization 
established for the first time in the West In­
dies. While such men as Garrison aotUStock-
well doubtless go into the schema because 
tbey believe it to be a mine of profit and for­
tune, there are other of its originators who, 
like Dr. Howe, foresee its possible instrumen­
tality in raising the people of San Domingo 
to a higher plane of existence and in bringing 
• tout a beneficent revolution in the commer­
cial and civil condition of the West India I s ­
lands. It wiil be well lor the world if these 
golden dreams are realized. 

W H O IS R E S P O N S I B L E ) 

Two young men, at either end of the state, 
are standing under tbo shadow of the scaffold. 
In the month of February, unless the law or ex­
ecutive clemency intervene, Gaffney in Buffalo 
and Stokes in New York iriust pay for their 
crimes by the forfeit of their lives. One is on 
the hither side of thirty, the other has barely 
passed that limit of youth. Life, which 
stretches away radiant with promise before the 
eyes of their former companions, is hedged in 
closely for them by the blackness of a felon's 
grave. 

These two criminals are representative men. 
Whom do they represent, and what? Their 
careers have been widely different. The one 
who is in our county jail, has had few of the 
advantages of life. Born and reared in the out­
cast circle of our civilization, he has carried 
with him the moral leprosy from which per­
sons of refinement shrink. Thieves aud pro­
stitutes were his enforced companions from his 
birth, and of course became by choice his as­
sociates afterwards. Yet there were good 
points about the man, which evidenced them­
selves in care for his children, and nt least 
their partial removal from scenes that might 
vitiate the pure instincts of early life. What 
these possibilities for good might have become 
under proper guidance, cannot be correctly 
told. Tho man's life lias borno iU legitimate 
fruit, which, in turn, will probably como to its 
inexorable harvest. But it is a -pregnant 
thought to travel back twenty years, and in­
quire what might have been tho result of a 
bravo,good deed then, that had simtcl ednsoul 
from pollution. 

The othor murderer, Stoke*,' is al60 a rep­
resentative criminal. Bom to a good posi­
tion in society, he received all the advantages 
of culture and grew up into tho graces of re­
fined society. Tho purple of wealth was at 
his bidding, as well as tho choice of good asso­
ciates and the ministrations of religion. Wifo 
and child were given him, to u:ako his path­
way the easier. Even in the depths of his 
degradation^ when ho stood as a felon beforo 
the bar of justice, a father and mother, sistcis 
nuil brothers, and troops of diemls surrounded 
him, to protect him, if possible, from the legit­
imate reaction of his crimes. His manhood 
should have been a glory to the while haiis of 
his father. As it is to-day, it reflects shnme 
on tho be.-t influences of our most progressive 
civilization. 

Whom, or-what, do thc.-o two men repre­
sent'/ Not us, say the churcheH. Nor yet are 
wo responsible, say the moralists aud humani-
latians outside of the chuicbcp. Suppose this 
is conceded; yet must these criminals represent 
some portion of the race, or, at least, certain 
potent social forces. Men say glibly that such 
criminals are the outgrowth ef tho dangorous 
clashes. But who is responsible for I he ex­
istence of that portion < f the community? Can 
such a large segment ol the population waik 
under tho shadow ol our multitudinous spires, 
and awaken no thought for their condition, 
beyond a shrug of the bhouldcisor a dainty 
stepping out of Heir way? Iu this giant 
strength ot the nineteenth century so weak 
that it declines lo grapple with the problem? 

I And yet the rude Feini-civilization of Judea, 
eighteen ccntuiics ago furnished twelve men 
in common life who not only triumphed over 
the learning of Saul, the Pharisee und Roman 
citizen, but lifted up to their own piano of 
purity the dissolute lives of the most wretched 
of sinners. If Gaffney goes to tho scaffold ac­
companied by a faithful priest, and Stokes 
travels the same road of shameful death under 
tho ministry of clergymen if his denomina­
tion, aro Protestantism and the Roman Catho­
lic church thcrolore failures? Or shall yet 
other citizens say, that our civilization is a 
tham and a bare-faced fraud? 

Some persons will say one, others all, of 
these things, unless a solution is given by 
preacher or eage. In the upheaval of all re­
ligions, the masses may be blind, but they are 
looking to their leaders with iutenteye. China 
is breaking up her Bhuddist nunneries, Italy 
is suppressing the religious houses of the 
States of tho Church, and Germany, Austria 
and Spain struggle 10 throw off the shackles of 
state churches. A Mohammedan law student 
of the Temple is about publishing an attractive 
life of Mahomet, iu London; and in New York 
the Methodist ministers aio discussing warmly 
tho doctrine of annihilation of tho wicked. 
Meanwhile, the two extremes of Christian civ­
ilization and Christian baibarism, aio to be 
represented on tho gallows, iu the same mouth, 
and in tho same commonwealth. Pondering 
these things while waiting lor tho verdict of 
tho churches and the refoimers, the man with­
out a sect or party will be tempted to say: Tho 
creed of tho ugo is annihilation; its gospel, 
"Lot us cat aud drink, for to-morrow wo die!" 

clients desire, Is able and willing in his ca­
pacity as a legislator, to change the law to 
suit their particu!ar cases. 

UiTfALo, Jan.- l l 1873. 
O. O. COTTLE. 

THE fobby now in Washington to push the 
various schemes for federal aid to canals is 
said to be very strong and active. The route 
through Georgia, and the James river and 
Kanawha, are being specially pushed just 
now. President Carrington, of the latter com­
pany, was before the committee on commerce 
this week and explained how tbo plan of com­
pleting and placing this canal under tho con* 
trolof the national government had originated 
with a distinguished citizen of Iowa, and had 
been supported by memorials from the legis­
latures of Iowa, Kansas, Ohio, Kentucky, 
Virginia and West Virginia; by resolutions of 
the Louisville and the national boards of 
trado; by the Cincinnati, Baltimore and St. 
Louis commercial conventions, and had been 
demonstrated to be entirely practicable, not 
only by the reports of the Virginia en­
gineers, but of the United States en­
gineers, acting under the direction of con­
gress. Colonel Carrington explained also 
that tho state of Virginia, wbiob had expend­
ed $10,400,000 on this canal, proposed to cede 
her en tiro interest to the federal government to 
bavo it completed. He claimed that when 
completed, wheat could be transported from 
St. Louis to Norfolk for sixteen cenfs a bushel. 
The friends of the enterprise feel encouraged, 
but the bettor opinion seems to be that it will 
fail through alliance with kindred schemes in­
volving immense appropriations, and estab­
lishing a ruinous policy. 

A noon illustration of the prescriptive 
tern per of tho radical managers at Albany is 
afforded by a bill which has just been intro­
duced iu the assembly by Mr. Babcock, of Ni­
agara county, ostensibly to reorganize tbo in­
surance department, #jul really to get rid of 
Mr. Chapman, tbo present Miporinteutendcnt. 
Although a republican, be is not in sympathy 
with tho New Yolk custom houso ring, which 
is now omnipotent in the management of stale 
uffairs, and consequently tho decree I.as gone 
out for his ofllcial decapitation. The bill pro­
vides that bu term of ofilco shall expire on 
the'fourth ot February, or upon the passage 
thereof, and that a successor shall be appoint­
ed by the governor by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate. The new appointee is to 
hold tho oflice till January 1st, 187G, at $7,000 a 
year salary. This makes a very snug berth 
for some favorite of the "ring," and it will 
doubtless bo bestowed as a recompense for 
services rendered to .senator Conkling. 

A I'KIVATK letter from a fiioud traveling in 
Europe, narrates an interview with Dr. Doel-
linger, at Munich. The venerable scholar 
stoutly maintains that he was right in bis Old 
Catholic movement, though he doci not see 
how it will terminate. He is well informed ns 
to all that is going on in the religious world, 
and watches with eagerness for any indications 
which shall direct his steps. The fact is that 
the Old Catholics lack leaders who are compe­
tent and willing to make a separate movement, 
and do not find the Greek or reformed churches 
sufficiently free from sectarianism to warrant 
joining in with them. 

m» 
TUUY hud a good joke on ex-Senator Harlan 

in Washington, one day this week. He de­
clared in an editorial in tho Chronicle, ou 
Wednesday, that the Credit Mobilier investiga­
tion dragged and that tho public wore "getting 
sick of it." Tho same morning Mr. Durant 
testified that he contributed $15,000 to secure 
Harlan's election as United Slates senator in 
1SCC-7, whereupon Mr. Harlan as well as his 
readers are supposed to havebecomo "sick" of 
the investigation! 
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HARI'KU'S Weekly, the great "journal of 
civilization" lakes Governor Dix to task for 
his civility to Governor Hoffman at the time 
of his inauguration, aud, moreover, it is quite 
lukewarm in its comments upon the governor's 
message. Mr. Curtis is evidently suspicious 
that under Dix's apparent radicalism there 
may yet bo occasional strata of democracy, 
aud it iu outraged that a governor who was 
elected by the radical party should presume 
to bo civil lo so representative a democrat as 
Governor Hoffman. 

FOLITIUAIi NOTES. 

prietary interest in one of the present senators 
from Oregon. 

—Jennison, thejuyhawker, of Leavenworth, 
of whom it used to be said, that "he bad lip 
enough to eat corn out of a jug," says be is 
bound, to make the ''cussed politicians" re­
spect him. He will run ten faro-banks this 
winter and make $100,000. He says the moral 
dodge "has ilayed.*' He evidently under­
stands western politics, for out there he who 
win8a man's money wins his respect. 

—The St. Louis Democrat says that General 
Blair owes his defeat in the caucus to the in­
discreet zeal of his friends in allowing them­
selves to bo used, iu his name, in the war 
against Hutchins. Tbey went to Jefferson 
City and insisted that Hutchins should not be 
speaker, foolishly believing that the speaker­
ship was Involved with the seuatorship, and 
that by defeating a St. Louis man for speaker, 
they could secure a St. Lodis man for senator. 

—B. D. Silliman, of New York, proposed 
a very radical amendment to the constitution 
in the constitutional commission, on Wednes­
day. He proposes that in all cities of 100r000 
inhabitants or over, there shall be two boards 
In the city council, and that members of the 
upper board shall only be voted for by free­
holders, who have beeu such at least three 
months prior lo the election. 

—The Indianapolis Journal Bays that Mr. 
Hendricks is the only democrat who has been 
inaugurated governor ol Indiana in sixteen 
years,whereupon the Cincinnati Enquirer says: 

Yea I The only one who was inaugurated, but no* 
the only one who was elected. JMr. llendricka him­
self \vu« elected four years ago, but was fraudulently 
counted out Tbo Journal forgets that from the inaug­
uration of Ueucral Whttconib,In 1&13, to tbo Inaugura­
tion of Morton, in 1801, a period or eighteen years, 
Indiana bad naught ulso but democratic governors. 
We presume it is tho beginning of another period like 
that. Indiana is notoriously and essemiafiy a demo 
crmic statu. 

—Tho other day Senator Howe, of Wiscon­
sin, introduced a bill for the relief of certain 
Indians iu his state, aud argued that because 
they were very destitute they should bo taken 
care of by the general government. Whereup­
on Mr. T burnt an blandly suggested that the 
four or five millions offrcedmon at the south 
we:e also poor, and with equal propriety 
should be "wards of the nation." Senator 
Howe's" response was immediate and to the 
point. "No. Mr. President,''paid the geutlo-
raan from Wisconsin, "the United Stales have 
not to lake caro of the black men ol the South; 
the black men are taking caie of the United 
Stales." 

—-The New York Tribune admits that with 
Oukes Ames lending money freely to some 
members of congress aud pulling others " in 
tho way of u good thing," aud Bushuell and 
Durant giving a lilt to still others who very 
much want to go to the senate, tho Union 
Pacific railroad company seem to have done 
a tidy business. We entirely agree with it 
upon that point, as well a? upon its conclusion 
that " good old-fashioned people who think 
"of the penato as it was when Benton, Cal-
"bQun, Clay, aud Webster were in it, arc 
" shocked that there are iconoclasts who re-
" fuse lo hold lhe;r hand. Tr.e idol is broken; 
" but wt> are beginning to find out that the 
" men in tho senate are responsible for the 
"ruin. Tho louoof public morals has gone 
"down; we are gradually discovering tho 
" men who are responsible for its fall." 

—It turns out that General Garfield, .of 
Ohio, is the individual who tont the§100 to 
Oakes Ames a few days ago, and that it was 
not "conscience money" in tho true sense of 
the word. It seems he intended to accompany 
it with a note, which strangely enough he fail­
ed to place in the envelope. This noto staled 
in brief that he had heard that Ames charged 
him (Garfield) with owing him $100. He there­
fore enclosed the amount, proposing to pay it 
twice over if Ames was not satisfied, that be­
ing a sum he had borrowed long ago and had 
paid. It turns out, however, that Ames had 
never made any such charge: but for awhile 
the incident created a decided sensatiou, as 
Ames beg&n to think ho was going to get the 
Credit Mobilier dividends all returned. Gar­
field got his money back. 

FROM ALBANY. 

s r . N A T O i t L E W I S A N D A C T I O N S 1 0 1 1 
D O W E U . 

EDITOR COURIER : 1 cut from this morning's 
COUUIKR the following in relation to a bill in­
troduced iu to the senate by Senator Lewis, viz: 

Chapter 71? of tho laws of 1871 aro hereby BO amonded 
as to make its provisions applicable to ail tho courts 
of record in tho state, as well as to tho supreme court 
of tho state or New York, or any county court of any 
connty in this stato as herein provided, and in any 
action pending on the sixth dav or May. 1870, or which 
has since that date been brought iu any court of record 
In this state, by any widow to recover her dower or 
right of dower in any real estate, or to procure tbo ad­
measurement thereof, such court limy exorclne ail the 
pernors con for rod by tho act hereby amended, and all 
the provisions of said act shall apply to all such actions 
whether Judgment shall have neon already rendered 
therein or not, as though tho said act hud boon origin­
ally raado applicable- to all the courts of record in this 
state. 

I desire to movo an amendment. 
It happens that an aciion was commenced 

in the month ol May, 1870, in tho superior 
court of Buflalo by Louisa 0 . Smith, plaintiff, 
against Ann Ryan, defendant, for the purposo 
of recovering dower, and the action is not yet 
brought to a close. In that suit I are for the 
plaintiff, and Senator Lewis and his law part­
ner are attorneys for the defendant. It has 
been tried before Judge Verplanck and Messrs. 
E. C. Sprague, E. L. Stevenson, and Warren 
Granger were appointed commissioners to ad­
measure the dower. 

I move as an amendment, to except that law­
suit from the operation of Senator Lewis' pro­
posed legislative enactment, and trust that he 
will see the propriety of accepting tho amend­
ment. If ho will not do so, we must conclude 
that Senator Lewis introduced that act for tho 
sole purposo of rerving his client's interest in 
tbo suit of Smith vs. Ryan, and it is important 
for the people wbo"have litigations, to under­
stand that they may engage In their behalf 
one who unites both tbe lawer and legislator, 
and wbo, if he oannot as a lawyer accomplish 
before the courts, as tbe law stands, what his 

-—Tho New York Sun Bays that experts at 
Albany regard the present legislature as no 
belter than its predecessors. 

—They are beginning to talk of a short BOS-
sion at Albany, and the 4lhof March is named 
as the limit. The proposition is„said to be 
very popular with the politicians wbo want 
to be present at Grant's inauguration. 

—Theio is a strong lobby at work in Wash­
ington lo securo tho refunding of the cotton 
tax imposed during and just after tbe war. 
If successful they would take $08,000,000 from 
tbe treasury, which would go-chiefly to cotton 
brokers in the large coutheru seaports, and to 
speculators who have bought up the claims. 

—It is reported that Senator Pool, of North 
Carolina, has aspirations for the cabinet, and 
that he is backed by several of his brother 
radicals in the senate. Judge Settle is a rival 
caudidate, however, and is said to possess the 
president's preferences. The postmaster gen­
eralship is the place they are after. 

—It is fair to assumo that any scheme ad­
vocated by Ben Butler has some sort ot a job 
underlying it. His latest enterprise is to have 
congress refund the import duties paid upon 
all goods destroyed by the great Boston fire. 
He maintains a discreet silence in regard to 
tho fact that the insurance covered the duties, 
and that sixty per cent, of the losses incurred 
by tho companies has been paid. 

—It is said that Mr. Fort, the new chair­
man of the assembly committee of ways and 
means, has already got into trouble with his 
colleagues, and that a majority of them are 
hostile to him. It is predicted that before tbe 
session is over he will be a mere cipher in the 
house, instead of a loader, and it is said that 
Cornell bad such a result in his mind when 
he gavo him tho place. 

—Mr. Ben llolladay, a financier and specu­
lator of great renown iu the Pacific states, 
when once asked to help eleot a candidate for 
the senate, said that he had owned stock in 
pretty much every speciea of property, from 
a Missouri bull-team to an ocean steamship 
line, but never yet in a United States sena­
tor; he would like a few shares. It reports 
are to be credited he has a considerable pro-

From Our Own Correspondent. 
A8SKMDLY CHAMBER, ) 

ALIJANT, Jan. It), 1S7)5. J 
The legislature is in working order. All 

the committees are appointed and nearly all 
tho officers. 

KKIK COfNTY HILLS. 
Mr. CBrien introduced a bill to authorize 

tho city ot Buffalo to borrow money and pur­
chase fire engines. The council are authorized 
to borrow $40,000 for tbe purchase of four now 
steam fire engines and tho horses, hose carts, 
hose and apparatus necessary lo operate them; 
and for that purpose tho common council may 
issue the bond« of said city or may borrow the 
same temporarily out of any unexpended bal­
ances of any fund, or in any other manner 
deemed expedient. The comptroller shall add 
the amount so borrowed to Iris estimate for the 
fire department for tbe year 1873, and the same 
shall be levied and collected as other appro­
priations for city expense?.. 

COUNTY TAXKS. 
Mr. Baltz presented the following: 

An act to amend an act entitled an act providing for 
bettor collection of cwuuty taxes in tho city of Buualo 
and Erio county. . , , 

BKOTION 1. Section third of the foregoing entitled act 
la amended by inserting after tho words, "One ol 
which shall bo the olUcial paper In said section the fol­
lowing: And 'also in one dally paper printed in tho 
Gorman language and published in said city." 

8 11. 8ectiou 15 of said act is hereby amended 
by insertlug after the word, "One of which shall be 
the olllclal.papor of said city"' in said, section the fol 
lowing -'And also In one dally paper printed in tho 
Ucrmun language and published In said city." 

TllK VILLA.UK OF AKRON. 
Also a bill relating to the village of Akron, 

Erio couuty, as follows: 
SECTION I. Tho corporate limits of the village of 

Akron, aro extended so as to Include all the territory 
lying within tbo lollowing described bounds, viz: Be­
ginning at th6 south west corner of lot number one 
on the Touawanda reservation (so called) in the town 
of Newstcad, Krio county and stato of Now York, and 
running thence east along tho south line of said reser­
vation to the centre of tho highway tunning from tho 
village or Akron to the Buffalo road; tueiico south 
along the centre of said highway to a point where tho 
ledge road Intersects tbe said highway; thenco east­
erly alone tho centre of said ledge road to tho sonth 
mio of said reservation. Thence east along the south 
line of said reservation to the Boulheast corner of lot 
number forty-two on said reservation; thence north 
on the east line of said lot lorty-two to the northeast 
corner thereof; thence west on tbe north line of said 
lot number forty two aud the north line of lot forty-one 
to the southeast comer of lot number twenty-uine; 
thence north on the cast lino of said lot twenty-nine to 
the northeast corner theroof; thenco west on the north 
Hue of lots twenty-nine, twenty-six and four to the 
west line of said reservation; thonce south on tho west 
line of said reservation to the place of beginning. ' 

All notices now required by statute to be published 
In the paper nearest said village shall be published in 
the paper prlutod in tbe city of BuOnlo In Erie county 
having tho largest circulation in tbo vUlage of 
Aaron. J . 

All acts relating to said village are extended over tbe 
territory hereby annexed or added to said village 
limits. 

RAILROAD CROSSINGS. 
The lollowing bill relates to sign-boards at 

railroad crossings, defeated last year on ac­
count of a somewhat important section added 
to it relative to penalties. It is again pre* 
sented by Mr. Husted: 

9 I. Section 40 of the act entitled an act to authorize 
the formation of railroad corporations, &c , is amend­
ed by adding: 

Any such corporatiou that may so elect may erect or 
cause to be erected in tbe place of the boards above 
mentioned, a cast iron plate of at least two feet in 
diameter, well supported by posts or otherwise, and 
constantly maintained on each traveled public road 
or street where the eamo Is crossed by tho railroad on 
the same level. Said plates shall be elevated so as not 
to obstruct the travel at least ton feet above the sur-
lace of the ground and thai! be so placed as to be easi­
ly seen by the travelers on tbe public highway; on 
each side or said plate shall be cast, in raised capital 
lotters of at least the size of fcix inches each, the words 
"Kail Road Crossing; Look Out for the Cars." Such 
plate shall be painted white and the letters black. 

INSURANCE SUPERINTENDENT CHAPMAN. 
Considerable feeling has been aroused by a 

bill, presented to-day by Mr. Babcock of Niag­
ara, to amend the act establishing the insur­
ance department. This bill in some respects 
is well enough, but its main object is to legis­
late Mr. Chapman, tbe present superintendent, 
out of office. 

And why ? What is the extent of bis offend­
ing? Well, he has been a prominent and con­
sistent republican senator for Eeveral years. 
I do not hear now of any act of hostility or 
want of fidelity to his party. He is abun­
dantly competent for his place. But he was 
nominated to the place by ex-Governor Hoff­
man, when a vacancy occured, and when a' 
democrat could only have held a few weeks, 
and tho nomination *was confirmed by a re­
publican senate. The trouble simply is that 
his nomination was not agreed upon by tbe 
ring now running this legislature. But I pre­
dict that he will not be removed. The ten ale 
will hardly pass the bill and I do not believe it 
an easy matter to pass it in the house. 

USURY LAW& 

Mr. Clapp offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Whereas. By a recommendation in tbo annual mes­
sage of the governor, and by a bill already presented 
to tbe bouse, it is soupbt to repeal tbe usury laws of the 
state, and 

Whereas, It is believed that the agricultural and la­
bor interests of the state aro opposed to such repeal; 
therefore 

Resolved, That for the information of tbe houso, tho 
people signing petitions for or against the repeal of said 
usury laws, bo requested to give their occupation with 
their names, and that the public props, throughout the 
state, give timely notice by publishing this resolution, 
und culling attention to the request therein contained. 

THE SPEAKER'S APPOINTMENTS. 
You have doubtless published ore this the 

list ol the speakers appointments. Mr. Alien 
was assistant clerk last yea.' and was no doubt 
promised the position to get him out of the 
way as candidate for clerk. Ho is all right 
personally and well qualified for the place. 

Mr. JohiiHon, tho journal clerk. I have 
wiillcn about often. He did go for Grcolcy, 
but Mr. O'Donuell fhowed his good fren«c in 
giving him the place, for no man around this 
institution in mure competent. 

Frederick F. Fargo, of Buffalo, heads the 
list of deputies and will be in fact general or 
miscellaneous deputy and reading clerk, more 
or JOSH, for which position hU voice is excel­
lent. Buffalo did get a good tiling after all. 
McNaught, another of the deputies, will act 
as financial clcik and his appearance indicates 
him to be all right. He takes the place of 
Mr. Fanning who was financial clerk last 
year, a careful, pleasant gentleman, wbo 
writes a good hand and will therefore 
be one of the engrossing cleikn. Rees-
man is an Albanian German, very popu­
lar here, and wa^ a deputy last year. He will 
act as index clerk. Hawaii was assistant 
journal clerk last year and now has the same 
position. It would be difficult lo get a belter 
mau for the place. Baldwin is from Niagara, 
and was in the engrossing department last, 
year. Ho has many friends hert> and there 
and is personally indefatigable. Parker is a 
promising sou of tho Parks;r who was candi­
date lor clerk and who bad the inside track, 
but was induced by the power.* that be to 
slide out. The son is a cbii> of the old block, 
and was made a deputy because hi.i father was 
not made clerk. But these peisonalitie.* will 
scarcely iuterest your reader?, and I will only 
add that Mr. II. S. McCollum was appoiulcd 
clerk of the committee on engrossed bills as a 
prominent temperance mau. and as a recogni­
tion no doubt of that large and worthy class of 
republicans. It is sincerely hoped that tbe 
good works of temperance will increase 
generally, and particularly among republican 
politicians in Consequence. 

ERIE COUNTY TOOR DEPARTMENT. 
Senator Lewis presented the following: 
An act to amend an act entitled "An act for tbe sup­

port and nllef of the poor, and the government of tbo 
poor department In thu couuty of Kile." 
<r Section two ot the act of April 1«, 1SUT, is amended 
so as to read as follows: 

SUCTION 2. Tbo board of supervisors of the county 
of Erie shall possess tho sole power to appoint a keeper 
of the poor house, wbo Bball bold bis oflice for three 

FROM NEW YOBK. 

years, and until bis successor shall bo appointed and 
appointment shall be mado at thenoxt 

f \ of the said board of supervisors, and 
d oflice shall commence on the first day 

qualified, 
annual meetlu 
of January, 1874, and tbo said board shall fix the salary 
of said keeper before his appointment. 

The said keeper shall have power and it shall 
be bis duty: 
To establish such rules and regulations or by-laws for 

the government of the poor bouse and all connected 
therewith as he may think proper. Such rales, how­
ever, to bo subject to the approval of the superinten­
dent of the county poor in writing. A copy of such 
rules and regulations or by-laws so approved shall be 
filed with toe clerk of the board of supervisors on tbe 
first day of the annual session of tho board. 

The said keeper shall in each year on the first day of 
tho annual session of tbe board furnish and file with 
said board a full and correct inventory of all the prop­
erty of every kind and nature, belonging to said county, 
connected with said poor house or on the faim belong­
ing thereto, specifying each articlo with its value as 
near as may be attached, which inventory shall be veri­
fied by his oath, and be t-hall Also make a dup'icate 
copy thereof in a book of invoice to be kept for that 
purpose at the poor bouse, which book shall be open 
for public inspection at all reasonable hours to any tax­
able inhabitant of said county. 

Tbe said keeper shall purchase All materials and sup­
plies, drags and medicines of every kind that shall bo 
necessary for tbe UPO of said poor house, hospital or 
farm, and employ all persons, including visiting aud 
house physicians, that are necessary to bu employed in 
connection therewith, and fix the salaries therefor. 
Said keeper shall keep a book in which shall bo en­
tered in items a full statement of all purchases, sales 
and expenditures, made by him as such keeper, which 
book shall be open at all reasonable hours for tho in­
spection of any taxable Inhabitant of tald county, and 
which shall, with the vonchors for such expenditures, 
be exbibitca by blm to the board of supervisors at each 
annual meeting of said board, or at any special meet­
ing thereof, when called upon by resolution so to <?o. 

Maid keeper shall certify the amount due to any per­
son or persons for bringing paupers to the poor houpe, 
which amount shall be paid by tho couuty treasurer on 
tbo presentation of such certificate out of auy money 
in the county treasury for the support or tbo poor. lie 
shall also make such drafts upon the county treasurer 
from time to time for all necessary expenses incurred 
by blm in tbe discbarge of his duties as keeper, such 
drafts to be paid ont jjf any moneys in tbe treasury bo 

" ic to said fundT "" 
ajinuat meeting of the said board of supervisors 
longing to said fundT Tbe said keeper shall at each 

" the said board 
1 meeting of said 

>on by resolution so to do, render to 
and at any special meeting of said board, when 

upon by resolution so to do, render tr 
eald board in writing a full and. correct acecunt in do called 
tall of all moneys received by him and of all expendi­
tures made for and on account of said poor house, and 
he shall also make a statement of the amount and 
value of the products of tbe farm, the name of every 
6arson to whom any draft on tbe county treasurer has 

een given, with the amount of the tame aud fur what 
Eurposc such draft was drawn, which statement snail 

e verified by his oath and filed with the clerk oi said 
board. 

All acta inconsistent aro repealed. 
WATCU TOWKg. 

—Frank W. Palmer, of Iowa, has accepted 
a place on the editorial staff ot the Chicago 
Inter-Octan. 
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From Our Own Correspondent 
NEW YORK, Jan. 14, lffiS. 

Messrs. Phelps, Dodge A Co., have not yet 
cleared away the cloud that hangs over their 
transactions with the custom house. Possibly 
they will succeed in doing so pretty soon, but 
in the mean time tbey are the subjects of very 
unfavorable comment in many quarters. 
Whether they have defrauded the government 
out of very large amounts ot money is still an 
open question, though it is not difficult to find 
business men who believe the charges made 
against them to be well founded. On tbe 
other band the personal friends of the parties 
indignantly scout the idea ol fraud by a house 
so eminently respectable, and vehemently 
proclaim their belief that malice and black­
mail are at tbe bottom of the charges. This 
may be true. It is well known that blackmail 
has long been a favorite practice with at­
taches of the New York custom house, but 
generally the victims of it have paved the way 
for the blackmailers by doing something con­
trary to law. As regards Phelps, Dodge*& 
Co., everybody knows that the members of 
the firm stand on the top round of social res­
pectability. They are immensely wealthy; 
they live in princely fashion; they go to church 
regularly; they are frequent contributors to 
various charities; one of them, Wm. E. Dodge, 
Jr., has been president of the Young Men's 
Christian Association. So, you see, their res­
pectability is beyond question. But when 
Wm. £ . Dodge, Sr., was a candidate for con­
gress, a lew years ago, his eminent respecta­
bility did not prevent him from holding Sun­
day morning interviews with one of the most 
notorious rum-shop roughs in New York, and 
making arrangements with that distinguished 
person to look out lor his interests at the polls. 
The rough in question, who had a knack oi 
braining bis opponents with a club, was sum­
moned to Washington to testily before an in­
vestigating committee, and he there made 
some disclosure* which were rather damaging 
to the moral ttatusof Mr. Dodge. Still, a man 
might employ a murderous rough to holp him 
at the polls, and yet not be a party to fraud on 
the government. The Charge that Phelps, 
Dodge & Co. have defrauded Uncle Sam out of 
a million dollars, may be entirely unfounded, 
and until they aro proved guilty I suppose 
they should be considered innocent. 

A LIUKL ON TUB FRKNC'H. 
For some as yet unexplained reason, the 

Tribune, otherwise, under its present manage­
ment, an impartial and reliable journal, loses 
no opportunity to mi.siepre^ent France and 
the French people, and exhibit toward them a 
spirit of malice that certainly is not worthy of 
a great newspaper. Since the death of the ex-
emperor, it has covered his name with the 
grossest obloquy and sought to make him ap­
pear as great a villain and as great a humbug 
as ever lived. This kmay be allowed to pass, 
tor the majority of newspaper readers are capa­
ble of forming an independent estimate of 
Louis Napoleon's character, and will not be 
greatly influenced by evidently prejudiced 
opinions. But when an effort is made to de­
grade the entire French population of New 
York, by saying that they are the^ organizers 
and patrous of the Cercle Harmonie Fraucaido 
ball, which lakes place at the Academy of Music 
each winter, it is time to meet the misrepre­
sentation with truth. The ball in question is 
chiefly uotublle for the gross indecencies and las­
civious orgies witnessed each time it is given. 
The latest took place a few nights ago, and the 
Tribune, in a long report U it, treats it all 
through as a French affair. This is as far 
from the truth as anything could be. The Cercle 
Harmonie ball was originally attended chiefly 
by our French re.-idents, but it was then as 
respectable a* auy other ball. Presently, 
however, the last young men and very fast 
women of New York began to frequent it, and 
the attendance of these classes has increased 
each year, until the ouce respectable French 
ball now draws together only the lowest of 
women and the clas.s of men who Gud pleasure 
in their society. It is now a French ball only 
in name, and it in safe to say that not one in 
twonty of tbe men and women attending it is 
of French extraction. Nearly all the women 
represent the demi monde of New York, and 
nearly all the men are young scapegtaces who 
want lo fee as much fast life a* tbey can. It 
is a gross libel on the French residents of New 
Yoik to say that tbey are the people who at" 
tend the Cercle Ilarmonie ball, and I am sur­
prised that Mr. Reid allows the Tribune to do 
these people such injustice. The ball is simp­
ly a New York imitation of the Mabille, which 
is not French, but Parisian. 

TUK COMING COJIMC.VIKTS. 
While on a topic that is at bast part y 

French, I may touch upon another, that is 
rather more so—namely, the expected arrival 
of a considerable number of Communists from 
Paris. They will probably be here in a few 
days, and they are to get a sort of public re­
ception when they come. Doubtless you know 
already that among the sixteen or eighteen 
thousuud French residents of New York there 
is a pretty largo proportion of violent repub­
licans—hot-headed fellows, of the Paris Com­
mune class. Most of these belong to tbe 
various ilow York se.uioos of the Internation' 
al Society, and they have held meetings and 
subscribed money to give their coming com­
patriots what tbey consider a suitable recep­
tion. Some timid souls, wbo have exaggerated 
ideas of tbe fiendish charucter of Communists 
in general, are fearful that some great calam­
ity—possibly tbe burniug or Gotham—will fol­
low the arrival of the stran&erc, but of course 
such fears are very foolish. Certainly we 
could get on very well without the incendiary 
fellows from Paris, just as we could have got 
on quite satisfactorily without tbe shipload of 
poor Italians who were lately landed here; but 
there it plenty of room for all wbo choose to 
come, and-no harm is likely to follow. As to 
"danger to our institutions" concerning 
which a good deal of silly talk is often heard, 
there is more real danger to be apprehended 
from half a dozen of Grant politicians than 
j-rom all the Communists and Carbonari wbo 
may come here in the next twenty years. All 
tbe immigrants will soon settle down and earn 
their living, and this, I am sorry to say, la 
more than could be predicted for the Graat 

iJjpoHtieisns. 

MR. ORBKLKT'8 WIM.. 
There is now a prospect that the contest 

over Mr. Greeley's will, will soon end. The 
case is still before the surrogate of West­
chester county, and was "up" once more two 
days ago, but the pioceedings were important 
only as indicating the probability of a settle-
meal. It appears that the Children's Aid So­
ciety, which was at first a party to the effort 
to ovorthrow the last will, has withdrawn all 
opposition and is willing to have the last will 
stand. The only contestants now are tbe ex­
ecutors of the will of 1871. and these, it is 
believed, will soon give up the contest, svhicb, 
should they continue u„ would almost cer­
tainly result against them. Miss Ida Greeley, 
in whose name all her father's property stands 
In the will last made, had a long conference, 
the other day, with the executors of tbe first 
will, and it U generally understood than an 
adjustment of tho dispute between the two. 
parlies was partly arranged. Tbe probabili­
ties are that the entire estate of Mr. Greeley 
will go undisputed to his children, who cer­
tainly need it, and who cerlaTnly are best 
entitled to it, and that all the contestants will 
quietly withdraw. Had they done this in the 
first place it would have been much more to 
their credit. Sam. Sinclair, who instigated 
tbe contest, in order that be might control 
the Trtoune stock, made tbe greatest blunder 
of his life when be resolved to drag the or­
phans of his old friend into court. It was a 
contemptible proceeding, and it certainly has 
not elevated Mr. Sinclair in tbe opinion of his 
associates. The position of publisher of the 
Tribune, which he resigned when Mr. BeTd 
beat him at the sharp practice game, is still 
vacant. Mr. Heid is locum tenens there, as 
well as chief editor of the paper. 

TKAIX, WOODUULL * CO. 
The fouuder of tbe Credit Mobilier still 

dwells in the Tombs, but does not pine there. 
George keeps up his ppiril wonderfully, and 
is at all times reudy to entertain visitors. Of 
course he inveighs fearfully against the des­
potic minions of tbo law who keep him in 
durance vile, and also of course, be "drops 
into poetry-' quite often when bis feelings get 
the better of him. it was rather unlucky for 
George that ho ever identified himself with 
the Woodhull crowd. His intimacy in that 
questionable quarter brought him to his pres­
ent plight. When Victoria aud Tennic were 
hauled up for publishing an indecent paper, 
they pretended to justify what they had done 
by saying the Bible contained many pas­
sages more objectionable than anything in 
their paper. Then Georgo rushed into tbe 
field as a sort of quixotic vindicator, with a 
paper made up mainly of scriptural extracts, 
of the worst kind be could pick out, to prove 
that the Woodhull defense was a sound one. 
It was a gieat mistake for George, for it got 
him into an uncoii<foi table ci'll iu tbe Tombs. 
And now, while G or^e is shut up like a felon, 
the womeu whose champion he volunteered to 
be, are free to walk tho streets aud keep up 
the farce of brokerage iu Broad street. They 
have been arrested twice, but got out each 
time on bail, while their champion continues 
to suffer his self-sought marlyidota in the city 
prison, l ie could get out at once, if he would 
only give bail, but thus far l e absolutely re­
fuses to recognize the legality of hi9 an est 
even to that extent. 

TUB CASK Of t*TOKKi>. 
Not very from the ceil occupied by Train 

in the Tombs is the one occupied by Stokt»s, 
who is sentenced to be hanged ou the last day 
in February. The report that Stokes would 
be transferred back from the cell of the con­
demned to the one he occupied beforo bis con­
viction proves to have been unfounded. He 
remains in the former, and has to put up with 
pretty much the samet-oit of' tieatment that 
those who occupied it be lore him received. 
Another report that proves to have been un­
founded is the one relating to the wihdrawal 
of Mr. Tremain from his case. It is possible 
that Mr. Tremain will withdraw, but he has 
not yet done so. If he does, it will be be-
cauee he cauuut consistently argue the ex­
ceptions on which tbe hope of getting a new 
trial is based. The priucipal of tlio->e exceptions 
relates to the "new jury law" (the one under 
which Sokes was tried), which the counsel 
will claim to be unconstitutional, but which 
Mr. Tremain vigorously supported with speech 
aud pen at the time of its passage. Stokes 
still has strong hope of getiiug another trial, 
and bis counsel will certainly do all in their 
power to obtain one for him, but their success 
is considered very doubtful. Since bis sen­
tence the prisoner has been a very different 
man, having lost nearly all the careless, con­
fident manner that characterised him before. 
He is visited occasionally by Rev. Dr. Mont­
gomery, an Episcopal minister, wbo is a friend 
of his family, and urged to prepare himself for 
tho worst that may befall. 

KAl'IDAN. 

SKCRKTARY BOCTWKI,L SIKD ron $2,000,000. 
—SOMK NKW FINANCIAL IDEAS.—Bartholo­
mew Clifford Galvin appeared in tbe clerk's 
office ot tbe United States circuit couit this 
morning and filed a declaration, drawn up by 
himself, saying be intended to act as his own 
attorney in a suit which he wished to begin 
against Sectetary Boutwell, lo recover$2,000,-
000, which amount he alleges the secretary 
owes him for having instructed him bow to 
make paper currency of the United States 
equal iu value to gold. The declaration, 
which is a strange document, recites that plain­
tiff presented to tbe secretary plans by which 
tbe later could, without the necessity of any 
legislation whatever, make sales of gold in 
such a way as to control the gold market and 
regulate the price, gold to be sold by tbe sec­
retary on a descending scale of prices until it 
reached par. The declaration concludes by 
reciting that the secretary has acted to a great 
extent in accordance with the plans of plain-
litr, and that as the secretary, according to 
plaintiffs allegations, bad promised to make 
adequate compensation if he used the plans* 
he should be compelled to do so by law, and 
pay plaintiff $2,000,000, which, according to 
plaiulifT, is about an adequate compensation 
tor thf plans divulged.—A'. Y. Evening Fos 
Jan. lb. 

DKATU OF A NOTBD CHARACTER.— Sir G« i* 
eral George Cooke, M. D., F. It. a , LL. D., 
etc., etc., etc., a man who for forty yearn was 
conspicuous in Albany, died on Monday. He 
was something of a quack and quite eccentric 
in bis notions. He was a liberal patron of tbe 
Young Men's Association. He bought him a 
pew in St. Peter's which he decorated in velvet, 
more Anglico, and which, being in. the gallery, 
was conspicuous. He tried in mauy ways to 
be generous. B e complained that, after all 
bis efforts, he never had been permitted R e n ­
ter a private house hr Albany but once. Rev. 
Dr. Sprague invited him to take teal 

—Writings may be compared to wine. Sense 
is the strength, but wit a flavor.—BUrnt. 
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