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Jndustrial Topics.

TYPEE 0F THE PRESENT,
WHAT wea realize to-day in the home life
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tickler. The dignity of labor depends upon
the accomplishments of the laborer, Labor
does not necessarily dignify any one; but it is
always honorable if honorably performed
with an honest purpose. Upon the man de-
pends the diguity and honor of the work he
does. And to-day Agriculture is more hon-
ored because agricalturista are more int elli-
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TYDPES OF TIIE PRESENT—WIILAT 1M,

methods and in their relationts to each
other ; in their indeperdence, thrift, cul-
ture and. intelligence, Is so different from
that of twenty yeiara sgoe that to close our
cyes nnd sirivoe to reeall the past gnd then
upen them upon the present, ia like waking
from a Rip Van Yinkle slunther.  The then
fnud now are cannect{ed with a chain of in-
oy9trinl cvents, toa Joneg to twe cataligued,
Lbet have hronght to the working peaple of
thiz gonntry elements af poswer and pros.
perity waich they hive not bwen slow to
nmold fer thajr owir use, Then it was eom-
mon to talk of the dignity of lalwr—to

preach that it was honhorable, a2 if it wers

donbted ; and il wga deubted then, Dut
1ow the palitician does not use that patate-
»

gent, cultivated, and better business wmen
than they were twenty ycars ago.

Contrast the coudition of American agri-
culturista, and their homes, and home comn-
forta with those of ather countricz—of
France for instance. which claims to be the
most enlightened pation on the globe. Tho
truth is. their labor is not dignlficd with
birains: here it is: also in England, thouzh

plete, thorengh agrienltural system, {2 not
far. if auy. in advance of us in the average
intelligence and accomplishments of her

| agricultural population, Her avstem is
miare complex and thorough of necessity—
that is all; and the acionce she uges is ane.
| ccssary toul just as A ditching shovel I+ ues
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even England., with her more exae . conl- |

cessary to the man who drains land; but it
does not follow that men who have no land
to drain are the less intelligent than those
who do, becainze they do not keep ditehing
shovels. ) :

Lifo to-day in the Rural Homes and on
American Farms means and is more to our
people than ¢ver before. Culture and re-
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[Em;-;d arcording o Act of Cﬂngrm._in the year 152, by I, . T, MOORE, in the office vf the Libmarian of Congress, at Washingion.]

We cannot help congratulating the you
men upon the farms and in the gardoas
to-day, upon their better cpportunities, a
the young women upon the rapid decrease
the social chasm which separates them fix
those who occupy the highest positions
American Homes.

We started to say that on this page

FOR COMPARISON ‘SVITI-I WriAT WAR,

filnement are rapidly taking the place of
ignorance and boorizhness. Qur school sys-
tem and the cosmopolitau character of onr
life Innovate upon the old-time traditions
At habits and break up the trammels
which, withinh our memory, bound men
down to a ploddiug, dreary, and almost
hopeless life of teoil. There are brighter
homes and happier facesa in the country to-
diay, Social life has assumed 1w phacea
andg we hegin to see the dawn of what 13
to be iu the fntaure —a higher Euul Delter
type for the American Fanuer.

Thom: rre too few thinkers, too few calcu-
latorz, too few disciplined minda among
agrienlturists, although the neeeszities of

modern basinesa are fast begettiag them,
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have attempied to give a pié ture typt
a small sense, of the present, and i
reader2 make their own comparisor
tho past. We bave aimed not to exng
In any sense; inonr judgment we ha
cven selected the highest types, but
representative oncs,. We have no we
baticombe to say. Uur readers do ne
advice nor fuconrugement in general

Speeifle aid in speciic indnstries it

daty to furnish sa far as we may; a
alm with us iz ta be to “improve tl
eral average.' and =0 Iahar to perle
typical man aud agriculturist of 18
at tho closo of the New Year we (al
can lock back mpon our work Aam

“1’rogress and lmprovement.”’
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