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David F. Kemp

- By Janet White

|
|

AVID P. KEMP Is a lving prototype of the
Dnmuomm"ﬁam Rags to Riches™ hero, At
sh;nm, Imbued with the spirit of “restlessness
r.kc.a men leave the family hearthstone, thelr
uer! on the distant borizem and the pob of geld,
fhe gates of his Iather's small steck farm be-
, felt In hiz pocket to make certain hiz week's
and tallway ticket were safe, slung hils
mﬁnctl over his shoulder, and tovk the first step into

r;ugl

e undc

That| Itrst step landed him In’ Tndianapolis With
the last E. he mounted into the halls of the success-
and owner of the Unlled Stales School
a cullured, poised gentleman, who today some-

rope, which he dots twice a year; resting at
Keck home, dabbling in real eslate or playing

It iz (hard to reconclle the faet thal David Kemp's
scholastly tralning exténded mo Turther than the rude
couniry tlamroom where he was tavght the three R'=
Bls ap nee, s knowledge, hls mlellest, his conver-
satlonal ability all sugpest the college-bred gentleman

In lh begpinning by the dim light of the midnight oil,
a !nmeu sofi pored over books learning things he
wanled tn know, -studying at home, himsel! as teacher
and ﬂ'aq.’n;nt Por the farmer's son had no desire to fol-
low In hiz father's footsteps. He wanted the cily to be
hi= home! not the rural village. He wanted an environ-
ment of e&phlsl.msr.uon and wealth and intellectual at-
h!rr:rnrnl.f not surroundings ol plg pens, chicken cocpa
and rtables. Later trawvel, contacts with fime intellects
mugmented that dilipent and at times wearisome home
study.

And =o, feeling that people all over the world can
learn the way he did, all the things they long lo know.
but h:ﬂ.l‘ti'ﬂ!l !‘fnml;.li-!'.‘: to aeqguire, David Kemp in 1888,
m—mmimrd: the United Stales School of Muozic, fiving home
stoddy eowrses in learning to play musical instruments,
bringing i real Knowledge of music, and therefore a bet-
ter appraciation of it into Lthe backwoods Tt s David

Hemp's contention that anly the people who really have

an undersilanding of the technique o music can appreci-
ate the artisiry of a Chopin sonata, & Bach fugue or a
BerthoveDd symphony.

“You|tan never be A real rmusic lover until you Xnow
the Tendamentals of music"” he told me. “"When only
three perecent of the people are able to read musie, vou
can hardly expect more than Lhat Lo mppreciaie it Muo-
slchans always Jearn to love real music, beciuse 1hey
understand s difficulty, lis artistry, = mechanfsm,
People L.llt dh{:ut the opera, put Lthey don't really enjoy
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David F. Kemp Won
Fame and Fortune
With His Idea to
Teach the Fiddle and
Piano by
Correspondence

it. The opera lovers are those ‘_whu are
famillar with the score; who know the

and appreciate Its value.™

There. is another fact to which the
pioneer home study musle school owes
Its success. Musle has always been sur-
rounded with a highbrow sura of mys-
tery and artiness. Young people arte
afrald to study music. There is the
habltual aphorism thal muslclans are
born, not made, and they are tremu-
"lous lest an attempt to Solve the intri-
cacles of playing an Instrument end In
ablect fallure. They dare not risk em-

COUTSE Seems n:a..sjr—nu one need ever
‘know really, and If they find themselves
unable to master It, why, they needn't
continue,

David Kemp taught himself musje. At that Hme
there w-:n:‘na lesstms sent to him In an em:lu;pc EVETY
wrek. He Imd an old plano primer, and taught him-

sell. It wasn't untll years later that the h!splr-!-t-lbﬂ to

teach others through home study came Lo h.':m He
chose musls because he felt It was a field that had a uni-
versal appeal, o language everyone understood. He be-
gan, he says, with an des, and a few hundred dollars.
The first year, he prepared the materlal for the lessons
himeelf, with the knowledge he had gained through home
study, There &ere courses in six Instruments—the plano,
violin, banjo, organ, mandolin and guitar. “Four hundred
pupils enrelled. Today there are twenty-two murm in
the curricylum arfanged by prominent artists in each
field, i:m:iu'nlﬂng voice culture, sight singing and harmeny
and composition—sent to 100,000 eager ntudentu every
year—io E:nrg]hh speaking penpi: anywhere on the face
of the car!.h—n continuous chain through six continents
—firem =® mst metropolls to a :trnggling- tmm, to n
settlement i:n dsriest- Africa.

Four hundred pupils the first year for an initial ven-
ture was quite Jarge, immuzdlat-tlr mcﬂing the gap that
wrrﬂ'pondmt course in music was filling. ©Of course,
themwuqhommdlﬂ&m Almmtaﬂldybtmmin

learning t0 play & musieal Instrument wu unprece- -

dented. Why it couldn't be dene. Musicians shook their
hends, shrugged ‘heir shoulders and smiled behind ‘their
hands. The mere temperamental threw up their gifted
hands In hurmr This man Kemp was a fool. But they
lved to change their opinions, to respect and honor this
man Kemp, and accept him as one who had the vislon
and p:r-tp:mlty to realize that the whole world loved
musie, a.m:l to bring music inte thelr J!'.-Dm:s would Tot
only :rtndr:} them an Invaluable service but would make
David F. Eemp s successiul man in an orlginal under-
taking, |

Bul t us go back W David Kemp when he llved In
a suburb 6f Dayton, Ohio, and burned the midnight oil
trying to learn stenography by an old Pliman book.
Diligently did he outhine polthooks arsl cprves: Purhnp;a
ocoasonally, he threw the book down in disgust, but he
always pit'lkf"d # up again, for he had already felt the
lure of thc’; big city and had gullicient joresight to realize
that hesconld Tiot storm e citadels of a melropolis with=
ont some j:'rac'um] kndwlodge.

At the tender age of sixteen he felt je had seen
eriourh of small town lile, o witn o week's board money,
2 railway | tleket and a knowledpge of stenography and
typewriling as his stock in trade he left home. When
the condoetor called Indianapolis, David aliphted, leoked
about hirrul, ard] immedialely set Lo work on the-job hunt.
For two years he was employed In an attorney’s office,
Tirsl a n:rtpnu;-n-p]wr and then, after reading law fer

‘4 number, of months by himsel, ax a2 law elerk. Aller

twe ynn.m' oflice rouline rrew monolonows, and he went
back to Ghio Alwrys with the spirit of the wanderer,

composer and his work. The more we,
knew about a thing the more we love It°

pluying a teacher, but a home study.

Daevid ngoln bad the fever to travel and this time jolned
&N en g corps with which, surprisingly, he
for five years, eventually becoming field engineer om
line frop Michigan inte Chicage in 1882. Studyl
enginesring or anything else In a school for that
pose was Toreign to David's nature and hiz engineering
knowledge came wheolly through apprenticeship.

In 1884 the smash came. Most of the rallroads o
the netion were in the hands of receivers, There was
rallroad constructiom and David lost his Job., He m
asking himself, ““What shall I do now?” when the G'ﬂ'!-r
ernment answered the question. They threw open tu
Cherckee Indian land in Oklahoma for settlement. Daﬂd
was one of 100,000 who expected to sall in on 20,000 ]
claims of 160 acres each. Presumably, some 80,000 hopeo-
fuls would find themselves without settlements. A guh

was to be fired By the United States troops, sigmaling |
the opening of the land, and 8 mad rush by 100,000 mm‘

on horseback to stake their claims. By an scciden§
planned or otherwise, some one fired a plstol five mio-
utes before the time set, and & mass of humanity Iel
lopse on the gallop. David, who was nob the type to bo
left behind, rode in with the others, traveling nineteen |
and one-balf miles sin fifty-five minutes, and getling &
claim. He settled on - a plece of land midway boiween

the raiIv;ray town and the county seat, where he lived

from September 'qptil the first of May. TFor Lhe Il.t:sth
|

three months David used the sky for a ucHlnE and the
earth for a bed, not that he felt romantic, but he hnd
no mﬁney with which tn buy lumber. When he Ima].l:

'gamere:i enough to 'put up & shack, he did not have |

suﬂit:imt. timber for the whole roof, so hall of, hig |
home - wm: left uncovered. When the blizzard arrlved,
said Mr. Kemp smﬂlngly Im:rking back, {t was & cool
proposition. !
_ During his residence on the claim, David held two
apparently lmportant positions, city engineer and secre-
ta.rr of the Board of Trade In the ralircad town where
the shr.rIII was the p-ulic-: department, fire departmen®,
mayer and qundsma.q of the Lord. In the spring David,
with no deslre lo cultlvate the soll, and with sn oppor-
tunity to joln a rallyoad lo Texas, sold his ¢laim for &
pallry $300. 1If Mr, Eemp badn't reaped financigl re=
wards In other ways, he might well have rued that day.

While In the East good fortune brought him Into
contact with & representative of the Intermational Cor-
respondence School. He learned the president of the
school had been a mlnlng engineer, and tlmu an Iden
flitted through David Eemp's brain,

Why not teach music In this way? m kea Te-
mained In n pa.saiv: state for a year or two. dmﬂd
returned te Daylon as advm'ﬁalng manager of one of the
local papers, and then the Spanish-Amerlcan War called
him. In 1808, with a new life in front of him, David
Kemp started to bulld reality .out of his dreams. He
opened a small uIIiu: .'m the Prtsbyterlm Bullding In
New York City, and started to advertise and enroll puplla |
The lirst year, he managed to break tven and the school
grew steadily. The second year there were 1,000 poplls,

'business. A .goodr detective Is qulle o per=on.

1

Now, thirty-one years la.!.q:r there are JHI,HE students a
year. In lis leng life the school has brought n knowl- |
edge of muslc Into & half millien hemes by the print and |
plcture method, i

A year alfter the establishment of the mnlguc Insti-
tution, Davld Kemp married a young woman who spent
{ive yur& at the Royal Conservatery of Musle in Leipzg,
and Is an accomplished planist. There are =ix children,
all boys, and the cldest, David W, Hemp, s now man-
ager of the school

Though the coursés are available only lo English
speaking people, a letter came across the sea from Cal-
cutta last year. A native asked for the rights for In-
dia, Siam and Burma. His daughter mas the frst ‘iriﬂ—-l
linist i the only symphazfr orchestra in India, and a.]:ll
her knowledge had been obtalned through the United |
States School of Musle, Letters come from prlsum whers
convicts call it the official Instructor of the pzﬂiten'!-iary

“My main object,” says Mr. Kemp, “Is to teach poopled .

to know music. We have created o desire Im ten people,
where before there was only one. In 1898 people vailzed
ohjeclions, It ceuldn't be done, they said. But there Bre
s0 many Lhings that couldn't be done, and we're du‘lﬂg
them. The French pianist, Cortot, ong of the scolfers, |
actually saw the lessons one day and said, Tt s 0 won=
derful idea, and asked for the piano course.” ‘

Al another time, Ovid Musin, the violinist, was
sitting in A restavrant at a table pext to Mr. Hemp
He recopnized him, turned to his companion and =all,
“My friend, Kemp, there, teaches musie like typewriting.
A piane, ves, I ean undersiand, but o violin?! EHemp
took Fim down to his office rnd gave him a copy of tha
first a1431115011 in the wvielin. Musin tapped hls head. "Ah|
had 'L only thonght of it. I¢ iz better Lthan I do. 1 take
A winlin and show them. You have the photograph,
which is always in Iront of thene™

* *The job's got to be done”
*opose that I've been altopether zudeezcful in translating

House BurcLary

By Helen Herbert Foster \

F ALL the men embezzling from thelr employers

with whem I bave had contact, I can't remember
| a dozen who smoked, drank or had any o the vices
fn which bonding companies are so interested.

NMor have I ever known a man capable of turning out
fArst-class work In a trade, a profession or ao n.ri. whe
was & professional criminal,

House burglary is probably the poorest trade In the
world—I have pever known any one fo make a lving
at It

Pocket-picking ls the caslest to master of all
the criminal trades. Any one who is not crippled can be-
come an adepl at it In a day. -

These are the opinions of Dashicll Hammett, for-
merly a Pinkerton man, and now a writer of delective
storles, among which *“Red Harvest” and “The Daln
Curse” are well Imown., And though Mr, Hammett tells
us sbout many people there are few moge interesting
than he s himsell. Until he began to wrile fiction he

s a =

* had had me writing experlence except that of writing

letters and dally reports for headguarlers

It secms, according to Mr. Hammett, thal to be a
good detective one must have a gift for poking one's nose
into other people’s blusiness, Doubtless many of us know
people—ourselves, of course, never!—who, we think, could
qualify In this respect. But that's only the beginning.

“For being o professional busybody requires more
energy, more dogped patience than you'd suppese. 1 got
sgo tired of it that I just had to give it up, though 1 have
& flair for that kind of thing. There never was anything
lacking in the matter of my curiosity, It's nol an easy
He Is a
ty]}t: that has nlw:;}-a intrigued me. And for that reason
I never subordinate his personality to the plot of my

story.”

Hn!.urslﬂll;r cnough, the deteclive as a sludy would
tmterest Mr. Hammeit, And well it might. Some of the
greatest writers of the past have studied the delective's
eurions makeup. Victor Hugo in his immortal “Jean
Valjean™ tells us of a crack delective, Javert by name,
who elther had to be that or a nrst class crook. The

- physical mntﬂlnpr}'. =0 to speak, of a good sleuth iz &

somplicated ih:l.ng nnd worthy of the pen of 2 mmpeient
writer,

“What I try to do is to.write a slory aboul a de-
tective rather than a detective slory, }Cv.-cping the reader
fooled until the last possible moment iz o good trick and

I wsually try to play it, but I can't numh,__more than
 geoondary imporiance to L. The puzzle isn't =0 Inter-

reating to me as the behavier of the deteclive allacking
b J

And =0 Dashiell MHammett ths given oz & bard-
bolled little “op,”''s closeup of him at work, And an

C'op,” as every reader of delective stories should know—

and who is not these days when Presidents and Prime

CAinisters admil o weakness for them?—is & man who

‘does in real life what the "master delective” does in Tie-
tion. He is; in short, an operative,
“The 'op' 1 use,” says Hamrmelt, "is the typical =ori

-~ of private detective thal exisis in our couniry today. I've

worked with half 8 dosen men who micht be he with few

“ehanges, Thouph he may be ‘different' in fiction, he i=
- almrost pure "Lype' in life, T've alwavs tried 1o hold him 4
* 4= close to the ‘lype’ as possible beeause what T see in him
* iz m little man going forward day afier day through mud

and blood and death and deceit—as callous and brutal
and cynichl as is necessarr—towards a dim goal, with

* nothing to push er pull him fowards It except that he's

been hired to reach ft—ao sort of Manuel whosessayving i=:
But please don't think I sup-

him to the printed page—I admi: kaving momenis when
I think I'm having a little luck.”

When Mr. Hammetl speaks you just have to watch
your step. You have the ferling he's setiing traps fer
you to fall inte. And maybe he is. He's cynically funny
though on¢ of the most penial people you'd -wanl 1o
meet.

*I knew o man who once stole 4 Perriz wheel” he
mid. “And then there was the man I thadowed ont into
the country for a walk one Sundsy afternoon who Jost
‘hiz bearings completely and I had to direct Him back
to the eity. AndI once knew a deieclive who attempled
to dispoise himsel! so theroupghly that the Iirst police-
man he met look him under arrest. And then there was

“the man I knew, and still know, who will forpe the Im-

pressions of any sel of fingers in the world for only

Jfifty dollars—and then there was——

*This I= what you wanted to hear, wasn't i7" he
eald, smilingly interrupting himself, “All Teporters want
to hear such experiences from delectives. And Lhese are
puthentic & rh, poodness knows"

=1t couldn't be so0 long ngo,” we commented, trying 1o

weat and on the Pacific Coaxl

OOR 1RADE

And Embezzlers
Usually Have Fine
Personal Habits, Says
Dashiell Hammett,
One-Time Detective
Now Gone Literary

get in the =pirit of his genial meed. "You
dan't look very old.”

“No, indeed, I'm nol at all gld. I'm
quite young. I'm just thirty-five znd @m
what might be called of the 'vounger gen-
eration of writers! Surprising, isn't i,
how old the younger gereratjon can be?

"So then I ean procesd 1o the faet
that I was brought up in Philadelphin—
thouph . I wouldn't emphasize that too
stronglyand in Baltimore, There Ism't
mueh to be sald for my eduecation, for I
had Jittle of it. I Jeft school at fourteen,
in the middle of my first high school year.

"My first dive Inte bread-wirming
wit a mesenger boy for ithe Baltimore

and Ohlo Raﬂrcaq. though I had dipped ?

my toes in before that by selling news-

papers after school, Later T drew wages

as a8 junior clerk, very unlor, In an adverilsing affice
Then I wenl Into s stock broker's office—bul lel me
pavse here. Thinps come (o mind

“I was often fired, T admit that Bul slwnrs most
amiably. S0 much so thatf I was alwavs on peod lerms
with ' my ex-employers after. Fut showt the slock
broker's,. There way 8 place, It =ccmed that I could
seldom pel the same wpproximate fota] {wlee in siecfe-
sion out of any column of figures, but =13 more =cldam
manaped o pel down eaTly eneugh in the day te make
any of my mistakes before noon. And they had 2 welrd
notion that one =hould be there =11 day. Well, of course,
when sich & situation arises something i< hnlrnd te Jep-
per. Itdig

"Marbe I chobld have gone In fer ‘oowrnalism. But
Jet me pet on with thiz storr of mr life and petl Lhe
REpony over wilh., Alter the siockbrokers 1 berame a
timekeeper in a cantery and jn s machine shep and
Trom thal the way was easy 10 that of stevedore. 1 made
Lhe yrade bal then I became too siremuons,

"Now 1 approach. chronologically, when I became &
delective. I was atiarhed 1o o nallons] spency sx an
operative, before and alter the war, in the Ea=t North-
1] was 3 pretly good
slenth, bot & bit overraled because of Lhe plausibility
with which T coulsd Q:p]n.in awzy my failures, proving
them inevitable and no Izull of mine

*You'll want o bear of my war record. no doubl
Frankly, i was dull. 1 coniribiled practically nothing to
the Allied vielory., I came oot of my uniform with tuber-
culoeis, which later senl me o 2 eouple of hoepitals Tor
Leven or eipht months.

"When the Tijuala Tacing season olesed I the
spring of 1921 1 )&t the last of thess Dospiials—iost out=
side of San Diepo—and  broupht my =ull fraved lungs
to San Francisoo, where I relurned 1o sleathing Bl
that didn’L last Jong. My heslth continees 10 o blooey
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Daakivll Hamwmats

inio olher people's
v mwr Car I about the
ability to brc & professtonal;

I lscked ihe drive 1o keep M polng

ntj;';hbarhfmd bisvbody's
takes prrscVerance

“Well, by thix timie I had & wife and daughier, and
semewnal housed, clotlied and fed
pecome ® wWrilet.

Fud no experienes
riting kellers wid segesris
by exapperiled nolions af Hee e
the veor writing wws
fir s we wrere being supported wt

whatlever in
I wasnt habedics pped
Ticulties aheard.

Himmetls stlory. of how
3 1 sedssit, that
Aller e Fepan wiekding kie

few  excursiamn

he bepan wrill
one doe=inl hear every day.
1 he =psk rpht Lo it
Inte severtising "1

ng. and It i=

exeepl Tor =
few do:lers™

“There's anolher weakness I posses= that I haven
{endency Lo fritler awary time over a f'.:a-t;n; Lur'-tnrd Lry-
ing Lo make
paper, which

black marks come ool beautil

—ves 2 kel al “em,

knew what they
£ OITE WS-
Wil mere  soricus 5l W work b e
miesEl menolOricus

thinrs that

thet any one could ims
arr b made o sound e mod cxcilvg B2
Lt naosl owdby

v I liked purm-2hes-
thine 1 had done befTore
eonwvincing

bt ek
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had oy one &SUm
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